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7 AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Pyyz, M.D. :— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
pangs = 


34 ewt. abe per ton of coal. 
= ms Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
y ETotht Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
SAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE 


RAMSAY'S. FIRE:CLAY ARTICLES. 
ETORTS. introduced 1828. 
FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804 
pies. 6 *CLAY SANITARY PIPEs, CHIMNEY- 
all Goods made of Fire Clay. 
is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
, is of ox ra and no expense spared in 









FIRE. rer aril (marked ‘* RAMSAY”) are to be 
in all ef the world, and the works are the 
exten 

: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Offices: Broap CHarz, New- 
UPON-TYNB. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & Co., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
and of the 

IMPROVED DRY GAS. METERS. 


These Meters are correctly 
md not to vary, and have come into general use more 
npidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 








CLASSES X. } ann XXXI. 





v7 lot, 





uss X.— For ing Ys :p , and effi- 
ciency of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
for excellence o material and workmanship.” 
Cuuss XXXI.—“ For superiority of construction and 
workmanship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, lagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpox, 8.W.; 15, Market et, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard | de “Magenta, PARIS. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved what, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its pt greatly | d. Wax 
tandies and ‘il lamps in a are being rapidly 
||*uperseded, and gas is now used in mahy private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolera’ 

Information as to the apparatus, fluids, &c., may be 

of Geo. GLover and Co., or CaBLESs, BLAGDEN, 
md Co., Hacungy WICK ,N. E. 











COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. | 
JOSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Pr1zz MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “‘Gas 
Retorts and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRw-CLAy,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
Exuipition of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Retorts, Firg-Bricks, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatity.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 
Coal Office, 
Quay S1pE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNRE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





OHN RUSSELL AND CO, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


tJ] 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
— = Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 
All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
an “Wemmones. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 











BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 


CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-[YNE. 


“wuss COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctualit 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 


of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 


Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & Co., 
63, OLD BRoapD StreERt, City, LONDUN. 


HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain 





The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet; illuminating | 


power 33'8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


YRSHIRE CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 


Paisley. and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of | 


Scotland, 

The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard candles; coke per ton 1216 lbs. 

Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 

For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 


WANTED, by a Gentleman who has 


had 20 years experience in the erection and 
management of Gas-Works, an appointment as 
MANAGER of Gas-Works, or to erect works at home | 
or abroad. First-class references. 





Address Amico, care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 


Feet 8rreet, E.C. 


} 
Ww4n TED, an experienced Traveller ; 





fora Gas-Meter Works. H 


Apply first by letter, etating particulars, to A. B., 
60, Claverton Street, Pimiico, 8. W. 





METER INSPECTOR. 


WANTED, by a Meter Maker, 


Situation as above. 
time at repairs. 
Address, stating particulars, J.S., 
Street, Hoxton, N.E. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS & FITTERS. 
VERY description of Gas Lanterns 


and Reflector Lamps for Shop Windows kept in 
stock. W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, 
Lonpon, W. 
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PARIS 





HAVE OBTAINED THE 
HIGHEST 


PRIZE 


FOR 





GEORGE GLOVER & CO. 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 





RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, S.W.; 
AND 127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS. 


SILVER MEDAL, 
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No objection to fill up |’ 
20, Upper John |° 
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Now ready, much enlarged, with 19 Plates (several en- 
tirely new) and numerous Woodcuts, 400 pp., price 18s., 
cloth (postage 10d.), 

BARLOW . 
ON THE 
STRENGTH OF MATERIALS. 
Revised by the Author’s Sons, 
P. W. BARLOW, TRS. Mem. Inst. C.E., 


an 
W. H. BARLOW, F.B.S., Mem. of Council Inst. C.E., 
With numerous important additions, 
Arranged and Edited by 
WILLIAM HUMBER, Assoc. Inst. C.E. 
Author of “ Records of Modern Engineering,” ‘* Cast 
and Wrought Iron Bridge Construction,” &c. 


London: Lockxwoop & Co., 7, Stationers Hall Court. 





Now ready, 8vo, 158., cloth, a new edition of 


AS MANIPULATION; 

a Practical Description of all the Instruments 

and Apparatus, as well as the Chemical Processes 

employed in the Analysis of Coal and Coal Gas, by 

Banister, much enlarged by W. ‘I’. Suae, Assoc, Inst. 

Civ. Eng.; and illustrated with 17 whole-page En- 

gravings and numerous Woodcuts. 

‘* Will be for many years a valuable text-book... . . 

The most perfectly illustrated scientific book that we 
know of published in England.”—Chemical News. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 4s., by post 4s. 6d., 324 pages, 
cloth, lettered, 

A FULL & COMPLETE REPORT 
of the Proceedings (including the Speeches, Discus- 
sions, and Evidence) before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons—Session 1867—on the 
METROPOLIS GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, 
With the Report presented by the Committee to 
the House. 








A Few Copies of the 
PROCEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION 
tween the 


GREAT CENTRAL, GAS COMPANY 
an 


A. A. CROLL, ESQ,, 
Are still for sale. 
Price 5s., by post 5s. 6d., cloth, lettered. 


London: W1LLI1AM B. KING, 11, Bolt Court, FLEET 
Street, E.C. 


METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY. 


Just published, price 3s. 6d., by post 4s., cloth, 
lettered, 
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 
Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
—Session 1867—appointed on the 
EAST LONDON WATER BILLS, 
Who were instructed to inquire into the operation and 
results of the 
METROPOLIS WATER ACT, 1852, 
With an Analysis of the Report presented by the Com- 
mittee to the House. 





London: Wittram B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLeer 
Srreer, E.C. 





Just published, price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
A COURSE OF LECTURES ON 


COAL GAS, 


Delivered in March, 1867, at the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain. 


By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S. 
Price 1s., by post 1s. 1d., 


ON THE 
SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE METROPOLIS. 
A Lecture Delivered at the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, 
By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S, 





Price 1s, 6d., by post 1s. 7d., 
DEFECTS IN THE APPARATUS GENERALLY 
USED FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 


BISULPHIDE OF CARBON 
COAL GAS, 


And Description of a New Apparatus for its Estimation. 
By ALFRED G. ANDERSON, Esa., 

Professor of Chemistry and Practical Chemistry in 

Queen’s College, Birmingham. 








&, 





Price 1s. each, by post Is. 1d., 
Proceedings in the present Session of Parliament on the 


CAMBRIDGE GAS BILL, 


AND 
GREAT GRIMSBY & RICHMOND GAS BILLS. 
Price 2s., by post 2s. ld., 
SOUTHPORT, SHEFFIELD, PAIGNTON, 
LEEDS, & REDHILL WATER BILLS. 


| 
| 





Price 8d. each, or 6s. per doz., 
Proceedings at Audit of Accounts of 


4) SLOUGH LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 





Lowpon: Wituiam B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 
Street, E.C, 








REDUCED PRICES OF 


BRYAN DONKIN & C0O.’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 

WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 
hefore leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order, Also, Sctew Water-Valvee 

with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS, 


NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 








Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham — Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &e. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
(Made from *‘ReGistzRED’”’ DgsiGNs), with Grass BRaNouEs, &c.; suitable 
for DRawING-RooMS and BattL-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
9 geueral adoption, are offered at — moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LieuTspD BY Estimate 
Ow THF LOWEST TERMS. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, ke. &e. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring] 
any required consumption. ‘These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, FIRE-3RICK & RETORT WORKS, ENGINEERS, &c, 


















A great saving of time, labour, and expense is effected by the use of 


PRICE’S 
PATENT COAL AND COKE BARROWS. 





The following Factories and Gas Companies have been supplied with the above :— 


The Roya Gun Factories and the Royal Carriage Department; Royal Arsenal, Woolwich; Royal Small Arms| 
Factories, Enfield; and the London, Commercial, South Metropolitan, Surrey Consumers, Chartered, Ratcliff, 
Crystal Palace District, Hampton Court United, Woolwich, Plumstead, and Charlton, North Woolwich, Rich- 
mond, Reading, West Kent, Hastings, Brighton, Brighton and Hove, Portsmouth, Reigate, Weymouth, Ryde 
(Isle of Wight), Farnham, Dorking, and Ashford Gas Companies, &c., &c. 

Manufacturers for London and Svuth of England—PRIEST & WOOLNOUGH, KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 
Manufacturers for the Midland Counties and North of England— 
THE COALBROOKDALE COMPANY, weak WELLINGTON, SALOP. 
Manufacturers for Ireland—J. EDMUNDSON AND CO., CAPEL STREET, DUBLIN. 


Communications to be addressed to the Sole Agent, R. E. KEEN, 50, Claremont 
Road, Surbiton, §.W.; or either of the above. 


MATHER AND PLATT, 
SALFORD IRON-WORKS, MANCHESTER, 


Beg to call attention to their Revised List of Prices of VALVES, TAPS, &. They also request the notice of 
Water Companies and Hydraulic Engineers to their IMPROVED SLUICE-VALVES for Water. The Slides have 
Gun-Metal Facings, are of wedge form, and when screwed down are tight on both sides, 






















CAST-IRON SLUICE-VALVES. 
With Gun-Metal Facings. 
Price 





CAST-1RON STEAM-VALVES. 
| With Gun-Metal Valves & Seatings, 


GUN-METAL TAPS, 





Bore. Price. | Bore. Price. Bore. 0 
inh . . . . .£0 4 0} inches £1 26 2 inches a ty 
Be Gras ok 5 UA SEP se eg 117 6 ew - 235 

i sy | > Se 6) ko - 22e 

"et —<e peg |. 5 | 315 0 * Bipe - Ses 

a 0110] 6 %, ; 2 we | 6 - $87 

| ol440!] 7 4 ; Sweet 2 x - 316 0 

1g» Swei 6 ~ Fe ee ae - 00 

. : :eer 2s ‘ 815 0 a Far 

| 6 5 v 1010 0 10» . 9 
6 10 14 ¢ 
, ee ce no ee ST oe <M 240 
12 14400] 12 ms 1 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 













Prices and particulars of all other forms and sizes can be had on application. 
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WILLIAM & BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827,) 


WET AND DRY 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 
Me DOUGALL’S 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 











for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust or other material, every particle being available for use, 
thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires renewing, and saves one-third the cost of labour in 
charging them. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. 
Prices on application to— 


Mc DOUGALL BROTHERS, Manufacturing Chemists, 
LONDON—11, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 


EJ. & J. PEARSON, 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 


STOURBRIDGE, 


| PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 











-||perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 





For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM ; 
OR TO 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 





TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 
| GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
Same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
Price list and terms on application. 
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This Oxide is now well known, and has gained at a number of the largest gas-works at home and abroad a decided preference} 
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THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF 
1867. 








SILVER MEDAL. 


‘THOMAS GLOVER, 


DRY GAS-METER MAN hninircatiabaan tan 
CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON, | 


HAS BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 








DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 








WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &.. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
Established 1816. 








PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary | 


Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements | 
of the Sale of Gas Act. | 


It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow 


the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck bas invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The) 


fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sutlicient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon-| 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRNAL or Gas LIGHTING, 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their | 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet | 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir: || 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. || 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS. PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1867. 


Notes upon Passing bents. 


We continue our extracts from the French review article on 
the industry of Germany, with which our last ‘« Notes” con- 
cluded. The mineral wealth of Germany has, amongst other 
results, been the foundation of some great works. One of the 
greatest steel-works in Europe is that of the celebrated M. 
Krupp. This establishment, founded by M. Krupp about 
forty years ago, directly employs some 8000 workmen, and | 
tarned out, in 1866, 60,000 tons of cast steel, of the value of 
more than a million and a half sterling. It has supplied | 
articles of manufactured steel to all Europe and the United 
tates, as well as to many of the South American States, to 
India, and Japan. No other manufactory has succeeded in 
casting steel of the same enormous dimensions. 
ig steel breech-loaded cannon has been cne of the wonders 








of the Exhibition ; but, as it has never been fired, it at present | 
aa 
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| stands in the long list of curiosities. 





| like that of Creusot, received one of the great prizes which 


were so oddly, not to say capriciously, distributed. Another 
factory, that of Bochum, which received one of the six gold 


857 | 
M. Krupp’s factory, | 


} 


medals awarded to Prussian metallurgy, produced steel cannon | 
| of all calibres, besides steel rails, springs, and wheel-tires. One 


of the most remarkable articles exhibited by this firm is a peal 
of four steel bells, weighing 14,750 kilogrammes. The pro- 
duction of steam-engines and manufacturing machines was in- 
troduced into Germany with railroads, and has attained very 
important dimensions in almost all the principal towns. M. 


Borsig’s factory at Moabit, near Berlin—one of the greatest |; 


on the Continent—has already turned out more than 2000 
locomotives, of which 164 were delivered in the year 1866. 
In Saxony, M. Hartmann, at Chemnitz, has the greatest esta- 
blishment for the making of spinning and weaving machinery. 
Gold medals were awarded to persons in the same town—to 
one for machines working in wood and iron, to another for an 
automaton weaving-machine. Gold medals were bestowed on 
a Berlin firm for agricultural implements, all the best of which 
were servilely copied from English patterns; on a Cologne 
firm for a gas-machine ; for printing-presses from Oberzell, in 
Bavaria; and from Constadt, near Stuttgard. The conve- 


| nient arrangements of the German railway carriages meet 


| with the special approval of the French reviewer. 


| 





of the writer; not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good | 


| imported from France until the French firm of St. Gobain 
M. Krupp’s es 


He 
refers particularly to those from the Hesse Cassel line. As to 
sleeping arrangements, it must be remembered that our dis- 
tances in Great Britain do not justify an expenditure or 
sacrifice of space for beds, or reading or card rooms, as in 
America and Russia. Germany did not shine at the Exhibi- 


tion in pleasure carriages, nevertheless we have heard from a 


The 


good authority high praise of the broughams of Vienna. 


directors of a Prussian railway obtained a gold medal for a 


model of iron bridges on the Westphalian lines, built, accord- 
ing to all probability, from English designs. Even French 


| engineers have not disdained to put their names to structures 


of this character literally copied from the drawings prepared 
in Great George Street. German manufacturers of Portland 
cement were honoured with silver medals. More novel and 
interesting is a facade with columns, pilaster arches, and balus- 
trades of full size, carved by machinery in the grey marble of 
Silesia, from the workshop of M. Schleicher, of Berlin. If 
this process is really economical, it may be of great value at a 
time when skilled labour claims so many mischievous monopolies. 
This facade, which is placed before M. Krupp’s display of steel- 
work, is alsoornamented with bronze and ironwork by Hauschild. 
M. Peters, of Berlin, exhibits a model of a cupola in zinc— 
‘‘Jaminated and repouss¢’’—which adorns a new synagogue in 
that city, and which has been much admired as a work of art 
perfectly appropriate to its destination. It was the ‘‘ Amazon” 
of Kiss, exhibited in the London Exhibition of 1851, which 


, first called attention to the use which might be made of this 


metal in works of art. To M. Pohl, of Berlin, who still main- 
tains his reputation, is due the merit of first applying this 
metal to works of art. It would be trite to dwell on the ad- 
mirable iron castings of Berlin. The cutlery of Germany is 
for the most part more remarkable fcr its cheapness than its 
excellence. The country of the needle-gun appears to have 
sent to Paris nothing remarkable in the way of fire-arms. 


| Cheap jewellery is largely manufactured for exportation in 
| several states of the Zollverein. 


Jewellery to the value of 
nearly a million and a half sterling has been sent in one year 
over the French frontiers for exportation to America, from 
Sforzheim and Hanau. The manufacture and trade in amber 
has its chief seat in Dantzic. Vases, cameos, and cheap jewel- 
lery of agate, jasper, onyx, and rock crystal are made in large 
quantities in the principality of Birkenfeld, a dependency of 
the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg. The Zollverein imports most 
of its clockworks from Switzerland and from France; but the 
Black Forest has a special reputation for its manufacture of 
wooden clocks. Great progress kas been made in this truly 
rural manufacture since the Government established a course 
of instruction in mechanics and the arts of design for its special 
benefit. This is one of the examples in which a local trade 
has derived advantage from special care of the Government. 
Nuremberg; but plate-glass mirrors of large size were all 
tablished a two-branch manufactory at Stollberg and at 
Mannheim, within the boundaries of the Zollverein. Glass 
bottles and goblets are largely manufactured in several towns 


| 


Looking-glasses have long been manufactured at Furth, near 
NT . 
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of Rhenish Prussia, and are usually of a more elegant form 
‘\than French articles of the same kind. Cut crystal glass, 
white and coloured, are chiefly.imported from France, and 
Bohemia in the Austrian dominions. Count Schoffgatsch has 
a glass manufactury at Warmbrun in Silesia, which competes 
with the glass-work of Bohemia. Painting on glass is success- 
fully practised at Berlin, Aix-la-Chapelle, Linnich, Stuttgard, 
Munich, and Nuremberg. The Prussian Government has 
established a royal manufactory for improving this art. 
Earthenware and porcelain manufactories are numerous within 
the Zollverein. In the last century, the establishment of 
porcelain manufactories in imitation of royal Sévres was the 
passion of many German princes. Beside those at Meissen, 
Berlin, and Vienna, there were also porcelain works at Nympten- 
bourg near Munich, at Bayreuth, and at Gotha. Since that 
period private enterprise has multiplied the number. But 
amongst royal manufactories, the only ones that have retained 
any reputation are Meissen, the first founded, and that at Berlin, 
founded by Frederic the Great. The commoner painted porcelain 
pipes come from Thuringia. There is in the Zollverein a con- 
siderable manufacture of imitation precious stones. Germany 
holds the highest rank in Europe as a producer of chemicals, such 
as salts, acids, and dyes of all kinds used in manufactures, finé 








mines of salt. Hanover, Westphalia, and Hesse have also 
valuable salt supplies. The rock salt of Statsfort can be used 
in its native condition. By the convention of 1867 the Govern- 
ment monopoly of salt, which was the principal impediment to 
its consumption, has been removed, and in substitution a fixed 
tax of 15 francs per metrical quintal has been imposed on all 
edible salt. The salt employed in manufactures or in agri- 
culture is exempt. The rapid extension of the manufacture of 
beetroot sugar dates from the foundation of the Zollverein. 
There are now within its limits 270 sugar manafactories. In 
South Germany there are comparatively few factories, many 
undertakings having failed. The quantity of beetroot sugar 
consumed in the country in 1865-66 was estimated at about 
21 million quintals. In France, in 1865, after the most produc- 
tive beetroot crop ever known, the produce barely exceeded 
two million quintals, and has since fallen off by one-fifth. 
Beetroot now supplies one-third of the sugar consumed in 
Europe. The prosperity of the beetroot sugar manufacture is 
great in the Zollverein, and the makers are so confident of being 
able to compete with cane sugar, that they placed over their 
display at the Paris Exhibition the proud motto—*‘ Nec 

terrent.’’ The Zollverein, and especially Prussia, distils spirits 
largely, chiefly from potatoes ; while in France beetroot is the 
root exclusively employed for that purpose. Our tourists little 
think how often they get something not so good as British, 
brandy under the name of cognac. The wine manufacture of the 
Zollverein cannot compare in importance with that of France. 
About 100,000 hectares, or 250,000 acres, are under vine 
cultivation, which are almost exclusively found in Baden, 
Wurtemburg, Franconia, Hesse, Bavaria, and Rbenish Prussia. 
The produce does not amount to one-fifteenth of that of France. 
Beer is a formidable rival of wine in the Zollverein; and, 
except in two or three districts, wine is considered a luxury. 
A considerable trade has sprang up in the manufacture of 























‘science in chemistry and mechanics. 
||that every man, woman, and child in Bavaria consumes about 


champagne from the white wines of the Rhine, the Neebar, 
and the Moselle. in 1865 one company at Hockheim produced, 


:|467,000 bottles of sparkling hock, sold retail at one thaler a 


bottle. But the manufacture of beer has become more im- 
portant than that of wine. Bavaria, from time immemorial, 
has been celebrated for its breweries, and has spread them all 
over Europe and in America. The tendency, for some years 
past, in Germany as in England, has been to organize beer 
manufacture on a great scale, with all the appliances of modern 
It has been calculated 


133 litres of beer every year. The French writer looks with 
favour on the spread of the taste for beer, and only desires 
that it could be sold in Paris somewhat cheaper. Tobacco is 
another manufacture which has made great progress in the 
Zollverein, in not being, as in France, a monopoly, or as in 
England, heavily taxed. Thereis, however, a project for very 
much increasing the tax on home grown and on imported 
tobacco, the consumption being about equal, and as nearly as 
possible double that of England and France. Bremen is at the 
head of the tobacco trade, both as an importer and manofacturer, 
‘and as a free city is independent of the customs and taxation of 
the Zollverein. 





arts, and pharmacy. Prussia possesses in Saxony inexhaustible. 
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The third report of the commissioners appointed “ to inquire 
“‘ into the best means of preventing the pollution of rivers” 
is devoted to the condition of the Aire and Calder, the principal 
seat of the woollen and worsted trades in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, and is a very amusing publication, got up regardless 
of expense, very likely to be useful to popular lecturers, and 
those intelligent schoolmasters who desire to furnish their 
pupils with a little information about the staple trades of Eng. 
land ; but it will not have much influence on the purification of 
the Yorkshire rivers, except by showing how abominable is their 
condition. The commissioners do not venture to suggest any 
legislative restrictions, because the manufacturers would resist 
any that did not embrace the woollen trades of other districts of 
England and Scotland. With respect to sewage, which com- 


bines with dye stuffs to poison the Yorkshire streams, we trace|| 


the fine Roman hand of Mr. Rawlinson, in the jaunty way in 
which he treats the disposal of this most ticklish and trouble. 
some nuisance. When he tells us that liquid sewage may be 
disposed of on undrained clay, people who understand the sub- 
ject are amazed at such an example of the class of Government 
officials who have “‘ ears and hear not, eyes and see not.” We 
have arrived at a stage in town drainage when, profitably or 
unprofitably, sewage must be laid or poured upon the land, to 
be there deodorized, and made both useful and innocuous, 
For the future, streams large and small must cease to be the 
main sewers of towns or villages. The parties responsible for 
town sewage cannot too early learn to dismiss from their 
minds the extravagant expectations of profit from sewage 
which have been the greatest obstacle to its useful application. 
In those exceptional instances where the soil is self-drained, 
the disposal of liquid sewage, when brought to farm-land, 
will be comparatively easy ; but in the much more frequent 
case where strong clay stretches for miles and miles round the 
district to be relieved, complete thorough drainage of the land 
on which the sewage is to be applied, even at an expense of 
£5 or £6 an acre, is indispensable. If to this permanent im- 
provement be added the trituration and aération of the soil, 
which is only to be obtained by steam cultivation, the results 


in agricultural produce—we do not say profits—cannot fail to; 
be most satisfactory. Town Councils and Boards of Health|! 
must look to the future if they hope to make a good job—i. e., |, 
keeping neighbouring waters clean, and getting rid of the) 


drainage of their streets. There are two courses open to 
them according to the circumstances of their localities and the 
condition of their finances. They may either take land of 
sufficient area—and it must be sufficient—to dispose of their 
sewage, drain, and prepare it for a sewage farm, with the 
needful buildings, machinery, main and minor channels, for 
water, beds, &c., and let it, when completed, on lease to one or 
more tenants; or they may be satisfied with conveying the 
liquid to a great distance from the town, and making arrange- 
ments to give it away gratis for a certain number of years to 
those who will undertake to prepare their farms or market 
gardens and use it. The experiments that have been made on 
a large scale at Lodge Farm, Barking, by the Essex Reclama- 
tion Company (late Napier and Hope’s), will convince the 
most incredulous that, at a sufficient distance from town, 
sewage can be applied in open channels without nuisance, and 
with extraordinarily productive results. The grass part of the 
farm has been laid out, on the ordinary water meadow system, 
in flat beds, fed from one or more wooden troughs. From 
these fields six crops of Italian rye grass have been cut, and 
eagerly consumed by cows kept for the purpose. At this 
time of the year there is no perceptible smell from the coffee- 
coloured liquid as it slowly flows along the wooden troughs. 
In other fields may be seen magnificent crops of mangel, 
grown in the regular manner with solid manure, but assisted at 
critical periods by liquid sewage, giving an average weight per 
acre that we should really be afraid to quote. Some fields of 
cabbages, grown with solid and assisted by liquid sewage, show 
equally satisfactory results, far exceeding anything to be seen 
of the same kind of crop in a district celebrated for market gar- 
dening. It must be obseved that Lodge Farm does not show one 
or a dozen extraordinary specimens of mangel or cabbage, but 
acres of extraordinary size and weight. What is done there 
with sewage pumped once, and in some instances twice, ap 

driven through miles of pipes before it reaches Lodge Farm, 
may be done everywhere, and such powers of fertilization will 
command tenants, and relieve towns now in a dilemma of one 
difficulty. Not that we would venture to say that this experl- 

















mental farm pays—we doubt it very much, for we saw the 
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cows eating purchased hay, and that must be a very expensive 
way of manufacturing milk ; but it shows what may be done 
on a large scale, and what must be done by all great towns 
where the quantity of sewage being great a variety of crops 
must be provided, to take advantage of the watering as well 
as of the manurial qualities of sewage. At Lodge Farm they 
have prepared, under the superintendence of an experienced 
grower, a series of strawberry beds. They expect to make a 
eat success in dry seasons by irrigating the roots of the 
plants through small channels cut on each side of the beds, 
and so arranged as not to touch or soil the leaves or fruit. 
They expect thus to be independent of droughts, and to secure 
t crops at times when field crops usually fail. Here the 
advantage will be in the great scale of operations. A bed in 
a strawberry garden may be watered by hand or by hose, but, 
when you come to acres of strawberries on the old plan, all 
must rest with Nature; but if the Lodge Farm experiment 
answers, every strawberry grower in the Barking district 
will be anxious to render himself independent of seasons, 
by a supply of liquid sewage, especially as no costly pre- 
paration is required—no hydrants, no pipes—but simply 
beds like asparagus beds, but not so high, with narrow 
channels on each side, into which, at proper times, the liquid 
manure may be turned. It is impossible to exaggerate the 
importance of any experiment that may create a demand for 
metropolitan sewage before it reaches the outfall prepared at 
so much expense, and until the distant day when the Maplin 
Sands, having been banked out from the sea, are turned into 
market gardens, self-drained, and of boundless fertility. In 
spite of the confident declarations of Mr. Bazalgette, there 
are strong reasons for believing that the outfall system is a 
failure; that, as was prophesied by a well-known scavenger 
contractor, ‘‘the river will be blocked up by the contents of 
“the sewers.”” Already a great bank has been formed—a 
bar on which ships have grounded, if not stuck. This is not 
surprising when we remember that into the sewers of the 
metropolis an enormous quantity of the dust and mud of 
macadamized roads and pulverized granite must find its way 
through rain and street-watering, and that it is the interest of 
the scavengers to do what is illegal, and sweep as much mud as 
possible into the gullies. To prevent this saving of expense 
of carriage would require a trusty guardian all night at every 
gully-hole. Trusty guardians are not to be had for 18s. a 
week. The Maplin Sands scheme, when executed, would at 
once relieve the river, and take all the sewage not consumed 
by farms and gardens on the way; but if we are not misin- 
formed, the financial condition of the company is not satis- 
factory, and shareholders and funds are alike wanting for the 
vigorous and rapid execution of a work which, in view of the 
condition of the Thames, ought not to be delayed an unneces- 
hour. The clever people who threw out the first Bill, 
and drove so hard a bargain with Messrs. Napier and Hope, 
were, it seems ‘‘ too clever,” and the company was floated, or 
rather launched, a year too late to find solid subscribers. But 
the idea is not only sound, but the only resource to relieve the 
Thames from poison on the one hand, and from a bar to navi- 
gation on the other. 


To return to the report on the rivers of the West Riding— 
which, as before observed, is not- less amusing because it is 
exceedingly discursive—the first point we gather is that the 
Yorkshire manufacturers, having resorted to the banks of 
rivers for the use of the pure waters, have taken extraordinary 
pains to befoul them, and that nothing less than some power 
removed from local influences will ever be able to restore the 
waters to the purity so essential to the prosperity of the 
woollen manufactures. Steam power has largely superseded 
water power, for ‘‘ water power is uncertain and troublesome. 
“ There are no large lakes in the West -Riding to equalize the 
“delivery of water, and the manufacturer is subject to the 
“irregularity of seasons of droughts and of floods.” To pro- 
duce steam power millions of tons of coal have been and are 













and with this the adjoining watercourses are accidentally or 
intentionally supplied, in some places almost choked with 
refuse, which it is no man’s business to clear away. The most 
€conomical mode of heating boilers materially diminishes the 
amount of cinders, and also of smoke. 
and worsted products of Great Britain are of the value of over 
“ixty-four millions sterling, of which one-half is made in 

orkshire, The following are the processes in which water is 
used in manufacturing woollens and worsteds :—1, scouring 








used, One-eighth remains in the form of solid cinder or ash, | 


The annual woollen | 


the wool with a lye and hot water, to remove grease and dirt ; 
2, washing with clean cold water; 3, dyeing, when the cloth 
is to be wool-dyed; 4, scouring eloth with fullers-earth to 
remove oil and water; 5, dyeing, when piece dyed ; 6, milling 
or falling with soap and warm water; 7, scouring to remove 
soap; 8, boiling to give it a permanent face; 9, steaming to 
take away the liability of the finished cloth to spot. For all 
all these purposes clean water, if not in every case essential, 
is most advantageous. In wool washing the wool is immersed 
in a copper filled with stale human urine diluted with water, 
or else with pigs dung; it is afterwards washed in clean water. 
The first portions of the washing are a yellowish, glutinous, 
stinking liquid, which is passed into the rivers. The wool- 
dyeing is a second source of pollution, which the reporters 
describe at some length. The waste liquid is discharged 
from the dye-vats, and the soapy and coloured liquid 
from the falling process. The report suggests several 
modes for extracting dye before discharging the liquid into 
the streams. The extraction of grease from the soap-suds 
that have been used in washing woollens has been practised 
for many years, and manufacturers are paid, for the concession 
of what once was waste, from £50 to £150 a year; but one 
millowner mentioned in the report receives £3000 a year. A 
table shows that seventeen manufacturers use oil in the aggre- 
gate to the value of £40,000, and soap £12,000, and receive 
from contractors, for liberty to recover the grease, about 
£1000. The reporters, or rather Professor Way considers the 
methods employed in Yorkshire for extracting the grease from 
the soap-suds and oil from the wooi extravagant and inefficient. 
He enters minutely into details, makes several suggestions 
founded on his chemical knowledge, and mentions “ that very 
“large quantities of sulphuret of carbon—the price of which 
“has fallen from one guinea per lb., which it was in 1247, to 
“* to about three-halfpence per lb.—are used in France for the 
“ purpose of extracting the grease of soap employed in wash- 
“ing silk, of which no less than 50,000 tons of soap are so 
“employed, which formerly was allowed, after use, to flow 
“into the Rhone, but now most of it is recovered.” These 
are the most novel points of the report. The conclusions re- 
commend the appointment of central and district Conservancy 
Boards—first, to aid the Salmon Fisheries Commissioners ; 
secondly, to prevent the obstruction of rivers and running 
waters by casting in solids, and all forms of water pollution ; 
thirdly, to take cognizance of all existing weirs, mills, dams, 
river walls, embankments, reservoirs, &c.; and, fourthly, to 
hear appeals in cases of works of any character affecting the 
condition of rivers. We may expect a fourth, if not a fifth 
report, on the rivers of the West of England. 











Circular to Gas Compant(es. 


Tue critical situation in which the metropolitan gas companies 
have been placed by the report of the committee on the Metro- 
polis Gas Amendment Bill gives additional value to any com- 
munications or movements on the part of the companies, or of 
those who may be supposed to be taking action against them. 
Under these circumstances, the report of the directors of the 
Imperial Gas Company forms an important document. It was 
read at the half-yearly meeting of the company on the 10th 
inst., and will be found in another part of our Journat. It 
reviews the circumstances of the late parliamentary contest | 
fully and fairly, and indicates clearly the points that barred all | 
further proceedings. As the committee accepted the agree- 
ment between the Board of Trade and the gas companies as 














| the basis of their proceedings, there seemed great incon- 
| sistency, to say the least, in subsequently departing from that 
| agreement in any essential point, and the directors allow it to, 
| be seen that, in their opinion, there was injustice as well as/ 
| inconsistency in the conduct of the committee. Indeed, the’ 

more we reflect upon the question, the more we are at a loss) 
to understand how the committee should have laid so much 
i stress on breaking a condition which appears, in all legal 
signification, to be a part of the original agreement, and which 
might never have come into practical operation. When the 
question arose whether back dividends should be provided for 
beyond six years, it appears to have taken the committee by 
surprise. They seemed to have conceived that a new claim 
was being made by the gas companies, and they resisted it as 
an obtrusion. It can only be on that ground that the conduct 
| of the committee can be accounted for. Having accepted 
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the'agreement between the gas companies and the Board of 
Trade as to the maintenance of their existing rights, it was 
extraordinary that they should Have refused to recognize as 
one of those rights the power to pay back dividends. It may, 
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|| perhaps, be accounted for by a misconstruction by the com- 


mittee of the Act of 1860. There are several persons who 
have read that Act again and again, and have erroneously 
come to the conclusion that, according to the construction of 
the second clause, the payment of back dividends was to cease 
altogether six years after the passing of the Act. Legal 


or might not be put upon the words. If, however, the construc- 
tion of the clause by Mr. Sotheron Estcourt’s committee in 
1860 was to the effect that back dividends remained payable 
for any term of six years after the passing of the Act, there 
seems no reason whatever why Mr. Cardwell’s committee 
should have refused to adopt such a construction, which is 
strictly its legal signification. The fate of the Bill last session 
seemed to turn upon this point, and though it may appear to 
be trivial, it is one that requires to be clearly and distinctly 
established. 
The directors of the Imperial Company show—and?. 
fact not denied by the committee themselves—that the 
fully complied with all the requirements of the Act of ¥% 
and that, so far as their company was concerned, no advatitage 
had accrued to them from the passing of that Act which they 
did not previously enjoy. Nevertheless, they were prepated 
to make ample concessions which would have conferred upon 
the public the advantages of considerably increased: illumi- 
nating power, diminution in the price of gas, a regulation of 
its purity by the most improved practicable chemical tests, 
and the searching examination of their accounts;#4[The com- 
pany did not object to accede to the proposed amalgandlgion with 
other companies, but at the same time the directorg:siow that 


phraseology is often very involved, and such a meaning might 






could scarcely be expected to produce any dimiffatign in the 
expenditure. Even with the present price of/d4geper 1000 
feet, and with an illuminating power of 14 ‘afidles, the gas 
and meter rentals of the company have nof*begh sufficient to 
pay the statutory dividends, and it has been*found necessary 
to draw upon the reserve-fund to the extent of £29,929, 
while the working expenses amounted to 77°32 per cent. on 
the gas rental, with the price of 4s. per 1000 feet. The 
Imperial Company have strong cause to complain of the 
injustice with which they have been treated by Parliament 
during the last four sessions. Though compelled to supply 
gas to all who may require it, and though these demands are 
pressing upon them in a manner which their limited works 
will not allow them properly to meet, their applications for 
additional land ‘tid for power to raise additional capital have 
been again and again refused. The directors state in their 
report that they have been compelled, by the want of space, 
to pull down many benches of seven retorts, though in good 
condition, and to construct in their places settings for ten, 
though from the latter arrangement they do not expect eco- 
nomical results. Having placed their case fully before the 
shareholders, they intend once more making an application to 
Parliament for power to comply with the obligations which 
Parliament has itself imposed. 

The half-vearly meetings of the Commercial, the Phoenix, 
the South Metropolitan, the Surrey Consumers, and other 
London gas companies, have also been held, at which, of 
course, the subject of the Metropolis Gas Amendment Bill and 
the conduct of the committee formed important points for re- 
mark. The accusation brought against the gas companies by 
the committee that, while they have derived great advantages 


j}in their very extended district an Se ae 


j)from the Act of 1860, the consumers of gas have received 


Hlittle advantage, was forcibly shown to be erroneous, and that 
the public have, in fact, gained more by the Act than the gas 
companies. In the cases of the Commercial and of the South 
Metropolitan Companies, especially, it was pointed out that 
there had been, during the last six years, successive reductions 
in the prices of gas, while the dividends of the companies had 
remained the same. The chairman of the South Metropolitan 
Company appeared, indeed, to be of opinion that the gas com- 
|panies had been too liberal in their concessions to the com- 
mittee, and he considered it a matter of congratulation that 
|the Bill had not been passed. All the companies seem pre- 
pared for the coming contest next session, which there is reason 
,to believe will be much more severe than any previous one. 
— have already been given of Bills to be introduced for 
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thirteen metropolitan companies have taken the initiative b 

giving notice of a motion for a Bill for amalgamation into one, 
two, three, or more companies. In such a notice no specific 
plan of the proposed amalgamation can be expected, but 
among the compensation to officers the directors are specially 
included. The Chartered Company have also given notice to 
renew their application of last session, for the construction of 
works near Barking Creek, and for other purposes. The Im. 
; perial Company will be prepared with a new Bill similar to 
their last; the Corporation of the City of London have in. 
structed the Special Lighting Committee to bring in a Bill for 
supplying the City with gas; and the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, at their meeting on Friday last, referred the parlia- 
mentary notices on the gas supply to a committee, and they 
will most probably be discussed at their next meeting. 

Mr. Bontems, the chairmar of the Special Lighing Committee 
for the Corporation of Londen, is also a vestryman of Isling- 
ton, and, at a recent meeting of the vestry, he moved a 
resolution having for its effect the equalization of the prices 
charged for gas to various local boards by the Imperial Com. 
pany. Mr. Bontems very properly objects to the differential 
prices charged to local boards and to private consumers, and 
in a recent speech he contended that there was great injustice 
in charging the latter a higher price than for gas supplied to’ 
the public lamps. But his motion at the Islington vestry was 
so far a perversion of his principle that it would tend to make! 
the difference still greater. It appears, from Mr. Bontems’s) 
statement, that the prices charged to the local boards in the 
district of the Imperial Gas Company are 3s. 7d. in the 
parish of Islington; in Marylebone, 2s. 114d.; in Bethnal, 
Green, 3s. 14d.; and in St. Pancras, 3s. 3d.; the general 
price to private consumers being 4s. per 1000 feet. He has) 
done good service in exposing this unjust disproportion in the 
charges of gas. It was one of the heavy incumbrances which 
impeded the progress of gas lighting at its commencement, 
that local authorities compelled gas companies to light the 
public lamps at unremunerative prices for the privilege of 
breaking up the pavement for laying down their mains. Some 
remains of that practice still exist, against which we have on 
many occasions strongly protested; and we were not aware, 
until Mr. Bontems brought it into notice, that even in one of 





the regulation of the supply of gas to the metropolis. The|| 





the metropolitan districts gas is, at the present time, charged 
only 2s. 113d. to the local authorities, while the regular 
charge amounts to 4s. per 1000 feet with meter-rents. In} 
any legislation that may be adopted in the next session for the 
regulation of the gas supply of the metropolis, we trust that 
all such inequalities will be swept away. 

The six months experience of the Alliance and Dublin Con- 
sumers Gas Company in the supply of 16-candle gas at 4s. 6d. 
per 1000 feet, throws some light on the cost of manufacturing 
gas of that quality under circumstances somewhat similar to, 
those of London. In Dublin, the working expenses were proved 
to be 73°83 per cent. on the gas and meter rentals; the working 
expenses on a rental with the price at 4s. per 1000 feet, or 
one-ninth less than that charged at Dublin, would be raised to 
about 83 per cent. To pay a dividend of 8} per cent. on 
their capital, the Alliance Company have had to draw upon 
their profits of previous years; but there is good ground for 
hope that this dividend will be realized in future, and that it 
|may be increased as the resources of the undertaking are 
| developed. 

The provision in the Newcastle Company’s Act of the last ses-| 
sion, for increasing the tolerated quantity of sulphur in 100 feet 
from 15 to 17 grains, appears to have been an almost unnecessary 
precaution. In a report made to the last meeting of the Town) 
Council by the examiner of gas, it was stated that, in recent) 
testings, the illuminating power was proved to be 14°48 and) 
14-62 candles, and that the quantity of sulphur contained in 100 
cubic feet did not in one case exceed 4°20 grains, and in another, 
case 6°35 grains ; in each experiment upwards of 10 cubic feet) 
of gas having been consumed. ‘These satisfactory results, it 18! 
observed, have been obtained by the use of good coal, efficient) 
scrubbing, and purification by lime, without in any great degree) 
deteriorating from the illuminating power of the gas. [t is 
witi. much satisfaction that we record this success ; but it must 
be observed that other companies may not have at their dis- 
posal equally efficient means for reducing the sulphur com- 
pounds to the low proportion of the Newcastle Company § 32S- 
It appears, from a series of Worcester papers we have re- 

















ceived, that the question of ges lighting in that city is still 
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agitated by one or two turbulent spirits, who will neither let 





there is an opportunity of making themselves conspicuous by 
to accede to all reasonable requests of the local authorities, 


and the risk of lavishing the ratepayers money in getting up a 


per lamp, which matter was still under consideration. 

We are surprised to see the decision of the Phcenix meeting 
respecting the secretary, Mr. Pridden’s, resignation. We had 
supposed the only feelings would have been those of regret at 
the loss of his services, instead of which there was a somewhat 
lengthened debate as to whether his retiring pension should be 
£300 or £400. We see Mr. Pridden’s last year’s precarious 
income was nearly £1000, which is only the amount of a fired 
income common to most of the secretaries of the large com- 
panies of the metropolis. He solicited the Government old 
scale of allowance for a sick and superannuated officer of nearly 
40 years service—viz., three-fourths of his income received, or 
£750. If Mr. Pridden’s health would have allowed him to re- 
main in harness for another year, until the general amalgamation 
into one company takes place, there is little doubt but that his 
compensation would be £1000 a year, when the Pheenix Com- 
pany is merged. But Mr. Gray’s motion for a smaller sum of 
£600 was negatived, and £400 was carried on a rough show of 
hands of 33 proprietors in a room of 64. It appears extraordinary 
that no individual proprietor required that the usual mode of 
voting according to the number of shares should be adopted. 
Consequently no proxies could be used, and 33 proprietors 
| —representing probably as many thousand pounds—appeared to 
icarry the question against the proxies, which, we are informed, 
were in Mr. Gray’s hands, from about 150 proprietors, to the 
jextent of about one-third of the capital, or a quarter of a million- 











Register of New Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


2749.—THomas Weston, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, tube 
maker, for ‘An impr t or impr ts in the manufacture of 
| ornamental metallic tubes’? Sept. 30, 1867. 
772.—CuHar.es Ritcure, of Brixton, in the co. of Surrey, gentleman, 
for “‘ Improvements in mechanism or arrangements applicable to steam- 
boilers and their furnaces, the said mechanism or arrangements being 
especially applicable to those boilers and their furnaces with which gas 
is the combustible used.’’ Oct. 2, 1867. 
2809.—Luxe Witu1ams, of Fenchurch Street, in the City of London, 
for “‘An improved combined lift and force-pump.”” A communication. 
| Oct. 5, 1867. 
2811.—Naruaniet Fortescur Taytor, of 8, Manby Street, Stratford, 
in the co. of Essex, gas engineer, for * Improvements in means or 
apparatus to be used in impregnating air and aériform fluids or gases 
with hydrocarbons, and in burners used in burning the inflammable 
air obtained, which burners are also applicable when burning other 
gaseous fluids.”’ Oct. 5, 1867. 
|2823.—Ricuarp Garratt, of Sheffield, in the co. of York, plumber and 
gas-fitter, for “An improvement in ball and other cocks.’’ Oct. 8, 1867. 
| 2840.—Wixu1am Ports, of Handsworth, in the co. of Stafford, manufac- 
turer, for ‘* Jmprovements in gaseliers.’’ Oct. 9, 1867. 
2847.—Ricnarp Brotuerton, of Wolverhampton, in the co. of Stafford, 
wrought-iron tube maker, and Joseph Matpron, of Wolverhampton 
aforesaid, wrought-iron tube maker, for “ Improvements in the manu- 
facture of lamp-posts.”” Oct. 10, 1867. 








GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

| 2531.—James Josepn Hicxs, of Hatton Garden, in the co. of Middle- 

sex, for ** Improvements in means or apparatus employed for lighting 

gas and other jets or lamps, candles, cigars, apd other articles,”’ 

Sept. 7, 1867. 

| 2539,.—BensaMIN Franxun Stevens, of 17, Henrietta Street, Covent 
Garden, in the co. of Middlesex, gentleman, for “‘An improved illumi- 
nating roof and roof pavement.”” A communication. Sept. 7, 1867. ; 

|2629.—Ricuarp Watson, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, fire- 
proof safe manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for distri- 

(| buting gas for heating and lighting.’’ Sept. 19, 1867. 

| 2641.—Wir1iam Ports, of Handsworth, in the co. of Stafford, manufac- 

| turer, for “Improvements in apparatus for ventilating rooms and 
buildings.” Sept. 20, 1867. 

2665.—Anous Mackenzie, of Capel Street, Dublin, plumber, and 
Sauce, Rosinson, of Brunswick Street, Dublin, foreman builder, 

for ** Improvements in apparatus to be applied to cisterns for prevent- 

|, tg waste of water.’’ Sept. 21, 1867. 

| 2668.—Apam Arrcuison, of Wilton Terrace, Peckham, gas engineer, and 
Henry Joun Grantuam, of Dockhead, Bermondsey, both in the co. 
of Surrey, for “‘ Improvements in the production of carburetted gas, 
and in the apparatus and burner applicable thereto.”’ Sept. 21, 1867. 

2674.—CHarLeEs Rircunir, of Brixton, in the co. of Surrey, gentleman, 
for “Improvements in apparatus for regulating automatically the 
supply of gas, air, and water, or any one or more of them, to steam- 
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themselves nor their fellow-citizens remain in peace so long as | 
their littleness. Though the gas company expressed their desire | 
attempts are being made to induce the latter to incur the folly | 


competing supply. The last proposition was that the company | 
should contract for a year to light the public lamps for 63s. | 


| 1864. 
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| boilers heated by gas or otherwise, and for utilizing the heat of the 
gases produced or heated by combustion.’ Sept. 23, 1867. 
| 2686.—Hvucu Fores, of 184, Euston Road, N.W., parish of St. Pan- 
cras, in the co. of Middlesex, for “ Improvements in the construction 
of rotary pumps.” Sept. 24, 1867. 

2688.—Grorce Barcuexpor, of Liverpool, in the co, of Lancaster, 
cement manufacturer, for ‘ Improvements im trough water-closets,” 
Sept. 24, 1867. 

2692.—THomas Henry Witurams, of 20, Cecil Court, St. Martin’s Lane, 
in the parish of St. Martin, in the co. of Middlesex, for “An improve- 
ment in gas-burners.” Sept. 24, 1867. 
' 2694.—Cuartes Denton Anet, of 20, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co, of Middlesex, patent agent, for ‘‘A new or improved 
method and apparatus for converting the gaseous products of combus- 
| tion into combustible gases.”” A communication. Sept. 25, 1867. 
2700.—Gxorce CLayTon and Witi1aM Marneck, both of Leeds, in the 
co. of York, for “‘ Improvements in water-meters.”” Sept. 25, 1867. 

2701.—WiL.1Am Woopcock, of Pimlico, in the co. of Middlesex, engi- 
neer, for ‘* Improvements in apparatus or arrangements Sor warming 
and ventilating buildings.” Sept. 25,1867. 

2716.—Groxce WILKINSON, of St. Leonard’s Road, Bromley, in the co. 

| of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in pumps.” Sept. 26, 1867. 

| 2718.—Joun Brunton, of 37, Kensington Park Gardens, Notting Hill, 

| in the co. of Middlesex, for *‘ Improvements in machinery for raising 
water.” A communication. Sept. 26, 1867. 


} 





| 
| NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


1487.—Tuomas Mercatr, of Newton Heath, near Manchester, in the 
co. of Lanzaster, for “ Improvements in burning all hydrocarbon oils, 
such as creosote, petroleum, paraffin oil, shale oil, gas tar, and other 
similar products capable of being used as fuel.” May 20, 1867. 

1530.—Freperick Harpwick Jounson, firm of Cotton and Johnson, of 
Grafton Street, Soho, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
gas blow-pipes, and in blow-pipe torches or flames.’” May 23, 1867. 

1561.—Hexzent Frost, sen., and Hersert Frost, jun., both of the 
city of Manchester, machinists, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
measuring fluids, which improvements are also applicable for obtaining 
motive power and for pumping.” May 27, 1867. 

1653.—Tuomas Harvey Saunpers, of 27, Coombe Road, Sydenham, in 
the co. of Kent, for “A new oil or gas stove.” June 5, 1867. 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR, 
| 2374.—Joun Cuartes Wiison, “ Improvements in pumps.” Sept. 27, 








METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 


At the Weekly Meeting of the Board, at their Office, Spring Gardens, on 
Friday, Oct. 11—Sir Joun Tuwarres in the chair, 

The Soxicrror (Mr. Smith) drew attention of the board to the report of 
the select committee of last session on the East London Water Bills, &c., and 
to the several suggestions made by the committee in reference to the supply 
of water to the metropolis generally. He said he was not aware whether the 
board contemplated any parliamentary action in the matter, or that they 
concurred in the views enunciated in the report; but probably they would 
think it desirable to refer the report to a committee, to consider whether any, 
and if so what, steps should be taken, and whether the board should place 
themselves in communication with the Government thereon. There could be 
no doubt the subject was one of great importance to the public. 

Colonel Hoag said the opinion of the committee was that the Metropolitan 
Board, or some central authority, should have control in the matter. 

The report was referred to a committee. 

The Soxicrror also called attention to the parliamentary motion of the 
Chartered Gas Company. He said the company proposed to go to Parlia- 
ment for various purposes, one of which was to erect works for manufac- 
turing gas at Barking; they also proposed to make a river wall at North 
Woolwich, and to lay down pipes and alter the levels of the sewers under 
the jurisdiction of the board. The subject required serious attention, and 
ought to be referred to a committee. Le also drew attention to a notice 
given by Messrs. Baxter of the intention of the gas companies of the metropolis 
to apply in the next session for an Act or Acts to amalgamate into one com- 
pany, or into two, three, or four companies, the whole of the metropolitan gas 
companies, or to incorporate a new company, and to vest the undertakings of 
the existing companies in such new company, with power to make and receive 
rates, rents, and charges; to extend, contract, define, and fix the limits of the 
new company; to regulate the capital and borrowing powers; to create new 
capital ; to purchase lands; to compensate officers; to take on lease, hire, hold, 
and work colliers, lighters, and vessels, coal-mines and collieries, with all such 
other powers as may be necessary, proper, and useful to enable the company 
to procure coals and other materials for the manufacture of gas at a cheap 
rate, or which would otherwise tend, directly or indirectly, to improve the; 
quality and reduce the price of gas; also to amend or repeal the Metropolis 
Gas Act, 1860, and other Acts. With respect to the Metropolis Gas Act 
Amendment Bill, and the report circulated among honourable members, he 
observed that the City of London contemplated taking some action next 
session, and they had issued a circular on the subject. Probably it would be 
well that all these matters should be referred to the committee. 

Mr. Evans said he observed it stated ina report of one of the gas com- 
panies meetings that the Metropolitan Board expended £4000 last session in 
opposing the companies. He wished to know whether the whole of the 
expense actually incurred had been ascertained. 

‘The Soxicrror said it had not, as some of the bills had not yet come in, 
but he should imagine that somewhere about half the sum named would cover 
the whole expenditure. 

Mr. Newron said the whole question of what had been done by the board 
in reference to this case was now before the Gas Committee, but they needed 
some further information from the solicitor as to the costs incurred before 








they could make a report. 
The suggestion of the solicitor was adopted. 
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METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Tue Pusuic Licutine in Sr. Mary, Istrveron. 


At a Meeting of the Vestry of this Parish, held on Friday, October 4— 
Mr. Repp1sH in the chair, 

Mr. BoytTeMs, in accordance with notice, moved the following resolu- 
4ion:—“ That it be referred to the Lighting Committee to ascertain and 
report why the parish @f Islington is charged 8s. 7d. per 1000 cubic feet for 


per 1000, and the parish of St. Pancras and the railway stations only 3s. 3d. 
per 1000, and all by the same company.” In doing so, he said he had no 
doubt the vestry would remember that amongst the gas bills introduced 
into Parliament in the last session was one from the Imperial Gas Com- 


perial Company obtained from Parliament power to raise an additional 
amount of capital to the extent of £325,000, upon one part of which they 
were to be entitled to a 6 per cent. dividend,and upon the other part 7 
per cent. The company’s bill of last session proposed to increase that 
capital to £975,000, and to increase the interest upon the whole of it to 8 
per cent. 

The Cuatrman: Do you mean to increase the interest on that which 
was already raised at 7 per cent.? 

Mr. Bonrems: Precisely so. 

Mr. Groom: What has that got to do with the motion? 

Mr. Bontems said he would show the connexion presently. The com- 
£243,750, also to borrow money upon debenture stock without any specified 


(Mr. Bontems) thought the vestry of Islington ought to have petitioned 
against it, so as to have been in a position to oppose it. By some means or 
other, however, that was not done. He thought it was always desirable 
that petitions should be lodged against bills of this nature, because very 
often in that way evil might be prevented and sometimes considerable 
good done. 

Mr. Groom rose to a question of order. 


motion of which he had given notice. 

Mr. Bontems said it was utterly impossible for Mr. Groom to say at that 
moment whether or not the observations he was making were relevant to 
the motion. He thought he might safely appeal to the vestry to be allowed 
to state his own case, and he did not know why Mr. Groom should object 
to his doing so in his own way. At the time of the interruption he was 
expressing regret that a petition was not lodged by the vestry against the 
Imperial Company’s bill, so that at all events they might have been able 
to watch its progress in the House of Commons. There was great danger 


opposition, because, as they knew by experience, these capitals were some- 
times raised and dividends paid upon them for a long time before they 
were utilized for the public. Three or four years ago the Phoenix Company 
were authorized to raise £204,000, and their customers were charged 74 
per cent. upon that capital, and yet he believed that up to this day none of 
it had been used for the purposes of the gas consumers. Strange to say, 
this bill was not opposed by the Metropolitan Board of Works. He believed 
the vestries were sometimes induced not to lodge petitions against gas 
bills under the impression that the Metropolitan Board was watching their 
interests in Parliament, and that, therefore, it was needless to incur the 
expense themselves. In this case certainly the board did not petition, and 


The parish of St. Pancras petitioned, and were the only local authority who 
a in opposition. 


standi to appear in opposition. 
power, must do it. 
hear the vestry. 


bill. 

The Vestry-CLerk said they presented a petition the previous year, and 
he knew: how it was done. 

Mr. Bontems said he might inform the vestry-clerk that, having been 
resent throughout tre inquiry this year, he knew that the parish of St. 
‘ancras were allowed to oppose the bill, and that they did it effectually. 
The bill was referred, with others relating to the supply of gas in the 








metropolis, to a ‘select committee, over which Mr. Cardweil presided, and 
after the general case was concluded, the Imperial Company were told that 
their bill would not be passed unless they consented to certain terms which 
the committee thought fair and reasonable. Those terms were that the 
maximum price of gas should be reduced to 3s. 9d. per 1000, and the mini- 
mum illuminating power raised to 16 candles. 
the other companies, refused to consent to these terms, and, therefore, the 


The company entreated the committee to allow their bill to pass, and said 
they were under penalties for not supplying gas to their district, and that 
their present works were not sufficient to admit of their doing so satisfac- 
torily. The company asked the committee either to relieve them from the 
penalties or to pass the bill; but the committee were firm, and distinctly 
refused unless the company conformed to their terms. Now, he thought 
the terms proposed by the committee were very moderate, and their mode- 
ration was proved by the fact that at the present time two of the London 
companies-—the Independent and the South Metropolitan—were charging 
8s, 4d. per 1000 for what they called 14-candle gas. The companies them- 
selves stated that the extra cost per candle would be only 23d. 

r. Groom asked whether they meant dips or moulds. 

Mr. Bontems protested against these interruptions, which he said were 
very unseemly. 

Mr. Groom said he was not interrupting. He did not address the remark 
to the speaker, but to Captain Hillman, who sat next him. 

Mr. Bonrems continued. ‘The extra price per candle being only 23d., the 
cost of increasing the illuminating power from 14 to 16 candles would be 
5d., thus making the charge 3s. 9d. per 1000, which was just the price 
which the committee thought it reasonable that gas should be supplied at. 
He considered also that the reasonableness and moderation of that opinion 
were proved by the circumstance to which he would now call the attention 


Ronee vestry—viz., that the Imperial Company themselves told the com- 


ittee that they supplied the public lights in the parish of St. Marylebone 
at 2s. 11d}. per 1000; in Bethnal Green at 3s. 1}d.; in St. Pancras at 





3s. 3d., where they also supplied the large railway stations on the same 


were not in a position to oppose the bill when it came before the committee. | 
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| high price for that with which he was supplied, to be assured that all other 
- : e : . or | persons in similar circumstances were charged alike. But in this case they 
the gas consumed in the public lamps, while the parish of St. Marylebone is | 
eharged only 2s. 11}d. per 1000, the parish of Bethnal Green only 3s. i}d. | 


pany—the company which had the largest district in the metropolis, and | 
the one which lighted uearly the whole of the parish of Islington with | 
gas. The chief objects of that bill were as follows:—In 1866 the Im- | 


pany also proposed to take power to raise, by way of mortgage, the sum of | 


limit. Now, those were important powers asked for in the bill, and he | 


He would feel extremely sorry | 
to turn off Mr. Bontems’s tap, but it did appear to him that the subject he | 
was now bringing before the vestry had nothing at all to do with the | 


in allowing bills of that nature, for raising large capitals, to pass without | 


————$—— 
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terms; in St. George’s, and some other parishes, including Islington, at 
3s. 7d.; and in remote places, like Highgate and Hampstead, at 3s. 11d,, 
while the private consumers were being charged 4s, If they began with 
the price of 2s. 11}d., and went up to 4s., it was fair to assume that the mean 
or average price was not much more than. 3s. 4d. It was some consolation 
when a person was subject to a high rate of taxation, or was charged a 








had not this consolation, and the injustice seemed the greater when some 
were charged a very high price, in order that others might be supplied at 
less than the article was worth. He considered it was an injustice to this 
parish that it should be charged at the rate of 3s, 7d. for the public lamps, 
while some others were charged so much less; and it was a greater injustice 
to the private consumers to be charged 4s., because the witnesses for the 
Imperial Company told the committee it was more to their advantage to 
supply gas to private consumers than the public lamps—. ¢., that the 
companies lost more by leakage in the supply tothe public lamps than by the 
supply to private individuals. That seemed to be not only reasonable when it 
was considered that each public lamp required a separate service, but it also 
seemed to have been anticipated by Parliament, for in the Act of 1860 it was 
provided that the local authorities shouid not be charged more for the 
public lamps than the lowest price charged to private consumers ; it 
evidently being feared at the time that without some such provision a 
higher rate woyld be demanded. He presumed, however, that in the eye 
of the law the railway companies would be regarded as private consumers, 
as distinguished from the local authorities, and, therefore, it was contrary 
to the law to charge the parish of Islington 3s. 7d., and to charge the rail- 
way companies 3s. 3d., but for the contract which bad been made by the 
vestry with the company. ‘The fact that the vestry had entered into such 
a contract made the charge legal; but he thought the Lighting Committee 
should bear this fact in mind when the time came for making a new con- 
tract. The public were now pretty well convinced, from the report of the 
select committee, that they were being charged too much for their gas, 
and the question was how to bring the companies to reason. He was glad 
to say there was some indication of coming to reason on this subject on the 
part of the gas companies. He understood that they were engaged in pre- 
paring a bill for an amalgamation, which they were to propose in the next 
session of Parliament. He sincerely hoped the bill would meet the 
case, and that it would prove satisfactory to the Legislature and to the 
public, so that there might be no occasion fur further efforts on the 
part of those who were trying to obtain a supply of cheap gas in 





the metropolis. He for one would be glad to find that his labours 
were ended; but if the companies did not themselves bring in a bill}| 
to meet the requirements of the case there were two courses proposed by | 
Mr. Cardwell. One was that the local authorities should give notice to}) 
bring in bills, and that course had been already resolved upon by the cor- | 
poration of London. He was not aware that it would be desirable for this ! 
vestry to take a similar course, or that at present the Metropolitan Board of} 
Works should do so; but Mr. Cardwell had pointed out another mode of 
dealing with the question, which was, that whenever the companies ae 
to Parliament for increased capital or enlarged powers, Parliament should || 
bind them down to those terms for the supply of gas which the committee || 
said were reasonable. He had no doubt the Imperial Company would have |} 








| to go to Parliament next session, or at all events before long, to renew their |’ 


| firm, and compel them to comply with the terms laid down. 


| Opposition or non-opposition of the Metropolitan Board of Works to the 
he Vestry-Cierk said the parish of St. Pancras would have no locus | 
The Metropolitan Board, being the greater | 
The committee of the House of Commons would not | 


Mr. Bonrems said the vestry did petition, and were heard against the | 


Tke Imperial, as well as | 


committee declined to give them authority to raise the capital they sought. | 


| lengths of mains for’ your service; we bind ourselves to do it, and perhaps 


| was fallacious, because wherever gas was laid on there population came; 


application for fresh capital, and he hoped that then Parliament would be 
In the mean- 
time it was the duty of this vestry to ascertain why they were being 
charged 3s. 7d. when other parishes, and even private consumers, were 
charged so much less. He concluded by moving in the terms of his notice. 

Mr. SAwWBRIDGE said he would second the resolution with a great deal 
of pleasure. He must say, however, that he rather regretted Mr. Bontems 
had been so discursive in moving it, for he could not exactly see what the} 


bill of last session had to do with the question. ‘The only consideration 
which influenced him was that this parish was paying so much more than 
other parishes for the public lamps, and it was their duty to try and 
get their gas as cheap as they could. They had simply to inquire why 
they were called upon to pay 3s. 7d., while St. Pancras and other parishes 
paid much less. Looking at the matter in that light, he cordially seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. S. Price said he thought many reasons might be given for the increased 
price. It might be that they were being supplied with gas of a better quality. 
No doubt Mr. Bontems was an authority on these matters; but he (Mr. Price) 
did not see how the vestry could enter upon an inquiry as to the quality of 
the gas in Islington as compared with that supplied in other parishes. The 
committee, he feared, would not go straight without some aid, and there- 
fore he should propose that, for the purpose of this inquiry, Mr Bontems 
should be placed on the committee. He submitted that as an amendment. 

The CuArnMan said he could not conceive that this proposal amended 
the motion for an inquiry, and therefore it had better he put as a substan- 
tive resolution after this was carried. 

Mr. Dennis thought there could be no objection to the inquiry, although 
he believed it would be of no effect. Inquiries of this kind had, to his 
knowledge, been frequently made from the time of the old trustees, and the 
answer was always one and the same. The company always said—“ Your 
parish lies far and wide, aud we are called upon very often to drive long 





of all the parishes we supply yours is the one out of which we get the 
least.” That would be their answer in the present instance. Nevertheless, 
he believed that the argument about driving these long mains unprofitably 


houses were built, and shops were opened, requiring a supply. The com- 
pany ought not, therefore, to employ the argument, but that would be all 
the answer the vestry would get. The quality of the gas and the price 
paid for it was a far different thing, and should be kept distinct from an 
inquiry of this kind, which had been made over and over again. 


Mr. Groom said he did not object to the inquiry, nor did he object to 
Mr. Bontems stating the facts of the case. hat he objected to was. to 
Mr. Bontems making a long, stump, rigmarole speech, which had nothing 
at all to do with the question before the vestry. He believed Mr ie 
was right in saying the company had always stated that in a long strage ing 
parish like this the driving of long mains for the supply of the public Jampe 
entailed upon them so great an expense that they could not supply on 
cheaper. The parish of St. Pancras nowhere contained such districts “ 
Highbury New Park, and other like places in this parish, where the — t 
pany had to lay down great lengths of main for the public lamps, an 4 
obtained no contribution from shops or large private consumers. Nor ve 
the parish of Bethnal Green contain such districts, and therefore there “ie 
no analogy between the circumstances of the different a 
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believed that would be the answer of the company, and it was a perfectly 
reasonable one. At the same time, he thought the vestry should get their 
gas as cheap as possible; but there must be justice to individuals as well as 
to corporations. Ifthe directors of the gas company could show that they 
were only charging a reasonable price for the gas supplied to the parish, 
having regard to the peculiarities of the locality, why should they not be 
paid that reasonable sum? If Mr. Bontems or any other gentleman had 
one farm which lay within a ring fence and close to the homestead, whence 
everything could be readily furnished, and another farm which was half a 
mile from the homestead, would he for one moment fancy that he could get 
the same rent for each? If he did, he was very much mistaken; it would 
be madness to expect it. The same argument would apply to the supply 
of gas in a long straggling parish like Islington and the more concentrated 
supply in the parish of St Pancras; and any one who considered the question 
fora moment must see that there was a great difference in the conditions 
which might justify a difference in the charges. He (Mr. Groom) was 
not a shareholder in the Imperial or any other gas company, and it was 
perfectly immaterial to him personally whether the vestry paid 3s. 7d. or 
1s. 7d. per 1000 for their gas. He was merely giving utterance to his 
opinion as an individual npon a subject which he thought was a fair and 
reasonable matter to discuss, and he considered that Mr. Bontems had no 
right to allude to him in the manner in which he had addressed him. 


Mr. FuLLER remarked that the “ main” argument used by the gas com- 
pany, as quoted by Mr. Groom, was not consistent with fact. Although it 
might be true that in the parish of Islington the company had to lay mains 
over some portions of a straggling district, it must be borne in mind that 
there was on the south side of the Thames a company, already referred to 
in the course of this discussion, which supplied gas of a quality equal to that 
of the Imperial, at a charge of only 3s. 4d. per 1000 to private consumers. 
It should be remembered, too, that that company, as well as the other 
companies in the metropolis, could not, in accordance with the Act of 1860, 
charge a higher price for the public lamps than for the private lights. Con- 
sequently, although the vestry had not the information before them as to the 
actual charge made for the public lighting in the South Metropolitan district, 
they were quite sure that it cou!d not be at a higher rate than 3s. 4d., so 
that in the parish of Islington they were paying certainly 3d. per 1000 
more than was charged in what he asserted, and challenged contradiction, 
was one of the most straggling districts in the metropolis. He ventured to 
assert that every foot of main over the whole extent of the Imperial Com- 
pany’s district would produce 23 per cent. more profit than the same length 
of main in the South Metropolitan dis‘rict, and yet the latter were charging 
at the least 3d. per 1000 cubic feet below the price charged by the Imperial 
Company in the Islington district. Allusion had been made to the public 
lighting contract existing in this parish. He might, perhaps, be allowed to 
say that he considered that contract was a very injudicious one; he might 
even put it stronger, and, with all due deference to the Lighting Committee, 
say it was a very foolish contract. ‘To enter into a contract for seven years 
certain, at a given price, for the supply of an article which was likely to 
fluctuate at any time, was a step which he hoped no future Lighting Com- 
mittee would ever be so foolish as to take. 
|} Captain Hituman, as a member of the Lighting Committee, said he 
||should be very happy to have the information asked for in Mr. Bontems's 
|motion, but he knew the answer to the inquiry would be the same as 
Mr. Groom had given—“ Your parish is a very large and straggling parish, 
jand requires many miles of main to be laid for the supply of only a small 
number of lamps.” Mr. Fuller had charged the Lighting Committee with 
doing a very foolish thing. It was somewhat marvellous that this very 
foolish contract was signed when Mr. Fuller was present, without any 
objection being made on his part. He might inform Mr. Faller that it was 
guite in the power of the vestry to put an end to that contract at any 
time by giving six months notice to the company, so that, if Mr, Fuller 
were sincere in his opinion, he had only to bring a motion before the vestry 
to terminate the existing arrangement for the supply of the public lamps, 
and to begin de novo. 

Mr. Maurey, alluding to the observations of Mr. Fuller, said that what- 
ever the South Metropolitan Company were charging for the public lamps 
now, he might state that at the time the contract of the Islington vestry 
was made with the Imperial Company for the supply of the public lamps 
at £4 12s. 6d. each per annum the South Metropolitan Company were 
charging in their district £5 5s. per lamp. 

Mr. Bowron objected to the course the discussion was taking, and 
thought the arguments of the last speakers might very well be left to the 
gascompany. There could be no coubt that if the vestry effected a reduc- 
tion in the charge for the public lighting they would be conferring a great 
benefit upon the parish, and, therefore, he was quite surprised that any 
member should speak against such a reduction. 


Captain Hittin said he had never made such an observation. 

4 Groom thought Mr. Bolton's illuminating power was certainly very 
small. 

Mr. Bouton said it was rather strange to him to hear the strong speeches 
that had been made. If those speeches meant anything, they meant that 
those who made them were against any reduction of price. He thought 
such observations as had been made might better have been left to the 
gascompany. He (Mr. Bolton) would not have risen to speak at all but 
for the strong observations made about Mr. Bontems. He considered that 
the vestry were much indebted to Mr. Bontems for the very valuable and 
instructive facts he had brought under their attention. Probably some of 
the gentlemen present would never have otherwise known there was so 
great a disparity in the prices charged in this parish and the adjacent 
parish of St. Pancras. For the sake of eliciting these facts, they might 
well pardon a little discursiveness on the part of the mover. 

Mr, DENNIs, jun., was sure the representative of the organ of the gas 
companies, who was present, would be very much obliged to the members 
of the vestry for the arguments against themselves with which they had 
supplied him. If they had studied their own interests, he thought the best 
course would have been to refer the question to the committee without discus- 
sion. The gentlemen who had spoken appeared to have forgotten or omitted 
one important matter—viz., that in the bill of last session for amending the 
Metropolis Gas Act there was a clause (63) to the effect that no company 
should charge a higher price per 1600 cubic feet for gas supplied to any 
loca! authority than the lowest price per 1000 cubic feet charged by them 
&t the same time to any other local authority. If that bill bad been passed 
; there would have been no difficulty in settling the question now before the 

Vestry. At present they had little or no information beyond what was 
afforded by the speech of Mr. Bontems. It was, therefore, desirable the 
reference should be made for inquiry, but he trusted the motion would 

Carried without further discussion. It would be very easy then to put 

- Bontems on the Lighting Committee pro tempore, and they would thus 
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advantageously discuss. 

Mr. Bontems, in reply, said if he had supposed the real reason of the 
difference in the price charged for the public lighting in Islington was the 
scattered character ofthe district, he should not have brought forward this | 
motion. He had very good reason for knowing that the difference did not 
arise from tuat circumstance, but from the fuct of the parislies of Maryle- 
bone and St. Pancras having taken advantage of bills being in Parliament 
to make terms wit! the gas company for the sake of staving ofi opposition. 
Admitting, however, that the argument was a correct one, it was no reason 
why the private consumers should be charged 4s. per 1000 for their gas, 
and they were charged that, even in the places where it was said the lighting 
was most concentrated. The vestry were the representatives of the private con- 
sumers, as well as the local authority paying for the public lamps, and there- 
fore it was their duty to ascertain why the private consumers were paying 
4s. while the local authority and the railway companies were charged less. 
With regard to the little altercation between Mr. Groom and himself, he 
could only say that if he had expressed himself warmly he regretted it. 
He was sorry to differ from that gentleman on any occasion, but the 
remark made by Mr. Groom, when he was speaking of the difference of two 
candies in illuminating power, as to “dips or moulds,” was certainly not 
a pleasant suggestion to fall on his ears. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. Pricr moved that, for the purpose of this reference, Mr. Bontems be 
added to the Lighting Committee. 

The motion having been seconded, 

Mr. Tiwewe.. said he thought it would be sufficient if Mr. Bontems 
were requested to attend the committee. 

This suggestion was not seconded, but the motion was put and carried. 





SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held at the London 
Tavern, on Tuesday, Oct. 8—THomas BripGe Siupson, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Livesey) read the notice convening the present 
meeting, the minutes of the last meeting, and the following report of the 
directors :— 

Among the several matters mentioned in the report submittec to the proprietors 
at their meeting in April last, that which the directors considered ca led for more 
especial notice was the bill introduced into the House of Commons by the Board of 
‘frade for the purpose of regulating the metropolitan gas companies. This vill, as the 
proprietors are doubtless aware, was afterwards referred to a select 
the House, who had it under consideration for « period of at teast 20 days; and, 
although the evidence of the opposing witnesses was, in the opinion of your direc- 
tors, satisfactorily rebutted by that of the companies officers ers, the com- 
mittee were not willing to make such arrangements for the pr ion of existing 
rights as the directors of the several companies considered they were justified in 
requiring, and therefore the bill was withdrawn. 

Some days before the conclusion of the inquiry, the committee resolved—** That 
the settlement must provide for the improved administration of the system by 
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reduced expenditure;” and they appended to that resolution t they thought 
**by the amalgamation of s« 2 meements of the 
districts, that object might be ed.” Since the promulgation of this 
opinion, the direetors have ¢ y considered the subject of an amalgamation 
with the Phanix and Surrey Consumers Companies, and they have come to the 
conclusion, subject to the approval of the proprietors, that although the junction of 
this company with any others cannot be beneficial to either the proprietors or the 
consumers in their district, and may p he or, they will 
not oppose any reasonable scheme t ; 

The business of the company is i: 
extension of buildings in the large open spaces of the district it will 
tinue to improve; should this be so, it will shortly be necessary to seek powers | 
from Parliament to raise further capital, as the call of £3 per share, made payable 
on the 17th inst., will complete the capital the company is authorized to raise unde: 
their present Act. 

By the accounts to be submitted to the meeting, it will be found that the rental 
for gas and the receipts for products, &c., tor the half year to June 30 last 
amountto . . . ee Fak a £51,475 18 2 
And the expenditure for the same period to 39,634 4 3 

£11,821 13 
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to be appropriated for the payment of the usual dividend of 
half year. 

The works and plant are in good order and condition, and with the new gas- 
holder to be completed before the end of the year, will be quite ample for any 
demands likely to be made during the coming winter. 

The CHarrMAN: Gentlemen, in moving, according to cnstom, that the 
report just read be received and entered on the minutes, I have but very 
few remarks to make. Most of the shareholders are aware of the nature of 
the opposition to which we, in common with the other gas companies of 
the metropolis, have been exposed, through the proceedings of the agitators, 
during the past half year. The Government, as you probably know, were 
induced by those persons to bring in a bill for amending the Act of 1860, 
and still further regulating the operations of the gas companies. I am 
sure I need not tell you that as regards this company there could be no 
real cause of complaint. We have done all in our power to carry out the 
provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act, and to meet the reasonable demands 
of the public. I think when that Act passed we were charging 5s. per 
1000 cubic feet in the outlying districts, and 4s. 6d. in the urban district. 
Within a month after the passing of the Act we reduced our price to 4s. 8d. 
in the former and 4s. 2d. in the latter, and have continued making redue- 
tions till the present time. Now our price for gas in both town and 
country districts is 33. 4d. per 1000 cubic feet. Having thus com- 
plied with the Act of 1860 in letter and in spirit, giving to the public 
every advantage which the satisfactory progress of our business enabled 
us to secure for them, I feel that I must congratulate you on the fact | 
that the bill of last session did not pass into law. I do not wish to 
say anything that would needlessly irritate parties on the other side, but I 
am bound to say that I could really only regard that bill as a bill of con- 
fiscation. I might refer you to articles which have appeared in the Z'imes 
and other papers in confirmation of the opinion I have just expressed, and, 
therefore, as I say, we may congratulate ourselves that the bill was thrown 
out. I trust, before long, we ay have something before us that we shall 
be enabled to accept with propriety; but at the present time I do not think 
we are in such a situation that we are compelled to take anything they 
may choose to offer us. The bill of last session, as originally introduced, 
actually proposed so far to interfere with us as to reduce our maximum 
dividend from 10 per cent. to8 per cent. After considerable negotiation, 
and in order to prevent the bill being thrown out on the second reading, 
the Government consented to forego that provision, and allow us to retain 
our maximum. The original provisions as to the price of gas and its 
illuminating power and quality were strongly opposed by the companies, 
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and these points, too, the Government consented to leave to the conaidera- 





committee fixed the price of gas at 3s. 9d., and its illuminating powev at'16 
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candles. I believe—honestly believe—there are many companies in London 
who could not supply gas of that quality at the prescribed rate, and make 
their 10 per cent. dividend; and the requirement to do so was additionally 
objectionable from the fact that the committee would not allow the 
deficiency of dividend in one year to be made up out of the profits 
of a gy ogy year. It seems to me a very hard case that when 
we have done all in our power to comply with the terms of the 
Act under which our capital was invested, an attempt should be 
made to deprive us of those advantages which we believe we are 
really entitled to. There were some other clauses in the bill which 
were highly objectionable. Under severe pressure, and in order to avoid 
continuous expense, we certainly did agree to accept many things which I 
hope and trust never will be consented to again. One provision in the bill 
was that all penalties to which we might be exposed, from whatever cause 
they might accrue, should be taken out of your dividends, and not out of the 
general profits of the undertaking. There was another provision for the 
appointment of three commissioners or examiners, who were to be paid a 
sum of money for their services, which sum was to come out of the funds 
of the companies. These examiners were to be at liberty to come upon our 
premises whenever they pleased, and dictate tc us how we should manu- 
facture our gas,and with power to require any alterations they deemed 
necessary. Then there were to be public auditors, paid for by the com- 
panies, who were to dictate to us how we should keep our accounts, and 
the kind of books we should employ. In fact, if that bill had passed we 
should no longer have been masters of our own business. Looking at the 
whole thing from beginning to end, I say again I think we must congratu- 
late ourselves that the bill was thrown out, and I heartily hope the com- 
panies will never again give their assent to some of the stringent provisions 
which last session they agreed to accept. I do not know that I have any- 
thing farther to say to you, and therefore I beg to move—* That the report 
be received and entered on the minutes.” 

The motion having been seconded, 

Captain HenninG said he observed that the general expenses of the 
company were considerably in excess of last half year. 

The Secretary said the general charges included about £400 which the 
company lost through an explosion of gas, and £400 additional for law 
charges. Unfortunately, the former sum did not represent the whole of 
their loss by the explosion, and there would be a large sum to charge in 
the next half year’s aecounts. 

Captain HennineG asked whether any farther dividend was expected 
from the estate of Sir Charles Price. 

The Secretary said he expected the company would obtain the whole 
of the sum remaining due. In fact, since the accounts were made up £500 
had been paid. 

Mr. GrAy, alluding to the bill of last session, said he considered it was so 
objectionable in all its clauses that, in the interests of the companies, it 
ought to have been thrown out on the second reading. What subsequently 
occurred fully confirmed the view he originally took of the measure—viz., 
that it was one which it was a discredit to any Government to submit to 
Parliament. 
ferent Acts of Parliament, and unless it could be oe that they had 
violated any of the conditions of their incorporation, there was no justifiable 
ground for interfering with their position. The Government might, 











£286,369 19 10 

The CHAIRMAN, ia moving that the accounts be received, referred to the 
proposed amalgamation of the various companies, and said that though the 
directors were quite satisfied this company could receive no benefit from 
such a course, still, if the interests of their shareholders and consumers were 
not impaired, they would have no hesitation in entering into a combination 
of that kind. At the same time he felt that there was no necessity for it, 
so far as they were concerned. The company had a large plot of ground, 
which was capable of being utilized for the purpose of furnishing a greatly 
increased supply of gas, and, looking at the nature of their district, he 
believed they would in a very short time have quite enough business for 
one undertaking. There was a considerable tract of ground yet to be built 
upon in their district, the demand for gas was rapidly extending, and the 
company had before them a prospect of success in every point of view. 








Under these circumstances, there did not seem to be any motive for an | 


The metropolis gas companies were incorporated under dif- | 





with equal propriety, interfere with the landed interest of the kingdom, 
who held their property in precisely the same way as he held his shares 
in gas undertakings. The metropolitan companies were ar desirous, if 
possible, to come to an amicable adjustment of the question during the last 
session, and they came to an arrangement with the Board of Trade to the 
following effect—that the present price of gas should be continued until the 
1st of January, 1869; that from the present month until that period the 
illuminating power should not be less than 14 candles; and that from and 
after the Ist of January, 1869, the price should be reduced to 3s. 9d., and 
the illuminating power increased to 16 candles, subject to certain provisions 
for the future regulation of both price and quality which they believed to 
be alike equitable to the public and to themselves. To their surprise, how- 
ever, the committee, who he thought were bound in honour to carry ont 
that arrangement in all its integrity, adopted a course which he had no 
hesitation in saying, if the companies had been compelled to accept, would 
have handed them over to utter ruin. Sir Stafford Northcote, at the out- 
set, not being very conversant with this matter, referred it to Sir John 
Thwaites and the Metropolitan Board of Works, who, with that magnanimity 
for which they were distinguished, proposed a mode of dealing with the 
ow so as to secure them a certain dividend, the basis of which was a 
confiscation of 50 per cent. of their investments, and the payment of 6 per 
cent. interest upon the remainder. In making this proposal the Metropolitan 
Board intimated that the companies were engaged in a hazardous under- 
taking, and that at any moment some new discovery might annihilate all 
their property. One would have imagined that, under such circumstances, 
it would have been equitable to secure them a dividend to some extent 
commensurate with the nature of their risk. But then came the question, 
which had not yet been answered—viz., what right had Sir John Thwaites, 
or the board over which he presided, to embark public moneys in sucha 
hazardous undertaking? He hoped the companies would yet survive the 
attacks which were being made upon them, but this conld only be done by 
vigilantly watching the proceedings of their opponents. They must put 
their own shoulders to the wheel, and not lie down and call upon Jupiter 
to help them. If, after all their efforts to protect their interests, they failed 
to succeed, they would die pitied but not censured. For himself, he 
was prepared again to buckle on the armour, and if need be to renew the 
struggle, should his strength be continued next session, remembering that 
the coward dies several times, but the hero only once. While willing to 
meet the fair and reasonable demands of the public whenever it could be 
done without sacrificing the just interests of the companies, he would never 
yield to clamour. The companies only desired to secure for their pro- 
prietors that dividend which the Legislature had declared they were fully 
entitled to, and it seemed to him truly lamentable that they were not 
allowed to carry on their business without these continual interruptions 
and enormous parliamentary expenses, which must inevitably result in 
preventing those reductions in the price of gas which the companies would 
be as glad to have the opportunity to make as the public would to receive. 

Captain Henn1nG said he regarded the bili of last session as a shameful 
attempt at spoliation, and he thought the shareholders were deeply indebted 
to the efforts made by the directors of the several companies to put a stop 
to such robbery. 

The motion was then put, and carried. 

The Secretary read the following statements of account :— 

















Dr. Working the Establishment, for the Half Year ended June 30, 1867. Cr. 

To Gas-rental— | By Directorsandauditors . . ........ . & 650 0 0 
6. Gc ee 6 ef £24,971 12 3 Salariesandcommissions . ...... . . . 41,92918 8 
ee! ete ee oe ee og 14,810 16 10 ne a « « 6 » & 6 @ ¢ « « «~~ 1,775 12 2 

—— £39,782 9 1 Stationery and general charges Lek a gt ope 
Residual products— Supervision and labour. . . . 6,431 15 0 
; ow £8,257 17 3 Tools and implements . 500 17 11 
Breeze . 418 8 0 Repair and maintenance 1,459 5 6 
Tar. 1,515 19 10 Purifying and labour 369 16 4 
Liquor. 315 5 6 Coals used . Os a 20,185 13 1 
10,507 10 7 Mains repaired E oe eo oe 162 12 4 
Old materials . . 80 14 0 Pe. by 5 e & «8 * « 6 * woe a 77:16 1 
Miscellaneous receipts . 1,105 4 6 Meters . 928 17 7 
Distribution 2,761 9 3 
Bad debts, &c. 553 118 
Balance. . . 11,821 13 7 
£51,475 18 2 £51,475 18 2 

Dr. Balance-Sheet, June 30, 1867. Cr. 

To Reserve-fund.....,. . £20,000 0 0 By Freehold . £33,505 6 9 
see ee ee eae ve oe 15,658 10 11 Works . a ad . 177,605 211 
ES a ae ee ee ee 481 7 4 Stock on hand— 

Investment-fund . — . 75458 15 11 Residual products £161 6 6 
Wc a 6. 4 . 240,549 0 0 Coals . . 3,828 0 0 
Unclaimed dividend . ‘ 7819 0 Main-pipes 2,085 3 9 
Sundry creditors. . ... e 2,140 6 8 | Service-pipes . a 224 11 8 
| RN ev he, ‘os & 1,728 19 0 
8,028 0 11 
Amount due to the company— 
ae ae £15,997 17 2 
| Ocke . . 1,831 15 0 
| a See eee 248 19 3 
| Sir C. Price’s account . 1,093 7 6 
Interest Bi er 433 11 2 
19,605 10 1 
| Cash— 
} a £15,294 14 11 
| In hand for freight . 200 0 0 
Petty cash. ‘ 100 0 0 
| —_— 15,594 14 11 
} Investment— 
| aa £20,000 0 0 
| New Three per Cents. . 4,689 4 0 
| ne << « 6. : 7,342 0 3 
| nnn See 4:3 
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amalgamation; but, as he said before, if the interests of the proprietors 
could be protected, and the interests of their consumers not jeopardized, he 
did not think they should raise any objections to such a course. 

Captain HEaTHORN remarked that in any arrangement for an amelgene 
tion there were several considerations to be kept in view, and he was fearfu 
that, under all circumstances, this company would suffer. In the first place, 
up to the present time they had been very successful. It was true that in - 
early history of the company the shareholders received only a smal 
dividend, but thanks to the attention and care of the directors, aided by their 
able and indefatigable manager, a large amount of prosperity had a 
secured. The whole thing was now in excellent working order, and 
their operations were satisfactorily conducted. In any scheme for an 
amalgamation a new system would have to be inaugurated; fresh — 
probably would be appointed, and before the matter was finally adjust 
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there would be, he was persuaded, a large amount of money expended 
which would have to come out of the shareholders pockets, but would be 
of no benefit to the public. It must be remembered, too, that the company 
had a duty to those who were consumers; their guarantee was with them, 
;and he did not see any way in which a general amalgamation with other 

, companies could be effected without: bringing about such an average price 
for gas as would make the consumers in this district pay more than they 
were now paying. It was therefore difficult to say how any such arrange- 
ment as that proposed could be satisfactorily accomplished. 

Mr. Gray said he thought the observations of the last speaker were very 
much to the point. It might be very much to the interest of two or three 
companies to amalgamate, but what he complained of was the attempt on 
the part of Parliament to force all the companies into such an arrangement. 
The South Metropolitan Company had a very large district at present 

unlighted, and in the course of time their rental would be trebled; there- 
fore, lookjng to the interest of this company alone, he thought it was desirable 
they should remain as they were, and not amalgamate with any other com- 
pany; at the same time, if it could be effected so as to be beneiicial to others 
without compromise to the interests of this company, the question might be 
, worth consideration, and he had no doubt the directors would give due 
weight to the arguments in its favour. They were men of sound judgment, 
and would do nothing to injure the property confided to their care. 
| The CHarrMAN reminded the meeting that the directors, in their report, 
|had expressed the opinion that an amalgamation could not be beneficial 
| either to the proprietors or the consumers. It waz a question for the con- 
| sumers as well as the proprietors, and the directors could not lose sight of 
| that view of the matter. 
| A Proprietor said he believed the chairman only alluded to the subject 
as one which might be forced upon the attention of the directors by Par- 
liament. 
The CHatrMAN then moved—“ That a dividend at the rate of 10 per 
cent. per annum for the half year ending June 30 be now declared, and 
that cheques for the same be forwarded to the proprietors at their own 
dwellings.” 
The motion having been seconded, was put and carried unanimously. 
A Proprietor asked how much of the profits of the half year would be 
absorbed by the dividend. 
The Secretary said the total amount of the dividend, after deducting 
|income-tax, was £11,505 16s. The profits were more than sufficient to 
(Pay. both dividend and tax. 
he CHAIRMAN said there was no other business to transact at this 











meeting, and he would only remark that it was his firm conviction that if 
the gas companies generally were left alone they would soon be able to do 
as this company had already done—viz., reduce the price of gas; but while 
they were continually exposed to interference with their business, having 
their attention drawn off from the legitimate object of their undertaking, 
and having to incur enormous expenses in protecting their interests, these 
reductions must necessarily be postponed. 

Mr. Gray moved a vote of thanks to the directors for their great atten- 
tion to the interests of the company. 

The resolution was seconded, and cordially adopted. 

The Cuairman acknow!edged the vote, and said the directors had done 
all in their power to maintain the efficiency of the concern, and they were 
—_ gratified to find that their efforts were appreciated by the share- 

olders. 

On the motion of Captain Henniva, seconded by Mr. Hitt, the thanks 
of the meeting were given to Mr. Livesey, the secretary and manager. 

In putting the motion, the CHAarrMAN said the directors heartily con- 
curred in the remarks made as to the value of Mr. Livesey’s services. 

The Secretary said he was sincerely thankful for this kind expression 
of satisfaction and confidence on the part of the proprietors, and he hoped 
he should long continue to enjoy it. 





COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the 
London Tavern, on Friday, Oct. 4—Cnartes Satispury Burier, Esq. 
M.P., presiding. 

The CuarrMAN read the notice convening the meeting, and the seal of 
the company was affixed to the register of proprietors. 

The Secretary (Mr. Jaques) read the minutes of the last meeting, and 
the following report and statement of accounts, having been printed and 
circulated among the proprietors, were taken as read. 

The directors report that the net profits for the half year ending the 30th of June 
last amount to £21,904 7s. 1ld. They therefore recommend that a dividend of £5 
per cent. for the half year (less income-tax) be declared, 

The directors have had under their anxious consideration the recommendations 
embodied in the recent report of the select committee of the House of Commons, 
and they trust that, during the next session of Parliament, an arrangement may be 
effected which will be satisfactory to the shareholders as well as to the public. 

It is with much regret the directors announce the death of their old and much 
esteemed colleague, Mr. Robert Beeton, but, pending tle present negotiations, it is 
not thought expedient to fill up the vacancy. 


STATEMENT UF ACCOUNTS, 
Showing the Actual State and Condition of the Concerns of the Commercial Gas Company, for the Six Months, ending the 30th day of June, 1867, 











Statute, or Authority, under which raised. 


Shares... =. se we oe oh oo © © co ofh%,486-2/5ths-1/10th-1/20th 


I. Caprrat.—State of the Account at the End of the above Six Months. 


Number of Shares. Amcunt per Share. | Paid up per Share. 





Total Capital. 











} CommeErciaL Gas Act, 
| 15 & 16 Vicrorta, cap. 155. 


Borrowcod moneys . . . 2. © ec ee ec eo eo oh eee ee eo © 





| Total Paid up. | 
25 0 0 £25 0 0 | £437,163 15 0 
3-4/5ths-1/10th Various. 6610 0 | 
£437,230 5 0 
17,490-2 /5ths 1/20th | 
Rate per Cent. Amount. | 
I ced da seta es ge Monten RN 
oe San ee 4 | ate | 500 0 0 
| Total capital . ‘| £437,730 5 0 














RECEIPT. 
Sale of gas— 
At4s. per 1000feet. . . . £56,761 2 0 
Public lighting and contracts 7,330 10 7 
etnies 64,091 12 7 
Sale of residual products— 
Coke . a. ee oe ie ree 
Breeze. . 1. . + « « 435 12 10 
are 1,532 1 8 
Ammoniacal liquid . 579 7 1 
a 12,429 7 11 
| Miscellaneous receipts . . . ». « « + « 188 17 10 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
£76,709 18 4 


The CHarrMan, on moving the adoption of the report, said: I cannot 
commence the few observations I have to address to you by telling you that 
our operations for the past half year have been of the usual peaceful 
character; truth obliges me to say that they have been the reverse of 
peaceful. The attacks made upon ns have caused us considerable anxiety; 
for although it is well known that this company is a consumers company, 
having, at the outset of its operations, largely reduced the price of gas, 
and having since made many reductions, all our thoughtful care and 
economy in the interest of the public for between 30 and 40 years would 
seem to be for the moment, and I trust only for the moment, ignored. I 
am not about to enter upon a lengthy discussion of the proceedings before 
the committee of last session. A crowded meeting of this nature is scarcely 
the place in which to invite a discussion on the questions raised before the 
committee, and I am sure it would not tend to facilitate a solution of the 
Many difficulties by which the gas question is surrounded, but I can traly 
answer for the Commercial Gas Company, that we are not only willing but 
anxious to afford every facility in our power in promoting an equitable 
settlement of the whole question. It is well that you should know that 








! 
| 
| 
| 








II. Rrvenve.— Account during the above Six Months. 











EXPENDITURE, 
Management— 
Directors allowances St ae £ 750 0 0 
Salaries of secretary and clerks . 1,387 3 6 
Collectors commission . —" 838 4 0 
Rent, rates, and taxes of offices. . 50 0 0 
Stationery, printing, and general 
ee ss es ee Se el 911 8 10 
Paymenttoauditors .... . 75 0 0 
Manufacture of gas— ——————— £4,011 16 4 
Coals, including carriage, dues, &c. £33,179 18 9 
Purifying materials. o--. en 612 18 3 
Supervisionandlabour ... . 10,527 19 2 
Tools and other implements . . 255 18 11 
Ordinary repair and maintenance o 
WS 5's wt 6 ete ef 1,983 15 0 
Rents, rates, and taxes of manufac- 
cis «ere wens: eh: SE SS 
48,255 14 9 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 
Ordinary repairand maintenance . . . . . ¢ 41,3381 4 0 
Meters— 
Restoring and replacing . ° Me ae ee 885 18 8 
Law and parliamentary charges . . . . £311 0 0 
Interest paid from profits on £500, borrowed 
capital, at4percent. .. .... 9 16 
—_— $20 16 8 
Balance for shareholders profit . . .. . . . . « 421,904 711 


£76,709 18 4 


Reserve-fund invested in Consols, £9369 3s. 9d. 
We have examined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. 


CuHARLEs SALispuRY BuTitEeR, Chairman. 
Grorce Jaques, Secretary. 

all attempts to create dissatisfaction in the minds of our consumers have 
failed, and those who reflect upon the past history of our company, and the 


| sacrifices we have from time to time made in the interest of the public, 


will say have very properly failed. Gentlemen, I sat in the committee-room 
during the whole (with a slight exception) of the lengthened investigation, 
and I do not hesitate to say that not only was no case — the 
Commercial Gas Company, but no case was attempted to be e against 
us. It is the thoughtful and deliberate opinion of your directors that it is 
impossible, looking at the vast amount of property invested in schemes of 
private enterprise in this country on the faith of parliamentary protection, 
for Parliament deliberately to sacrifice that oy by rescinding powers 
once granted as a fair settlement, unless, in ,it can be clearly shown 
that the companies to which. rights have been given have failed in 
the performance of the conditions under which those rights were granted. 
If it can be so shown I fave nothing more to say; take our pro- 
perty by all means, and I will not call it by any hard name; but 
there is not a scintilla of evidence to show that we have not kept 
faith with the public. Our consumers know this to be the case, and 
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and happy in their work. But you see the 
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cheerfully admit it. It is said that nothing will please certain parties 

tthe corporation of London and the Metropolitan Board of Works, in 

tion to their many other onerous and difficult duties, become gas 

for the whole of this great metropolis, and this in all probability will 
followed by similar powers with reference to water companies and other 
‘ooncerns which have been initiated and _- ¥ ‘by the capital raised by 
the public enterprise of this great country. ‘Well, gentlemen, if all this is 
‘the public good I shall not object, but surely it is not too much to ask, 

on behalf of those who cede their property for the public good, that they 
shall be by the public fairly compensated. The chairman of the com- 
, for whom and for whose opiuions I have for many years had the 
greatest sage, is evidently of opinion that a considerable saving may be 
effected in the working expenses by the amalgamation of the gas companies 
of the metropolis. I will not stop to discuss this proposition; any sugges- 
‘from so distinguished a man as ‘Mr. Cardwell deserves, and will receive, 

ti indeed, it is now receiving that attention 

the committee of chairmen of the various companies—and to show 

that yourdirectors are impressed with the proposal;they have abstained from 
ap the vacant seats at your ‘board, in the belief that if such an 
arrangement be arrived at one of the first proposals will be materially to 
reduce the number of directors. But, gentlemen, is it not lamentable that 
strong language should, at such atime, be used against the companies, in 
order to create a feeling in the public mind? The quality of the gas is 
said to be poisonous, and the consumers of gas have been defrauded 
af between two and three millions of money. Happily, the public have no 
ith in-men who talk thus recklessly and at random; and the statements 
made, and those who make them, will go for exactly their worth. An 
agitation of another kind has been going on, with a view to cause dis- 
satisfaction in the minds of our men. We have not received any com- 
i from our workmen, and I ‘hope they are of opinion that we 
we :their ‘interest very much at heart. I may say with great sincerity 
that we have no desire :to derive any unfair advantage from their 
Qur men work hard-they ave good men; and, regarding 
hem .very highly, we are always anxious to make them comfortable 
ition directors of gas companies 








fiarein at.this time. First, the prices of all materials used in construction 


arethigher; second, the parochial rates in the various parishes are higher— 
in some,parighes enormously higher; third, the prices of gas.coal are higher, 
of the.richer description of cannel enormously higher. Fourth, labour 
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is. much higher in-every branch of our working operations, and an agitation 
is now going on to decrease the hours of labour one-third. And in the face 
of all this heavy addition to our expenditure, what are we asked todo? Why, 
not auly to reduce.the price of gas, but.greathy to increase the illuminating 


| power! Well. gentlemen, is it just that the millions. of money you and others 


have.invested.in gas property should be thus imperiled by the intimation 
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Yto £87,841 9s. 


Paix months were exceptionally bad, as I then yam to you. 


much pleasure to give it. 


that competing capital will be admitted against you? We are told that the 
istol 1s at-our head, and we must stand and deliver. Not so, gentlemen. I 
ve every confidence in the justice of Parliament, and I have a strong 


}conviction that the committee of last session have a pree appreciation of 


the difficulties that surround our position; and I cannot but believe 
that while the just claims.of the public will be cared for, the millions of 
a goa invested onthe faith of the deliberate legislation of Parliament 
will not be forgotten. With regard to the working operations of our 
own company during the -past half-year, I may teli you that they have, on 
the whole, been of a satisfactory nature. ‘he further increase in the 
price of coal over the corresponding six months of the year 1866 is 
Gid. per ton, and our total payment for coal for the half year amounts 
{ have-on former occasions explained to you that in order 
to.maintain the illuminating power of the gas at such a standard as shall 
give satisfaction to the consumer, weruse, as nearly as possible, one descrip- 
i coul, and we do not-hesitate, on the seore of expense, to mix with it 
@ considerable quantity of the richer cannel, and ence [ am happy to 
report to you a total absence of complaint throughout our extensive dis- 
trict. Qur rental, compared with the corresponding half year in 1866, 
shows an increase of £1774, and our receipts for products of all kinds are 
£995 over the corresponding six months; but Iam bound to say that those 
i Our 
capital account bas increased during the half year by the sum of 
£767 12s. 2d. in the articles of mains, services, and meters, the last item 
standing in our boeks at a sum. approaching £30,000. Our net profits on 
the half year’s working amount to £21,904 7s, 1id., and this amount, I am 
to tell you, justifies your directors in recommending the declaration 
ofa dividend of 5 per cent., less income-tax. I am grieved to have to report 
to you the death -of our old and valued friend and colleague, Mr. Beeton. 
I may almost.say that he died in the diseharge of his duty as one of your 
directors, for it was. on ‘leaving the board table that he met with the sad 


baccident that hastened, if it did not cause, his death. He was one of our 


early supporters—always at his post—ever willing to co-operate with his 
colleagues in all matters pertaining to the good of the company; and I may 
truly say that, while he always evinced a proper regard for the interest of 
the shareholders, he was not unmindful that their interest was closely 
associated with the interest of the public. For the reason I have stated 
we suggest to you that it will be better not to fill up the vacancy, as 
it is not impossible that your interest may require a reduction rather than 
an addition to our number. Of this, however, you may be assured—that 
pn will not in any manner suffer; it may cause my colleagues a 
ittle more work, but they do not flinch from the devotion of any time that 
may be required, and they have determined to go heartily to work in the 
protection uf our common property, not obstinately bent upon the main- 
tenanee of anything that may be reasonably felt to be objectionable in the 


settlement that shall not ‘be just to all parties concerned. I am not aware, 
geutlemen, that there are any other matters to which I need direct your 
tteation. Should any further information be required, it will afford me 
I now beg to move—* That the report and 
accouuts be adopted and entered on the minutes.” 
Mr. J. H. Wirsun (deputy-chairman) seconded the motion. 
A Proraivtor, referring to the capital account, inquired how it was 
that the company were indebted £500 for “ borrowed money.” 
The Cuarnman said this £500 was the amount of an old outstanding 
‘bond which the directors could not get in until a certain time. 

Whe motion was put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Gray: My worthy friend, the chairman, though labouring under the 
effects of a severe cold, has gone very fully into the details of the pro- 


}}ceceedings of last session before the committee of the House of Commons. 


With veference to those proceedings I can only express again the opinion [ 


Joriginally tormed, thet a more iniquitous bill than the bill to amend the 


Metropolis Gas Act was never introduced into that House. I can see no 
Feeason whatever why the House of Commons should attempt to dictate to 





existing state of things, willing to make fair concession, but resisting any | 





those who have invested their property under the solemn sanction of the 
Legislature the course which they should adopt, provided in every instance! 
that they strictly adhere to the terms imposed upon them as the condition’ 
of their security. The House of Commons might as well interfere with 
any other vested right, and I ask what would the position of property be 
if, whenever it suits certain parties, the Legislature is to be called upon to 
tamper with those securities. The course which the Government have 
adopted in this matter opens a wide field in that direction, and may lead to 
most serious consequences. I shall, as long ae I live, resist with all the 
power I possess any act of injustice, whether it originate with Parliament 
or with individuals. We have been led hitherto to believe that Parliament 
might be depended upon for the protection of the —~ of everybody, 
But when you, sir, find a parcel of clamorous men, thoroughly ignorant 
of the duty they owe to society, bring in bills which deal so recklessly 
with property, and when you hear observations made declamatory of those 
who conduct great commercial undertakings, I think you must sometimes 
almost feel ashamed of some of the members who sit in that House. When 
the Great Central Gas Company came into the Clty and promoted a bill in 
Parliament, a great deal of evidence was given, which I confess at the time 
very much surprised me, and which subsequently turned out to be ex- 
tremely fallacious. But upon that evidence Mr. Cardwell, who was the 
chairman of the committee, passed the bill of the company—a bill which 
inflicted a loss upon my company of not less than £200,000. Not many 
years had elapsed before it was discovered that the committee had received 
evidence which was quite incorrect; but the injury which had been done 
to us by the passing of that bill could not be repaired. The injury inflieted 
upon us in 1823, when we were forced into a districting arrangement, was v 

severe. We saw that it would be so, and we objected to the arrangement. w 
only assented on the understanding that the advantages which were left to 
us would be secured by Act of Parliament; but, from some causeor other, that 
Act was never passed. The arrangements, however, continued in force until 
1849, when the Great Central Company applied for an Act of Incorporation, 
which they subsequently obtained. The companies afterwards entered into 
arrangements, which were legalized by the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860; and 
that Act gave to the consumers all the protection they could require, if 
they thought proper to avail themselves of its provisions. The bill of the 
last session sought again to disturb existing arrangements, and a great deal | 
of evidence was admitted before the committee which ought never to have/ 
been admitted. There was one thing studiously concealed from the com- 
mittee for a long time. It was asserted by some of the witnesses that the 
quality of the gas and the price charged in London ought to be the same as 
in Manchester; but they carefully avoided stating the fact that cannel 
coal can be purchased there at 10s. per ton. How, then, is it possible 
that the London companies can compare with them in reference to the 
price of gas? I should have been perfectly satisfied, and do not know that 
I should have any right to complain of the proceedings of the committee of 
last session, if Mr. Cardwell had not resorted to the same language which 
he used when acting as chairman on the Great Central inquiry. He then 
said: “It has further appeared that the old companies steadily refused to 
make the required concessions, and were only induced at last to do so by 
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the organization and perseverance of the promoters of the bill; and there- 
fore the consumers are indebted to the promoters for the advantages they 
have obtained.” In the report of last session he says: “ If it shall be urged 
on the part of the companies that it would be hard to compel them to 
compete with a public authority, the sufficient answer, in the Judgment of 
your committee, will be that they have brought the competition upon 
themselves by rejecting reasonable terms.” Now, with regard to that part l 
of the report, I reply that in 1821 the price of gas in London was 165s. per | 
1000 cubic feet; in 1828 it was reduced to 13s. 6d., and further reductions | 
followed, until in 1840 it had been brought down to 6s. All this was done 
voluntarily, and before any competition at all existed, showing how utterly 
unjust the assertion is that the companies had refused to make any con- 
cession until they were forced into it. The Zimes of the 13th of April, 
writing upon the bill promoted in the last session, very properly observed: 
“ No doubt it is very desirable that London should have good gas, and that 
it should have it as cheap as it can profitably be made; but it is not de- 
sirable, because it is grossly unjust, that these ends should be obtained at 
the sacrifice of pledged faith and the rights of individuals. There is no way 
to obtain a commodity so cheaply as to steal it, and this is what the bill of 
the Metropolitan Board proposes to do with the gas.” That is pretty strong 
language, but it is perfectly true. “We must protest,” says the same 
writer, “ against the first instance in our legislation of a deliberate proposal 
to confiscate private property, without compensation, for the sup 
benefit of the public. It must be remembered that property is none the 
less private because it is absorbed in a vast company, and that public faith 
is none the less sacred because it is pledged to an impersonal corporation. 
The former consideration does, indeed, suggest a peculiar point of cruelty 
which would be inflicted by any such measure as the present. A company 
may seem a scarcely sentient body, but it is composed of individuals who 
have often staked their fortunes and the happiness of themselves and their 
families on the security of their investments. Where they have done this 
on an open risk, they must be prepared to take all consequences; but); 
where they have only made a prudent investment on what seemed almost |} 
a parliamentary title, it would be a cruel and unpardonable injustice ‘if|| 
Parliament were itself to confiscate their property. Moreover, nothing will |} 
be gained in the end by violating any such public pledge. No Metropolitan), 
Board will ever supersede the necessity of joint-stock enterprise, and}! 
joint-stock enterprise will receive a fatal blow in the day when the 
public, for selfish interests, violate legislative engagements into which 
they have deliberately entered.” I think these remarks are very apposite 
to the present time. “There are many other points to which I conld have 
drawn attention, but there is only one to which I will now allude, and that 
is with regard to the comparison made between the price of coal to the || 
South Metropolitan and the Commercial Companies. 1 think it isa point)) 
which ought to be exposed, because it would seem that the misstatements 
which have been uttered on the subject strengthened the opinion of Mr. 
Cardwell that an amalgamation would prove of benefit to the public. It 
was urged again and again against the companies that the cost of coal to 
the Commercial Company was 10s. 5d. per ton, whereas the cost to a 
South Metropolitan Company was only 6s. 6d., making a difference, 0) 
course, of 3s. 11d.ton. If Mr. Cardwell had taken the trouble to make 
inquiries, he would have found that the greater part of that difference 
might be explained by the local circumstances applicable to the two = 
panies, and which operate so much more favourably to the one than to ~ 
other. It was a disingenuous comparison, and he ought not to have gon! 
into the one inquiry without going into the other. Notwithstanding 4 
the opposition we have had to encounter, we are not yet annihilated, aoe 
though we can hardly prognosticate the future, the shareholders may ui 
assured that if we are to die we shall not die an inglorious death. My 
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friend has:given you a very gratifying accou 


to the dictates of an 
The CHairMAN: 


Government. 


next, the 7th inst.” 
mously. 


day has terminated. 


ear by the chairman and his colleagues, 


state of prosperity as it formerly was. 


half year” 


fidence for the next few montlis. 


necessity. 


demands of English gas companies. 


limited, must soon be exhausted.” 
The proceedings then terminated. 











Dr. 
To Shares— 
7197 ordinary . . £359,850 0 0 
48lbluepreference. 24,050 0 0 
172redditto , 8,600 6 0 
£392,500 0 0 
5610 first ditto . 140,250 0 0 
6589 A ditto . 164,725 0 0 
Debenture stocks . 
i ee a ee we oe 
Trade and otherdebts. .. . 
Unpaid dividends — 
Redemption-fund ...., 


Balance of profit, viz.— 
From previous half year . . . 
Half year ending June 30, 1867 . 


Dividends, April 15, 1867— 
Preference shares . £6,337 
Debenture stocks . 845 6 9 
Ordinary shares. , 17,657 10 0 
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Tradesmen’saccounts . . . . . 
Meters—repairing and fixing. . . 
Directory and auditing. . ° 
Gelavries. . . . : 
Rates and taxes . 
Ps 6 « 
Commission 
Stationery . aa See. 
Incidental expenses. . . 
Allowances and bad debts . 
Parliamentary expenses 
Balance ae ie oo ep 
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this company, and I will only say that if we are to look 
amount of prosperity in the future, it will not be by slavish subserviency 





have now to move—* That, pursuant to the recom- 
mendation of the board of directors, a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half 
year ending the 30th of June last, less income-tax, be now declared, and 
that cheques for the same be forwarded to the shareholder's on Monday 


Mr. Witson seconded the motion, which was put and carried unani- 


r. Gray: I think we should ill discharge our duty if we permitted my 
worthy friend to say that the business of the day had terminated at the 
present moment. It would, indeed, terminate very unpleasantly if we were 
to separate without expressing our entire satisfaction at the manner in 
which the affairs of the company have been managed during the last half 
I trust that he may be spared 
for many years to come to occupy his present position, and that long before 
he is taken away he may see this company firmly established in as good a 
I beg to move—* That the thanks 
of the meeting be given to the directors for their services during the past 








Gimary . 2 2 © © © £2,933 15 3 
A preference. .. . .« 92,585 0 0 
——— 95,518 1 3 
q Ditto owing for gas . £35,498 14 1 
£697,475 0 0 Ditto owing for coke, &c. ‘ 4,107 711 
30,114 15 0 Ditto owing for house-rent . 1,877 411 
£727,589 15 6 Ditto owing for sundries 4,79 19 
‘ . 103,155 0 0 — 46,279 8 8 
’ . 88,581 2.2 Cashondeposit . .... «.» £10,000 0 0 
© 2,991 7 8 DEGREE so oo ¢ 8 13,804 0 8 
. £61116 2 ——n (98908 OC SF 
Amourt of debenture stocks, aspercontra . . . . 30,14 15 @ 
24,839 17 § 
— 29,673 16 i 
£906,602 17 1 £906,602 17 b 
Profit and Loss, Half Year ending June 30, 1867. Cr. . 
a . £40,740 10 11 ! DS en ks ws se SO Oe . « « £6,107 FS 
‘ e « 18,955 2 9 Coke and other products. . . . +. +. -. 22,385 13- & 
. 10,491 14 4 er ae ae a ae ee ° 770 15 @ 
° 1973 8 4 
‘ 800 0 0 
. 2,476 2 0 
; 3,006 11 6 
‘ 882 18 8 
‘ 1,377 6 1 
? 173 5 8 
. 1,198 12 0 
. 43119 6 
‘ 764 1 








The CHarnman: Gentlemen, I am happy to say that the business of the 


Mr. Lewis seconded the motion, which was cordially adopted. 

The CuarrmMan: Gentlemen, I beg to assure you, as weil on my own 
behalf as on behalf of my colleagues, that we are not insensible to these 
renewed marks of your confidence. We shall have to draw upon that con- 
; I may, however, assure you that if any 
matter occurs of importance to your interest, we shall not hesitate to call 
ou together in order that you may have an opportunity of fairly considering 
it. Ishould like, before I leave this room, to read you a short paragraph from 
alecture recently delivered by a gentleman of eminence in Scotland (Mr. 
Hislop), relative to the supply of Scotch cannel and the price at which it is 
likely to be supplied in the future. He says: “In England, gas companies and ' 
consumers have to be satisfied with a gas of about one-half only the illi- 
minating power of our Scotch gas, while the price of both are about equal. 
Gas consumers in Scotland have thus an advantage of from 80 to 100 per 
cent. over those in England, with the exception of Liverpool, Manchester, 
and perhaps one or two other places where gas of from 19 to 21 candles is 
supplied. For some years the price of gas in Scotland may be said to have 
been stationary, but the period of a revolution has evidently arrived, and 
the advantages so long enjoyed by us have, in part, to be withdrawn. 
It is an alarming fact that within two years our cannel coals have been 
increased in price to the extent of from 40 to 50 per cent., thereby render- 
ing a general increase in the price of gas throughout Scotland an absolute 
The cause of this enormous advance is not far to seek. It 
must be attributed, directly and mainly, to the mighty draining system of 
exportation carried on by our foreign neighbours, and to the ever increasing 
Should the bill now before Parliament 
be carried through, to compel the London gas companies to raise the illu- 
minating power of their gas, matters will be made wore. 
stantly being erected, also, large works in various parts of Europe, requiring 
liberal supplies of our coal, thus annually increasing their consumption to 
such an extent that, if continued, our resources, which are somewhat 


There are con- 


Balance-Sheet, 


5 
25,991 3 


£104,263 10 4 





£2,819 + 1 
750 0 0 
22,421 19 6 


£25,991 3 7 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


worthy friend in the chair, with his colleagues, will, I am sure, do all in their 
er to maintain the interests of this company; and I, too, shall do all in 
my power to protect the interests of mine. I have seen a great deal of 
turmoil and strife since I have been connected with gas-works, but 1 have 
the satisfaction of knowing that when strongly opposed my energies have 
always risen in proportion to the difficulties 1 have had to encounter, and 
that all my exertions hitherto have been crowned with success. My worthy 
reseut position of 
rward to the same 


| Act, 1857, the sum of £29,673 16s. 1d. remains applicable to dividend. Out of that 
' 


| Nine Elms; by extending the retort-houses, as 


' companies could not, under the circumstances, accede; and hence a report was 


| affecting the interests, and cramping the operations, of the companies, until at 
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LONDON GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was Held at 
the Freemasons Tavern, on Wednesday, Oct. 9—Danizt Spracue, Esq., 
deputy-governor, in the chair. 

The Sxererary (Mr. J. R. Hinde) read the advertisement convening 
the meeting, the seal of the company was aftixed to the register of pro- 
prietors, aud the following report and statements of account were pre- 
sented:— 

Your directors submit to you the half-yearly accounts, showing the result of th 
manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas-up to the 30th day of June last. 
A copy of the balence-sheet, and a statement of the profit and loss for the past half 
year, are annexed to this report. It will be sten that, after appropriat_ ng £750" to 
the redemption-fund, in accordance with the provisions of the London Gaslight 


sum, he dividends upom all classes of preference shares and stocks will be paid om 


or alter the Lith proxtmo; and the directors recommend that a dividend of £2 10s. |, 


per share, being at the rate of 10 per cent. per aunum, be paid upon the o:dinary 
shares which were paid up in full on or before the 30th day of June last. 


The directors are enabled, by the working of the past half year, to confirm the} 


opinion expressed to the shareholders on former occasions of the compet- ney of the 
works of the company, both as to capacity and arrang t, for ensuring a. great 
extension of manufacture and supply of gas to tue public. To this end, some im- 
portant additions to the power of production have been made,.and ae in progress at 
well as providing necessary 
machinery for economizing labour and dimini-hing cost. For the expense of this 
outlay chiefly, the call of £2 10s. per share on the A preference shares has been made 
payable on the Ist of October next. 

The shareholsers have already been made acquainted, by circulars from this office, 
and otherwise, that a bill to regulate the supply of gas to the m-tropolis had been 





brought into the House of Commons by the Board of Trade, of a nature for the most |’ 


part wholly impracticable. Upon representations made to the Board by the com- 
panies, many of the objectionable clauses were expunged, or so altered that, upon 
the clause depriving the shareholders of the prescribed dividend sanctioned by 
Parliament being also abandoned, the bill was read a second time without opposition. 

The proceedings before the select committee to which the bill was referred, 
occupied much time, occasioned great labour, and imposed heavy responsibilities on 
the directors of this as well as of the other metropolitan gas companies, whose 
operations since the passing of the Metropolis Gax Act of 1860 had been called in 
question. It was proved by the evidence, and admitted, that the companies have 
fulfilled al! their obligations under that Act. Nevertheless, a feeling of antagonism 
was exhibited, and stringent clauses were sanctioned by the committee, seriously 


length a clause, interfering with the prescribed dividend sanctioned by Parliament, 
was made a condition by the committee for passing any bill, notwithstanding the 
Board of Trade had given its sanction to upholding the previous legislation of 
Parliament as to the prescribed dividend. To this decision of the committee, the 


iuade by the committee to the House, the tenor of which the directors cannot but 
regret, believing it to be not borne out by the facts brought to the knowledge of the 
committee. Thus all the labour and costs expended in this protracted inquiry have 
not settled the question, and ther contest in the ing session of Parliament 
may ensue. The directors of the metropolitan companies are now applying thea» 
selves to strengthen their position by an amalgamation of the companies into one ar 
more, as suggested by the committee, with a view to reducing expense, The subject 
is under consideration by the boards of the several companies, with an anxious desire 
to all effect that is practic.ble in that direction. 

The shareholders will perceive that the net earnings of the past half year would 
searcely enabled the company to divide the full prescribed dividend of 10 per cent. 
on the ordinary shares, owing to increased cost of coals, labour, rates, &c , a8 well 
as large parliamentary expenses; the latter weighing heavily on the profits of the 
metropolitan gas companies, thereby retarding the period for reducing the price of 
gas to the consumer. The sum of £3000 for reinstating the large gasholder, just 
completed, has alsu been brought into account. There being, however, a balance of 
£7251 16s. 7d. to the credit of the shareholders in the dividend-fund, the directors 
have appropriated sufficient to make up the full dividend of 10 per cent., trusting for 
increase of business to increase profit. 

The directors are much grieved to have to communicate to the shareholders the 
death of their highly esteemed governor, Mr. Edward Hawkins, of whore valuable 
services the company has been so long deprived by reason of his protiacted iliness. 
His death eutails on the shareholders the necessity of electing one of the directors 
to = office, in accordauce with the 38rd section of the London Gaslight 
Act, 1852. 
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The Deruty-GovErnor: I have now to move—“ That the report of the 
directors and the accounts, as laid before the meeting, be received and 
adopted.” On the present occasion it happens there is very little more for 
me to say than is ordinarily the case at these meetings. The directors have 
already sent their report to the whole of you, and, therefore, you are aware 
of what it contains. It expresses, as on former occasions, their opinion on 
“ the competency of the works of the company, both as te capacity and 
arrangement, for ensuring a great extension of manufacture and supply of 
gas to the public.” Ihave recently been over the whole of the works, and 
I am perfectly satisfied, as far as I am capable of judging of such a matter, 
that they are ample for meeting all the requirements that are likely to 
arise. The report next states—‘* To this end, some important additions to 
the power of production have been made, and are in progress at Nine Elms, 
by extending the retort-houses, as well as providing necessary machinery 
for economizing labour and diminishing cost. For the expense of this 
outlay chiefly, the call of £2 10s. per share on the A preference shares has 
been made payable on the lst of October next. The shareholders have 
already been made acquainted by circulars, from this office, and otherwise, 
that a bill to regulate the supply of gas to the metropolis had been brought 
into the House of Commons by the Board of Trade, of a nature, for the 
most part, wholly impracticable. Upon representations made to the board 
by the companies, many of the objectionable clauses were expunged, or so 
p Ae that, upon the clause depriving the shareholders of the prescribed 
dividend sanctioned by Parliament being also abandoned, the bill was read 
a second time without opposition.” This, gentlemen, was effected by the 
exertions of each company, who pointed out to the various members of 
Parliament the difficulties which would arise in carrying out such an Act, 
and eventually the Board of Trade saw the necessity which existed for 
giving way, and the bill was thereupon rendered much more palatable than 
it was in the first instance. “The proceedings,” he continued to read, 
“ before the select committee to which the bill was referred, occupied much 
time, occasioned great labour, and imposed heavy responsibilities on the 
directors of this as well as of the other metropolitan gas companies, whose 
operations since the passing of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 had been 
called in question.” It has occupied, he said, already a period of many 
months, and has given rise to a large amount of anxiety and trouble, but 
having arrived at a certain point, the bill was brought to a close, and is 
now, in some respects, in just the same condition as it was before it went 
into Parliament; so that, as the report states, “all the labour and cost 
expended in this protracted inquiry have not settled the question, and 
another contest in the ensuing session of Parliament may ensue.” The 
directors of the metropolitan companies are now applying themselves to 
strengthen their position by an amalgamation of the companies into 
one or more, as suggested by the committee, with a view to reducing 
expense. The subject is under consideration by the boards of the several] 
companies, with an anxious desire to effect all that is practicable in that 
direction.” Touching this matter, I would merely observe that it strikes 
me that no great amount of good is likely to arise from any efforts that 
may be made, and I doubt very much whether the expense will be reduced 
as greatly as is expetted; and therefore I think it will not be unlikely that 
we shall find in it a source of anxiety and considerable disappointment, 
after all. “The shareholders will perceive that the net earnings of the 
past half year would scarcely enable the company to divide the fully pre- 
scribed dividend of 10 per cent. on the ordinary shares, owing to increased. 
cost of coals, labour, rates, &c.,as well as large parliamentary expenses.” This 
being the case, the board feel that it is desirable, at all events in the 
present circumstances of the case, to pay the same amount of dividend as 
we have recently paid; and to keep things for the present as nearly alike as 
we possibly can, we have had recourse to the sum of £2500 to make up the 
deficiency that has occurred on the actual earnings of the half year. “ The 
sum of £3000 for reinstating the large gasholder, just completed, has also 
been brought into account;” but, taking it altogether, the board feel, as I 
have said, that it is desirable to bring out the full dividend of 10 per cent. 
rather than curtail it on account of the unpropitious circumstances which 
have arisen. “ The directors are much grieved to have to communicate to 
the shareholders the death of their highly esteemed governor, Mr. Edward 
Hawkins, of whose valuable services the company has been so long 
deprived by reason of his protracted illness. His death entailson the share- 
ilies the necessity of electing one of the directors to fill that office, in 
accordance with the 38rd section of the London Gaslight Act, 1852.” Now 
gentlemen, it is hardly possible for me to have to refer to the death of Mr, 
Hawkins without expressing my own extreme regret at its occurrence, and 
that we are left without a person to fill the position which he held at the 
present moment. I will not venture to say anything more on the sub- 
ject, beyond expressing my own extreme personal regret that such a melan- 
choly event has arisen—an event which all who belong to this company 
must sincerely deplore. It will be your duty. gentlemen, to elect some 
member of the board to supply the vacancy which is there at present. In 
conclusion, gentlemen, I will move the adoption of the report and accounts. 
Mr. Hat seconded the motion. 

Mr. Doane understood that the subject of amalgamation had been sanc- 
tiongd not simply by the committee of the last session, but by a former 
committee. It was assented to, also, by the counsel of the comp nies, 
without any reservation whatever, and, as far as he could judge, it was a 
measure that was looked forward to as likely to bring unmixed good. It 
was the old fable of the bundle of sticks, and he was very sorry to find that 
there appeared no expectation that it would be fulfilled. Out of doors it 
was believed that the largest of the gas companies of the metropolis had 
agreed to the principles of amalgamation. If so, he wished to ask the 
chairman if there was any objection on the part of the board to say whether 
such was the fact. As he understood, the chairman had said that he did 
not heartily concur with the proposal for amalgamation, and did not think 
it would confer that undoubted benefit on the companies and the share- 
holders as some had imagined. 

Mr. HALt said the question was perfectly in order, and in answer to it 
he would state that it was the unanimous wish of the board that an amal- 
gamation should take place. They were in communication with the boards 
of other companies, and were quite prepared to recommend that the pre- 
liminary steps should be taken towards securing an amalgamation of the 
thirteen companies into one, two, or three companies; and, in pursuance 
of that, a notice had been published for the consideration of Parliament 
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next session, The honourable proprietor was under some mistake when | 
he imagined that the chairman had thrown doubts upon the matter. Of | 
course, there would be some conflicting interests to grapple with at first, | 
and they could not expect that it would be effected as smoothly and as 
readily as they could wish; but the endeavour of the directors would be, || 
looking at the interests of their company, to promote the amalgamation, || 
Their chairman was most anxious for them to amalgamate into one com- |! 
pany. If that should not be deemed advisable, the board would be willing |! 
to consider any other plan that mnight be proposed. y 
Mr. Doane was obliged for the explanation, which was most satisfactory. || 
The Derury-GoverRNor said what he wished to imply was, that, in his! 
ae there was great doubt as to what form the amalgamation would 
take. 
Mr. Hatt said the board could not say that all the advantages anticipated | 
by the committee would arise; but still, whether they did or not, they had || 
determined to enter into the subject, and carry out the recommendation as || 
far as possible. 1] 
Captain Packe perfectly concurred in the opinion which had been said || 
to exist, that great advantages would accrue to this company and to all the 
other companies by the proposed scheme of amalgamation, but it was im- || 
possible to shut their eyes to the very many difficulties that would be found || 
to attend that amalgamation. So gigantic were the companies in London, || 
that it became a matter not to be settled at once; and whilst he admitted | 
that it might materially diminish expense and be for the benefit of the| 
companies, he would not say that it would be so beneficial as some gentle- | 
men had supposed; but of this he was quite sure, that at the hands of the 
directors the measure would receive the fullest consideration. He pre- 
sumed that, before anything of the sort took place, there would be some || 
meeting called analogous to a Wharncliffe meeting—that the directors, in | 





| 
| 
| 
| 


fact, would have some means of communicating with the shareholders be- 
fore anything so gigantic was adopted. He thought it would be but fair 
to all parties that the measure should have the full concurrence of the 
shareholders before anything definite was decided on. But it was not with 
that object that he attended their meeting. He came there to express his | 
very deep regret at the loss the company had sustained in the death of their} 
esteemed governor, Mr. Hawkins. That geotleman’s unvarying courtesy, | 
his great ability, and his earnestness about everything he undertook, would | 
never be forgotten. His legal knowledge, too, was of infinite service to the 
company; and upon every occasion, whether they were in difficulties, or| 
whether it was his good fortune to speak of the prosperity that awaited 
them, he was always the same. If there were any difficulties to be met, 
anything that any proprietor with reason, or sometimes without reason, | 
objected to, he always met at the hands of Mr. Hawkins the same unvarying | 
courtesy, and obtained from him the fullest information which it was in his 
power to give; and he was sure it would be avery great difficulty, admitting 
even the great talents possessed by the gentlemen sitting around that table, 
to fill his place adequately. He (Captain Packe) would like, before they 
separated, toembody some resolution expressing their sense of the irre- 
parable loss which had befallen them, and no » Bens such an expression 
would emanate from some gentleman more capable of giving utterance to 
it than he was. 

Mr. Hatt. intimated that by their standing orders it would be necessary 
to have a Wharncliffe meeting before such a measure could receive the 
sanction of the companies. 

Mr. SyKEs, referring to the statement of accounts, said that he always 
understood that a certain amount was laid aside for depreciation. He did | 
not see the item included in this half-year’s accounts, and he believed it | 
was the first half year during many years that it was missing. Perhaps | 
some satisfactory explanation could be given as to the cause of its omission. 

Mr. Hatt: It has gone into wear and tear. 

Mr. Sykes: At all events, the item was omitted. If it was capable of 
explanation, he should be very glad. It certainly was not inserted in the 
profit and loss account for the half year. 

Mr. Haut: It was charged in wear and tear. On this occasion they 
must remember there had been a considerable amount for reinstating the | 
gasholder alone—some £3000; and instead of putting a sum of money 
down as depreciation, which they could have done, it had been charged, as 
he said, to wear and tear. 

Mr. Sykes: Under incidental expenses ? 

Mr. Hauu: Under tradesmen’s accounts. | 

Mr. Sykes: And for the future it would be so? 

Mr. HAuu could hardly decide that depreciation was a proper item, and 2 | 
proper account to hold. If, on all occasions, everything connected with 
machinery was made good from time to time, and charged on wear and tear, 
it would do away with the necessity for depreciation. Supposing that their 
steam-engine cost them £5000, instead of putting a sum by yearly to re- 
place it, if it was placed to wear and tear the necessity for depreciation 
would not exist. 

Mr. Sykes was perfectly satisfied with the explanation given. One reason | 
why he had called particular attention to it was that their late governor 
considered it a vital point. : 

Mr. Haut said that the sum put aside previously for depreciation had 
been expended in making good that which had been worn. ' On this occa- 
sion, as they were aware, they had had avery heavy sum to pay out of 
wear and tear—£3000 for the new gasholder. 

A Proprieror would like to ask a question as to an item in the accounts 
inserted as “ Interest on borrowed money.” Did it refer to money borrowed 
from shareholders or from bankers? If from the latter, he should like to 
know the average rate of interest for the past half year. 

Mr. Haut replied that the greater portion of the bonds were at 5 per cent. 
There were a few at 44 per cent. They did not borrow from their bankers 
now. They had had money on deposit during the half year. Certainly & 
greater portion of the debentures were at 5 per cent. 2 

The Depury-GoverNor added that none were higher. Anything that 
was in excess in interest had arisen from a temporary loan when the rate 
was high. 

The motion was then put, and adopted. : 

The Derury-GoverNor then moved—“ That the dividends on the pre- 
ference shares and stocks, and the dividends on the amounts paid on the 
A preference sbares, to the 30th of June last, and a dividend of £2 10s. per 
share, being at the rate of 10 percent. per annum upon the ordinary shares 
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wn were paid up in full at the 30th of June last, be paid on and after the 
15th inst.” 

Mr. HALL seconded the motion, which was adopted. 

Mr. Cooper said that he had been requested to move the next resolution. 
He had the honour of being acquainted with the late Mr. Hawkins, and he 
could not forget the untiring energy and zeal which that gentleman always 














displayed; and he was sure, after what had been said, any word of his, in 
alluding to his merits, would simply be superfluous. He believed him to be 
a thorough kind-hearted man, and a man who devoted heart and soul to 
the interests of their company. He had been requested to move—* That 
this meeting desires to record its regret at the death of their late esteemed 
governor, Mr, Edward Hawkins, and recommends the directors to appoint, 
under the 81st section of the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, 
his brother, Mr. Rohde Hawkins, as a fit and proper person to fill the vacancy 
on the board.” 

Mr. Sprowsr seconded the motion. 

Mr. SyKEs inquired if the motion was for the appointment of a director 
or deputy-governor. 

Mr. Hatt: A director. The resolution, it would be seen, referred to two 
meeting felt at the Joss which they had sustained in the death of their late 
respected governor. He was sure they all felt most deeply the loss that 
had befallen them. They had been without Mr. Hawkins’s services for some 
time, owing to a protracted illness, but he was the life and soul of the com- 
pany for a period of twenty years, and they deeply regretted his removal. 
A resolution had been submitted to the meeting, recommending the board 


but as a member—to assist them in the transaction of those important 
duties which would devolve upon them during the next parliamentary ses- 
sion; and if it was the pleasure of the proprietors—he would not say solely 
in recognition of the services rendered to them by their late governor—that 
Mr. Rohde Hawkins should hold a'seat at their board, he (Mr. Hall) was 
sure that the directors would coincide with them, and would be delighted 
to welcome that gentleman amongst them. The father of Mr. Hawkins was 
one of the founders of their company, and for many years one of the largest 
shareholders in it. Mr. Rohde Hawkins was in every respect most suitable 
for the office. He was by profession an architect, employed by the Privy 
— and he had charge of his father’s extensive property in the east of 

ndon. 
but he had frequently had occasion to refer to him during the last year, 
and he knew of no one more competent, or likely to render the directors 
greater service, than Mr. Hawkins. It had occurred to some of the pro- 
prietors, especially Mr. Price, who he regretted was not able to be present 
that day, that a more suitable gentleman could not be found. With regard 
to the law on the subject, there was no doubt that the directors had full 
power, without communication with the proprietors, of electing any person 
to fill the vacancy, who would continue a director during the term of office 
of the late Mr. Hawkins; but as observations had been made from time to 
time as to individuals elected to the board, the directors rejoiced at having 
an opportunity of hearing what the proprietors had to say in regard to the 
appointment in this instance. Ina large body of shareholders like them- 
selves, they were not always able to select the individual who was most 
competent and best fitted to fill a situation amongst them. The directors 
had no interest whatever in this matter, but he ventured to say, from his 
acquaintance with Mr. Rohde Hawkins, that he was a gentleman they could 
not surpass, and exceedingly suitable from his position, his acquirements, 
and his gentlemanly habits, setting aside the associations of his family 
and the great amount of property held by them inthe company. As one 
of the largest shareholders himself, he (Mr. Hall) would strongly recom- 
mend to the approval of the meeting the resolution that had been sub- 
mitted to them, and if it was their pleasure to accord to it their sanction, 
the directors, as he had said, would feel great pleasure in accepting the 
appointment made. On the other hand, if the resolution was not approved 
of, it would be left to the directors to exercise their discretion in any way 
they might think proper. The law did not provide for the shareholders to 
fill up the vacancy. He had been advised by counsel, to the effect that it 
was not in the power of the general meeting to fill up the vacancy till 
January twelvemonth, that being the period when the services of the late 
Mr. Hawkins would have expired. But the directors were very glad of 
the opportunity afforded them to hear what any gentleman had to say on 
the subject. Of course it would be a very gratifying ching —though, perhaps, 
not sufficient to guide them as shareholders entirely—to the family of Mr. 
Hawkins to know that anything he had done, any service he had rendered 
the company whilst in his position as governor, had not been lost sight of 
by them, and that they had been led to fill up the vacancy caused by his 
decease by appointing one whom the directors would hail with delight at 
their board. With these observations he would leave the resolution in 
their hands. 
Mr. Sykes wished it to be understood that he saw no objection to the 
appointment, but he really did not know whether any notice of the 
sppolntment had been given. 

Mr, Hauu: It was not necessary. 
Mr. Sykes inquired if they were in general mecting. 
Mr. Hat replied in the affirmative. It was not necessary to mention 
the appointment at all; but the directors did not wish to fill up the vacancy 
without hearing what the proprietors had to say respecting it. 
Mr. Sykes merely called attention to the absence of the notice as a de- 
parture from a matter of form. 
‘The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously. 
The CratrMan said that the meeting would then be made extraordinary, 
for the purpose of electing one of the directors of the company as governor, 
in the room of the late governor, deceased. 


Mr. Curist1£, in rising to propose a gentleman to fill the vacancy, could 
not conceal his feelings of regret at the heavy loss they had experienced in 
the death of a gentlemzn who had been a very useful member of their 
d, and who had made it a study of his life to confer benefit and advan- 
tage on their company. Me (Mr. Christie) had known something of them 
for a number of years. He had known the company in its days of difficulty 
48 well as in its season of prosperity. He recollected attending a meeting 
in that house on one occasion, when their old governor, Mr. Spottiswocde, 
Was in the chair, and when they endeavoured, as far as they could, to force 
him to resign it. They considered then that their property was in jeopardy 
none of them knew whether they would have a farthing on the morrow 
for what they had paid in. They had no Act of Parliament to govern them: 
they knew that things were going wrong, and they determined to compel 
the gentleman he had named, who, he believe, was elected for life, to resign. 
The result was that he did resign, and they then filled up the vacant office 

y the appointment of Mr. Hall as governor, but circumstances incidental 
to his position as a professional gentleman took up a great portion of his 
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subjects—one of them being the desire to express the deep regret which the | 
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time, and in the most honourable manner he said that he could not give 
that attention to the duties which ought to be given, and he resigned, when 
another gentleman—their present governor—came forward, who was as) 
honourable as Mr. Hall was. What had been the result? He wished to| 
reflect on the present condition of the company, and compare it with the | 
past, when even their private property was liable to be called upon to meet | 
great and serious expenses and heavy debts. Through the great exertions 
of those gentlemen, they had brought the concern from paying nothing at 











all to paying what he considered to be a large dividend—namely, 10 per 
cent. He (Mr. Christie) quite concurred in the kindly observations made 
use of by the gentleman opposite (Captain Packe), and he was pleased to| 
think thata resolution had been proposed recommending the directors to 
appoint the brother, in recognition of the services of their departed friend. 
He would now propose a gentleman to fill the vacant office of governor, | 
and in doing so, he would observe that at the same period that Mr. Hall | 
came into office as governor, Mr. Sprague also accepted an office of respon- | 
sibility at their hands. Mr. Sprague had worked equally hard, and had 
given his best attention and his best energies to the duties he had under- 
taken to perform, and he (Mr. Christie) was sorry to think that his zeal and 
indefatigability had told upon his health. ‘Severe Mr. Sprague was) 
somewhat improved, and he sincerely hoped that better health would 
attend him during the remainder of his days. He had filled the office of 
deputy-governor in the most praiseworthy manner, and he (Mr. Christie) | 


| was then about to propose that he be elected governor; and in — 


this resolution he was sure that he had the sanction of the entire 


| There was no doubt, if elected, Mr. Sprague would throw his best energies 


of directors to appoint a gentleman—not as governor or deputy-governor, | 


He (Mr. Hall) had not held any great communication with him, | 








into the office, and the company would profit by the great assistance he 
would be able to give them. Mr. Christie concluded by moving the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Sprague as governor, observing that one and all would, he was 
sure, join with him in wishing that his health would be always equal to his 
duties. 

Mr. Cooper seconded the motion, which was adopted with applause. 

Mr. SpraGug, in returning thanks, said that he was at a loss to find 
words to express the sentiments he felt on that occasion. He begged to 
assure them that he should continue the principle which he had carried out 
for a considerable period of time, and on all occasions he hoped he should 
find himself as he did then—standing in their favour. 

Mr. Lysvey then said that the promotion of Mr. Sprague from deputy- 
governor to governor of their company naturally caused the seat lately 
occupied by him to be vacant. In these times—which were times of dif- 
ficulty in respect to gas concerns—it was essential to have persons at the 
head of their affairs who were capable of acting with knowledge and decision, 
and choosing wisely the path to take. For his own part he was perfectly 
satisfied from past experience, to which allusion had been so aptly made by 
his friend, Mr. Christie, that, in appointing Mr. Hall to the office of deputy- 
governor, they would have a gentleman who in every respect was highly 
suited to the office. They had been told that Mr. Hall had occupied the 
office of governor of their company, but that his professional duties, which 





were then very arduous, required so much of his time that he was compelled 
to resign, and it would occur to them that the fact of his previous expe- 
rience in the affairs of their company had very much qualified him to under- 
take the duties of deputy-governor at the present time. His legal educa- 
tion would also be of invaluable assistance to them. As to there being 
periods of difficulty there was no question, and therefore the legal know- 
ledge of Mr. Hall would be found most acceptable. There were bills to be 
brought into Parliament, and his knowledge of the scope of those bills 
would be readily obtained if they secured him as their deputy-governor. 
Mr. Hall was one of the largest proprietors—indeed the largest they had— 
so that in every way he seemed pre-eminently fitted for the post to which 
he (Mr. Lysley) so strongly recommended them to appoint him. He would 
therefore move that John Robert Hall, Esq., be elected deputy-governor in 
the room of Daniel Sprague, Esq., then elected governor. 

Mr. Cooper seconded the motion, which was carried with applause. 

Mr. Cooper: It is Hall unanimously. 

Mr. HALu begged leave to return his most sincere thanks for the una- 
nimous and kind manner in which they had elected him to the seat of 
deputy-governor of their company. It was true, as his friend on his right} 
had said, that his professional engagements obliged him to retire from the 
chair, which he occupied for five years; but that obligation did not exist, 











now, he having retired from his professional duties some time ago; there- |» 


fore he would be able to give that attention to the duties which he should 
like to. It was nearly twenty years since he first entered on the arduous 
duties of the company, and he might say that he had always taken a deep 
interest inthem. If he had been instrumental in giving advice in their 
parliamentary business in past years, he was most willing to use his best 
exertions to further their interests in that respect in future. 

The Rev. Mr. AspLanp said that as the business of the meeting was at 
an end, he was sure his fellow proprietors would not separa:e without 
expressing their satisfaction with the conduct of the directors during the 
past half year, and to tender to them an expression of their thanks for the 
valuable services they had given. He need not recall their recollection to 
the very anxious state in which their property was placed during past 
years; and the long and successful services of their directors, in managing 
their affairs during those times, they must all remember with gratitude. | 
He did not think they would be unlikely to call upon them for long and 
anxious services during the next year. He could not conceal the fact that 
their property was exposed to much danger. They knew that reduction in | 
the price of gas was a popular cry. Nothing seemed to be exciting house- | 
holders more than that. They looked at it only in one light. He need not} 
tell the meeting how deceptive that was, but public opinion seemed to be 
as inflammable as the article they (the company) sold. It was, therefore, 
the duty of the proprietrs to make the most of their directors, and to) 
thank them for their continued exertions. He trusted they would enter 
upon their duties with a determination to secure the property of the com- 
pany as much as they possibly could. If by amalgamation they could} 
strengthen their position, well and good; on the other hand, he was sure 
they would never assent to any terms which would do injury to the com- 
pany. These were points which he was convinced were in their minds, and 
whenever the time came they would give their deliberate attention to them. 
Their directors had given their valuable services in the past, and they were 
capable of rendering them properly for the future. The reverend gentle- 
man concluded by proposing a vote of thanks to the directors. 

Mr. Sykes seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

The Governor begged to thank the proprietors for the very kind manner 
in which they had expressed their satisfaction in reference to the duties the 
directors had performed; and he assured them that their best exertions 
should be used on behalf of the company for the future, 

A vote of thanks was then passed to the auditors on the motion of a 
Propuretor, seconded by Mr. Hatt. The latter gentleman said that the 
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j | Mv. Hix pe suitably:replied, assuring 
‘| \their continued recegnition of his services, and the-meeting then separated. 
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}eeounts of -the, thad been for. many years‘kept in the proper and 
kefleetive «way. 4 sthe last <twenty.years the services given ‘by their 
fauditors: had been amostevalnable;-and,. whilst the accounts-of other .com- 
bpanies-ad-net -beengeclear and correct as they might \be, those of their 
twompany lad veen.plaged before-the propvieters.in.a manner most accurate 
pent proper. 

Mr. (Hater also ybore -testimony to the able manner in which the 
ymditors pecfermedstheir. duties. 

The-vresolution, was@arried nem. con. 

Mr. Miwa: thattked the »meeting on behalf of himself and colleagues, and 





| paid that; the gceceunts-should-always-be carefully audited. 


Mr, Coorse snidtthey-could snot: separate «without returning 2 vote of 
thanks tortheiresteemed secretary. ;He-had known Mr. Hinde ‘for a great 
ynumber of years, andshe wishedrto accord-to-him his sincere:thanks for the 
.waluable services:hethad rendered:the company during that time. He.was 
poureithe meeting weld join-with -him-in;this -expression of approval, and 
a ~ epee that ‘Mr. Hinde would live ‘long to. enjoy the-confidence of the 
tboard. 
iMr..Rrowsy,seconded:the motion, which:was unanimously adopted. 
the meeting that he folt most deeply 








PHOENIX ‘GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


| “The Adjourned ‘Half-Yearly General'Meeting of Proprietors was held at 
ee ‘Hotel, on’ Wednesday, Oct. 9—Jounn i. Jounson, Esq., in 
‘the chair. 

The Sccrwrary,(‘Mr.'Pridden) having read the notice convening the 


‘| emecting, the corporate seal was affixed to the register of shareholders, The 


wminutes of the ‘last«meeting were read and confirmed, and the ‘following 
report an< statement of accounts were presented :— 
The directors snbmitherewith the trade account for the half year ending at Mid- 


| paommer last, and:the!balance-sheet of the company at-the same period. 








The CuatrMAn: Gentlemen, I will now move, in accordance with my usual 
practice—* That the report and accounts be received and adopted ” 
regard to the accounts, they are very similar to those of the preceding 
half ycar. There has been an increase in the consumption of coals of no less 
than 2688 tons; consequently, as you see, the works are progressing so far 
as.usefulness and business are regarded. The price of coal has varied very 
in the preceding half year. “ Materials supplied” are a trifle less—only a 
renewals” a little less; “ Rents, rates, and taxes" have, however, increased 
considerably. The charge for “ Directors,” although itis a uniform sum, ! 
is continually diminishing in reference to the charge per ton of coal car- 
bonize:d. The “Salaries” are a little less, but “ Wages,” I am sorry to say, , 
have considerably advanced. The continued agitation among the work-, 
\people is such as not much to surprise us at that fact. Probably it wiil lead | 
.to some unpleasantness one of these days, and may end in the adoption of; 
some other system of working our retorts, which will tend to diminish the: 
number of hands required, and so effect a considerable saving in our} 
expenses. Experiments are being made with the view of carrying out this 
system in some places, and these proceedings are watched by your directors 
with a great deal .of care and interest; and, as svon as we can see! 
our way, not for the sake of displacing any of our hands, but with the; 
view of introducing into the concern a larger amount of economy in 
the working, we shall certainly introduce that plan, if found satisfactory. 
“Bad debts” have increased during the half year from 13d. to 331. per’ 
ton; and the result of the whole of the items on this side of the 
account—some being less and some larger—is that our working is nearly 
the saine as in the preceding half year. On the other side, the “ Rental for 
light” is satisfactory. Comparing the number of tons of coal used aud the 
rental obtained for it, it is evident that the amount of gas not paid for is. 
considerably less than in the preceding half year. We then somewhat 
complained of the amount of gas not paid for, but there may be some little 
explanation of this in the difference of the periods at which the meters are 





With | 


little from what it was last half year, but is considerably above what it was } 


farthing per ton less; “ Law expenses” are a little less; “ Meter repairs and ' 











Dr. Abstract of the Trade Account, for Six Months, ending Midsummer, 1867. Or. 

ce tle vag Gwe pitied - £43,599 11 8 By Rentalforlight . . x Me a ee . £92,628 4 6 

Materials supplied . . ah 9,494.13 2 , Coke made for ae 16,013 3 L 
Lawexpeneess. . ... . ° 425 3 Eee eo, ad. kg) oe 981, ow Je en, SBE 610 0 8 
Meters—vepairsand renewals . ..... =, 1,238 11 2 sO ee eS ee eg ok ae; per aye oes. 
Rates, assessed taxes, and rent anu oe! 6 ee ee NESS Be Fe NL ee es me ew 8 7113 6 3 
(Directors, £1000; auditors, £50. . . . . . . . 14050 0 0 Miseellaneousreceipts . . . . ». . 2. «© ee + 291 12 9 
NS iall tod 16) 591 rey 6456 Jie at yee ve 4,500 13:7 | 
ie ne 16,041 1 9 } 
Bad debtsand allowances. . . . . . . . . - 873 13 10 | 
finterestentends. . . . 1. . . 1 1 ew + «MIB ROTO t 
Ditto-on loans. Ae eS te ae hae ae a ees 47512 8 | 
DNGONNO sO is ee . 29,878.19 6 } 

£113,713 13 .9 £3,713 13 9 | 

Dr. Abstract of the Balance-Sheet, at Midsunimer, 1867. Or. 

‘Vor Capital of 27,000 £20 shares, paid in ‘full (maximum By Amount of plant at Christmas last , .£348;412 10 1 | 
dividend'l0-pereent:) . . . . . . . . . «£540,000 0 0 Add— { 
—_ ; ed. stock, paid in fall (maximum dividend S-per - a Expended this half year for extension of works . 3,819 19 0 

New stock, £360,000, £25 per cent. paid. up.(maximum £352,282 «9 1} 
dividend 7} per.cent:) . . . . =e pple 0 0 Investment ofleasehold-fund. . . . . . 10,259 7 9 
Bondsat5 percent. . . . . . ‘127,946 0 0 aaah 6, <4 ae 28: ses a “atin pik 00 8 
Unpaid div: Ea ‘ 119 4 3 Amount due for rental— 
Unpaid tradesmen’s bills, @&c. 11,990 5 2 Midsummerquarter . . . . . £33,237 16 9 
LEE J. gy ol ee 6 US 10,259 7 9 Arveees .. eS 1;513 11-11 
Amountdueeniiaan. . .....2.2.2.2. 2. 40000 =} ———._ 34,751 8 8 
‘Balance of, profit and) loss— H Amount due for coke £2,412 12 6 
Undivided bajance. . . . £7,555 6 G : Dittobreeze . ..., 91 0 0 
Half year’sprofit . ... 29;878'19 6 i, EE ses ie. co wet ‘os 2,302 6 9 
37;434 6 0 : soups. » lll naa 366 6 0 
i Ditto sundries 2,445 11 7 
t ane | TBI 18 
i Stock of coals . £15,369 17 8 
H Ditto coke . 73 10 O 
; Ditto breeze 2% 4 0 
: | re 340 17 6 ] 
$ i ge ge. Ge hy 57 15 9 | 
i Dittoretorts ..... 884 10 
; —— 16,754 14:11 
t Meters at Christmas last £28,562 15 4 
{ Additional meters . .. 538 10 2 
29,101 5 6 
i Balance attreasurer’s . . . . 6 « ¢ 4992 0 5 | 
£955,749 3 2 £955,749 3 2 


** Audited.” 










Since the meeting of proprietors in April last, the bill in Parliament.to wh; 
reference was then made, has been read asecond time. This oceurred early iniM 
last, on a distinct unde;standing avith the companies that the vill should be imm 
diately referred, pro formd, to a commitice of the whole House, in order that, 
clause repealing the sec nd section ofthe ‘Metropolis Gas Act, 1660,,under whi 
the dividends now payable to the proprietors of the metropoli'an gas companies 
regulated, should be erased, as well as the clauses authorizing the Metropolitan 
Board of Works and the Commissioners of Sewers for the City of'Londen/to-enter 
into agreements for the purchase of the undertakiogs of the companies. j 

When these alterations had been made,:the bill was referred toa select committee) 
of five members, befure whom many witnesses were examined, but who, after an/ 
investigation which occupied them ‘more than twenty days, resolved-to proceed:no) 
further with the bill, in of the i for the united ies havi 
declined to assent to the introduction of a-clause which practically would have 
the effect of reducing the dividends of the proprietors, under the most: favourable 
circumstances, to an anount somewhat below that to which they are at, present’ 
entitled, and which, under unfavourable circumstances, might have left them! 
without any dividends whatever. 2 

With a view to the protection of the companies from the exceedingly'hea' costs) 
of further parliamentary inquiries of this kind, many concessions, havingyreference 
to price, illuminating power and purity, and the means by which \these may be 
effectually d to the 3 of gas, were made, as stated in.your directors 
last report, but no consent could be given to the alterations the select committee 
suggested should be made in the statutory provisions with reference to the pay~ 
ment of dividends, which the committee of -the whole House had -in substance 
resolved should not be altered. The further pr dings with ref ‘to the; 
supply of gas to the metropolis, which no.doubt will take place in) the-next session 
of Parliament, shall have the best attention of your directors, and they trust thata 
settlement of the question may be attained which.shall be permanent. and, just to dll 

arties. j 
‘ During the half yeara net profit of £29,878 19s. 6d. has been realized, which, 
added to the undivided profits of £7555 63. 6d., makes a sum of £37,434 6s. at your! 
disposal, out of which your directors recommend that dividends be declared at the 
following rates :— 

On the £20 divided shares 10 .per cent. per annum. 
as New stock. a) oer mall Secr @ 9 *” 
» Capitalized steck, . . . ae 
less income-tax, leaving an undivided balance of £3346 16s. 





























(Signed) Ricuagp Downs, 


Gero. D. GrsBes, } Auditors. 


taken. In the winter half year they are not taken so quickly or readily 
as in the summer, when the days are longer and lighter. The item of 
“ Rental for light” this half year is very satisfactory, but the next item— 
“Coke made for sale”—is far otherwise. The quantity is less than it 
ought to be, and that is a matter of working, and it is under the careful 
consideration of your directors to see whether we cannot put some check 
upon it, so that it may be brought back to its previous satisfactory state. 
The price, however, is a matter over which we have no control, and 
the price has been continually going down. The average price we have 
received per chaldron for our coke during the last half year is 7s. 9}d. a8 
against 83. 03d. in the preceding half year, and 8s. 9}d. in the one pre- 
ceding that. Consequently this account is very considerably less than we 
should have liked to see it. The breeze account is very small; it is hardly 
worth notice, but it is considerably less than it was last half year, the 
average price per chaldron being 4s. 5$d. as against 5s. 6d. The tar is 
satisfactory both in quantity and in price; the ammonia is satisfactory In 
neither respect. The quantity is a little diminished, but we were prepared 
for a diminution in the quantity from tie fact that for some time we have 
been making it of greater strength, and you cannot get both quantity and 
strength; if you increase the strength yon diminish the quantity. This 
fact will account for the diminution in this respect, but the price also has 
gone down, We used to get 3s. 6d. a butt; now we can only get 2s. 
Taking the two sides of our trade account, the result of the half years 
working is to leave us a profit of £29,878 19s. 6d., which is not enough to 
pay the full amount of your dividend. We have fortunately, however, @ 
sum of money in reserve, and by taking a little from that we are able ns 
pay you that dividend to which you are fully entitledin law. And we vo 
bear in mind that this is not quite so unsatisfactory a result as it may at _ 
sight appear, for we have spent a very large amount of capital in — 
years, and I might almost say in recent months, which has not yet com 
into profitable working, and consequently we are paying upon a mu Z 
larger amount of capital than is yet brought into fair and working oral 
dition. We have a large retort-house built and complete at Greenwich, 
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which there has never been a retort lighted up yet. We have.a very large 
retort-house built at Vauxhall, in which only a very few benches have yet 
been set. When these:come into fuller operation, your profits, I hape, will 
pe such as will give you a fair and full dividend. The directors on this occa- 
sion recommend that the dividend shall be that which the Statute allows you. 
These are all the remarks I have to make with regard to the accounts, 
and the working of:the company during the half year. They are important, 
but they pale into insignificance in comparison with the proceedings with- 
out, and our position in reference to external matters. I allude principally 
to the bill brought into Parliament last session for amending the Metropolis 
Gas Act of 1860. We had some remarks made in this room on that subject, 
atour last meeting, and a resolution was passed which was read in the 
minutes submitted to you this day. A bill perhaps more unsatisfactory 
could hardly have been submitted to the House of Commons. That bill 
was brought in by the Board of Trade; and. if I understand things aright it 
is the province of the Board of Trade to protect trade and commerce—those 
two important interests which have so essentially contributed to the great- 
ness and prosperity of this country. I take it to be the duty of the Board 
of Trade to see that legislation with regard to trade and. commerce is such 
as to encourage it—to induce persons to embark their capitals in it with a 
fair and reasonable prospect that, with the exercise of care, and judgment, 
;and discretion, and perseverance, on their part, they may be able to realize 
he just and satisfactory dividend, and preserve that capital in reasonable and 
||proper security. I take it this is the great province of the Board of Trade; 
jand if in the last session that department of the Government had brought 
‘in such a bill as very probably they did in 1847, for the regulation of gas- 
works—the Gas-Works Clauses Act —which was uniformly applicable to all 
{gas companies for their guidance and control, it would have been fairly 
within their province. Or if they had brought ina bill to amend that 
Statute, so as to render it suitable (if it was thought not to be so) to all the 
gas-works in the kingdom, that would have been fairly withia their pro- 
vince; but I do feel they were hardly acting consistently with their high 
and important duties in bringing in a bill which had for its object the 
withdrawal of the gas-works of the metropolis from the operation of the 
Statute which had been passed for the regulation of them all. And espe- 
cially it seems to me to have been unfortunate that such a bill should be 
brought in, when I remember that after three years most careful considera- 
tion before Parliament the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 was passed, in which 
the Statute of 1847 was thoroughly and duly recognized, with one single 
exception—viz., the limitation of the payment of back dividends to a period 
of six years. The Board of Trade, however, brought in the bill of last 
session, and the House of Commons very soon expressed, by its proceedings, 
its disapprobation of the proposal to withdraw the gas-works of the metro- 
oer from the operation of the existing law, so that if the Board of Trade 

d not consented to withdraw the clause which repealed that Act, so far 
as these companies were concerned, the bill would never have passed a 
second reading. ‘The Board of Trade, however, consented to expunge from 
the bill the clanse which repealed the portion of the Act of 1860 incorpo- 
rating the Gas-Works Clauses Act; and I must state, to the credit of the 
Board of Trade, that having once agreed to the withdrawal of that clause, 





ogee took place, were entirely consistent with that course of proceeding, 
or they distinctly declared that if any provision was brought forward 
which would be a violation of that Statute, they should feel it their duty 
not'to go on with the bill. Indeed, the proceedings of the Board of Trade 
after that point was settled were exceedingly satisfactory and highly cre- 
ditable. They did, indeed, press hardly upon us with regard to otherterms | 
and conditions; but I have no hesitation in expressing my belief that, if the ' 
Board of Trade had been the arbitrators on this occasion, a bill might have : 
been passed of such a character as would have given the shareholders in 
gas companies a fair and reasonable profit, with ample security for their | 
property, and at the same time have furnished to the public all the protec- 
||tion they could possibly desire, and perhaps something more than they 
|}could have expected. The select committee of the House of Commons, 
however, insisted upon clauses being introduced into the bill which the 
companies could not possibly assent to; and they submitted to Parliament , 
& lengthy report, in which they state “that the Act of 1860.and the arrange- 
ments which it sanctions have been eminently favourable to the companies, 
while the interests of the consumers have been very inadequately protected.” 
Now,I am not going to canvass the whole of the proceedings of the gas 
companies in London, but I should like to draw your attention to what has 
been the result in this particular company, and to show how far the pro- 
Prietors have been injured by that statute. The Metropolis Gas Act was 
passed in 186U, and in that very year the directors of this company reduced 
the price of gas from 4s. 6d. to 4s. 3d. in their town district, and from 5a, to 
4s. 9d. in their out-districts. The consumers had, therefore, an immediate 
advantage, and thongh for the year 1860 that advantage extended over only 
&small portion of the year, the benefit to them was equal to £2108. In the 
following year, the same prices continuing, the benefit to the consumers 
was £6620. In 1862, the benefit to them was £8750; in 1863, it was equal 
to £7381; and in 1864, it was £8082. In 1865, the company made a further 
reduction in price from 4s. 3d. to 4s. in the town district, and from 4s. 9J, 
to 4s. 3d. in the country districts. And in the meantime the directors had 
very largely extended the town district. A very large margin of the coun- 
try round our town district had been added to the town district, and in 
that portion consequently the charge which had been 4s. 9d. became 4s, 3d. 
The benefit of the reductions to the consumers in that year was £15,361; 
in 1866, the benefit amounted to £20,670; and in the half year ending Mid- 
summer last, it was no less than £11,197. And let me tell you that these 
reductions were made before the proprietors had received all their back 
dividends, or anything like them, and before any statutable reserve-fund 
had been created to meet the contingencies and exigencies to which gas 
Companies are exposed. These reductions were made with the view of 
Siving satisfaction to the consumers, and I believe they had that effect in 
& great measure. On the other side what was the benefit to the proprietors? 
0 1860, they were receiving 8} per cent., and the advantages they received 
did not proceed from the Gas Act of 1860; they proceeded from the dis- 
tricting arrangements into which the company entered several years pre- 
Viously—I believe in 1853 or 1854. They received in 1860, as I said 8} per 
Cent. and they have never received more than 10 per cent , so that the ad- 
a tothem has been just 1} per cent. It is true they have received 
oo back dividends, which they were fairly entitled to under the Statute; 
~— the whole of the back dividends taken trom that time to this amount 
tion to 43 per cent. in three successive years, being a very small propor- 
n of what was due to them. All the rest has been abaiudoned, and not 
i for; so that as far as the statement of the committee goes, it is not 
ele to the Pheenix Company. And I really believe that in many 
tr companies in London, if a careful examination were made, it would 


the whole of their proceedings, during the lengthened inquiry which subse- . 


of the consumers, and not to anything like the.same extent in.favour of the 
companies. The committec state that an amalgamation of the companies 
is desirable, and that ‘the greatest ‘possible good may be expected to result 
from’such an arrangement. ‘It has been suggested again ani again'by per 
sons who are competent judges, and whose opioions are entitletl to every, 
respect, that ‘the several metropolitan companies should be formed into one 
company, and the idea »prevails that by such an amalgamution a great 
saving would be effected. I confess I have ‘looked. at the subject very 
carefully, and I do not see ‘how it is to ‘be done. There are ‘some 
points, it is true, upon which advantages would no doubt result, ‘but 
that the advantages ‘would ‘be so { as ‘to enable ‘us ‘to reduce ‘the 
price of gas 8il. per L000 cubic feet—that is one of ‘those ‘things I can-|, 
not ‘believe. We went before the sélect committee and made an offer 
of this ‘kind—we said we would increase the illuminating power of our 
gas to 14 candles, which we know means practiodlly 15 canilles, and we 
will consent to a maximum price of 4s., and so soon as‘we can reduce that 
— further, under the provisions of the Act of 1847, we shdll only be ‘too 

appy to do it. ‘But this was said to be entirély unsatisfactory, and that | 
we must consent to raise the standard of illuminating power to 16 candles, 
which practically means 17 candles, and that we must reduce the price to}, 
8s. 9d. after one year's delay. The directors assented ‘to ‘this, though, for |. 
my part, I was fully satisfied that we should never get the dividend to 
which the proprietors are entitled. That consent was given on the distinct 
understanding that there was to be a competent tribunal appointed, ‘by } 
whom, at the beginning or end of every year, an investigation shouldbe 
made of the accounts of the companies, and who should ‘have the power, if 
a fair divilend had not been obtained, of increasing the price, or, if more 
than sufficient had been obtained, of reducing the price. e believed that), 
such a tribunal would give to the proprietors and the consumers full aud 
ample protection. When we came, however, to the final part of the investi- 
gation a proposition of this kind was made—that the arbitrators should fix 
such an illaminating power and such a price as should ‘be cilculated to’ 
yield to the company, with due care and ‘management,'a dividend in that 
year, after allowing for the excess or surplus, if any, carried in the then}: 
last preceding year to the credit of the divisible profits of the companies 
(that is to say, if there was more than sufficient profit in one year -it was 
not to go into a reserve fund, but be taken into account the next year, so 
that in fact we should ‘have no reserve-fand at all), attaining, or at least), 
approaching, the rate of 10 per centum per annum. Afterwards it was put,}: 
“as near as may be, but in no case exceeding the rate of 10 per centum| 
per annum.” The proposition -of ‘the Board of Trade was that ‘the com- 
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panies strould also be allowed'to make up any deficiency of their dividend) 
consequently we were placed in this position, that if we had to pay any very |} 
serious expenses —if we had had an immense explosion (to which we are 
plosions within a very few years), which would take every farthing of their 
dividend, and — entail upon them considerable further loss, we should 
the proprietors it would be an entire ‘loss, and they must go without their}, 
dividend altogether until the sum was made up. The directors, therefore,|; 
they were fully justified in their decision. Another proposition was that) 
that we were to leave the matter entirely in the hands of ‘the committee, |) 
simply meaut that we were to abandon all opinion of our own, and leave} 
the settlement of the gas oe wholly with them. But we felt that we} 
t 
proprietors, and that however respectable aud honourable the members of 
that committee might be—and I wish to speak of them in terms of ‘the 
perty of the shareholders entirely in their hands. And I think, gentlemen, 
when you consider the final propositions which were made, you will believe 
what ground have the committee recommended so strongly the amalga- 
mation of the companies? ‘They use the words repeatedly, “due care and 
sirable, and the first thing was the state of the maps of the districts; andl] 
there 1s something in the sight of the maps that would lead to the belief}' 
judiciously as possible at the time, but no doubt there are defects which it 
would be desirable to see corrected. Then there was a return asked for, 
companies under a very great variety of heads. The committee were fur- 
nished with those returns, and they have compared the costs, and because} 
which are high are extravagant and unreasonable. They do not quite say 
so; but, on the contrary, they do say, “It does not necessarily follow, from} 
due to the superior management of the company by which it is attained, 
or that the blaine of wasteful expenditure must be attributed to companies 
They admit that these differences may be capable of some explanation, ‘but 
those explanations were never asked for, or they could, in many cases, have 
obtained very small amonnt for their coke, while another company credit} 
a very large amount under that head; but, then, their working expenses 
account, deduct from the total receipts all the expenses connected with it,} 
and carry to credit the net sum obtained; while another company may put} 
on the other side of the working account. Each mode of stating the 
account muy be perfectly correct, and the apparent difference may be 
kept. There is also a difference arising from the fact that in one district 
they can obtain a larger price for coke than in others; but it. does not} 
the companies because these differences exist. Gentleien, I fear Tam weary- 
ing you with this long statement, but I took the liberty, when discussing t 
port in our further proceedings in Parliament, and I wish you to be 
acquainted with all the facts upon which we have acted. That we shall 
once more want all your assistance and all your support. I solicit it} 
earnestly. and I only ‘trust that we shall be able to secure for this great |) 
had. I hope we sliall be able to obtain for our property something like al 
proper security, and that we may be able eventually to settle down into a | 








be found that the result of the Act of 1860 has been very largely in favour 
—— 





in the then last preceding year, ‘but the committee ‘struck all that out;|! 
all liable, and we know that the London companies have had three such ex- 
not be entitled toa single farthing for the deficiency so occasioned. To 
felt that they were not entitled to consent to any such terms, and I think} 
who would give us such a price as would yield a fair dividend, which); 
were not dealing only with our own property; we were trustees for the} 
greatest respect—we were not justified in placing the safety of the pro- 
that we acted rightly in coming to that conclusion. Let me ask, upon} 
management.” Some evidence was given that an amalgamation was de- 
of the districts not being altogether judicious. They were arranged as 
requiring us to inform the committee as to the costs and expenses of the 
they find sone higher than others, they are disposed to conclude that those} 
these contrasted figures, that in all cases the more economical result is 
in respect of which the calculation exhibits a less satisfactory result.” 
been very readily given. For instance, one company appear to have 
are larger. We can easily fancy that one company may, in their coke} 
down the entire amount received, and charge the expenses of distribution 
reconciled by a knowledge of the particular mode in which the accouut is 
follow that there is any want of “due care and management” on the part of || 
the matter with you at the last meeting. of earnestly soliciting your sup- 
have to go before Parliament again is without doubt, and we shall then 
and important matter a more careful consideration than it has hitherto} 
state of quietness which will improve the value of our shares and save us 
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from the further renewal of these most expensive, most anxious, and most 
exciting parliamentary inquiries. =¢ 
Sir C. D, Crostey seconded the motion. In doing so, he expressed his 
regret that the gas question was still in as critical a state as when last the 
roprietors of the company were called together. On that occasion he gave 
it as his opinion that the bill brought into the House of Commons by the 
Government ought to be thrown out on the second reading, and not allowed 
to go into committee. He felt it as a matter to be deplored that that course 
was not adopted, for he believed at that time the feeling of indignation 
amongst the members against that bill was so strong that its defeat would 
have been easily accomplished. The Government would thus have learnt 
how the country regarded an attempt to set aside the provisions of a solemn 
Act of the Legislature, and all further attempts of a like kind would have 
been entirely prevented. The directors, however, thought it better to let 
the bill go into committee on the understanding which they had come to 
with the Board of Trade, that that which was of vital interest to the com- 
ogy hn retention of their right to a 10 per cent. dividend—should not 
tampered with. It was upon that condition alone that the bill was 
allowed to its second reading. But what was the result of the inquiry 
respecting it before the select committee? He looked upon it as most un- 
satisfactory, and he believed that. had the bill passed with the provisions 
required by that committee, the dividends of the metropolitan companies 
would have been reduced to a fearful extent, if not swept away altogether. 
Was this a state of things which ought to be put up with? The question 
was a shareholder's question; it was a consumer's question—a national 
question—a constitutional question. As shareholders, he asked those pre- 
sent to reflect that the property of gas companies had been depreciated 
during the progress of this agitation to the extent of hundreds of thousands, 
if not millions of money. Was it right that there should be this continual 
uneasiness in the minds of investors, because of the interference with their 
property which was so vexatiously threatened? Were clergymen, widows, 
orphans, and others, whose small means had been invested in these under- 
ings on the faith of parliamentary security, to be almost beggared by 
the effect of such proceedings? To his certain knowledge many persons 
had invested all they possessed in gas property, and the result to them of 
such arbitrary dictation on the part of a committee of the House of Com- 
mons, would be to sweep away all their incomes. Shareholders were, there- 
fore, called upon to sound the alarm, and to seek the co-operation of the 
joint-stock interest generally in their opposition to a bill of this nature, 
because if once the thin edge of the wedge in the case of the gas com- 
panies was inserted, the interference of the House of Commons would 
not cease there, but railway, water, and dock companies, as well as the 
banking and finance associations, would soon come to be treated in the 
same way. What was right to be done in the case of gas companies, 
when their dividends approached 10 per cent,, would shortly be regarded 
as right to be done in the case of other undertakings where the capital 
was invested under authority of Acts of the Legislature. It, therefore, 
as he said, became a shareholders question. But it was also a con- 
sumers question, and therefore a public question. He would ask the 
consumers whether the gas companies had not acted in the utmost good 
faith towards them. A comparatively few years ago gas was supplied 
at 12s, per 1000 cubic feet; now it was supplied at 4s., and the succes- 
sive reductions made had not resulted from outward pressure, but from 
the desire of the companies to meet the just claims of the public when- 
ever the success of their undertakings justified them in lowering the 
price. That being the case, surely the consumers ought to be satisfied, 
and not join in these attempts to deprive the companies of the legitimate 
~— of their enterprise. Looking at the question as a public one, 
e could not lose sight of the fact that the ratepayers of the metropolis 
were already overburdened with taxation, and he was persuaded that if 
the management of the gas-works were to be entrusted to the corpora- 
tion and the Metropolitan Board, as proposed, that taxation would be 
largely increased. He was convinced that the works could not be more 
economically conducted than they were at present, and that the con- 
sumers would rue the day when, with the idea of getting cheaper gas, 
they transferred their control to these public bodies. The corporation 
of London, who were about again to oppose the companies in Parlia- 
ment, were very jealous of their ancient rights, and it was, therefore, 
somewhat strange that they should come forward and seek to interfere 
with the rights of others. The question, moreover, was a national one. 
He would ask the gentlemen present what it was that had made Eng- 
land so great a country as it was. It was British enterprise. But if 
there was one thing more than another which would utterly paralyze 
enterprise, already sufficiently prostrated and lethargic by recent events, 
it would be for Parliament to interfere in the way proposed by the bill 
of last session. For who would be safe if persons investing money on 
the faith that Parliament allowed them to pay 10 per cent. dividends, 
when the undertaking could earn it, and when they happened to be fortu- 
nate in having energetic and honest men as directors, were liable 
at any moment to have their dividends reduced and their capital destroyed 
by such interference as that? But the question was also a constitutional 
one, for if the integrity of the solemn Acts of the Legislature was to be 
centinually threatened, and those statutes upon which commercial enter- 
rise was based were from time to time to be set aside, they would no 
onger be proud to boast that they were Englishmen. The gas companies 
were now about to enter upon a fresh campaign, and he trusted that the 
shareholders generally would strengthen the hands of the directors in every 
way in their power. He rejoiced to know that the leading journals of the 
day had spoken out in opposition to the measure of last session, and had 
nted out what an act of confiscation was contemplated thereby. He 
lieved there would be many independent members of Parliament, gentle- 
men interested in joint-stock enterprise, who would advocate the cause 
of the companies next session, and, in whatever measure might be pro- 
posed, would seek to secure for them that which was fair and proper. He 
would ask the directors to concede in the interests of the consumers all 
that they possibly could concede, while he looked to them in the fullest 
confidence as the guardians of the interests of the shareholders. They 
had a righteous cause to espouse; they had been weighed in the balances 
and not found wanting; he therefore believed that, in the end, they would 
succeed, and that this company, like the fabled bird whose name they had 
assumed, would rise again from the ashes—a true Phoonix—stronger and 
more vigorous than ever. 

Mr. MauGnan said the last speaker had pointed out the great advantage 
which the public had realized by the reduction in the price of gas; but he 
omitted to advert to the fact that the illuminating power of the gas sup- 
—_ had from time to time been increased, so that the public had received 

nefit in both ways. 

Mr. Hosson said he had listened with great attention to the remarks 
} of the chairman, and thought he had laid before the meeting a very fair 








review of the questions which engaged the attention of the parliamentary 


committee of last session. He (Mr. Hobson) was a director of the Sheffield 
Gas Company, and he might say for them that they consideted the bill to 
be one of the most iniquitous ever brought before Parliament, and they 
therefore presented a petition against it. The Board of Trade, however, 
consented to modify the provisions of that bill considerably, and the com- 
panies having conceded 16-candle gas at 3s. 9d., he thought the select com- 
mittee ought to have treated them more liberally in minor matters. As 
the companies would have to go before Parliament again next session, he 
thought it would be policy for them to consider whether it would not 
strengthen their position to go with some scheme for amalgamating the 
several companies. He thought it might be a considerable advantage 
if all the works on that side of the water were united in one company. 
The Phoenix had extensive works not yet in full operation; probably, 
under an amalgamation, they would sooner come into use, and thus a 
great deal of capital would be brought into profitable occupation. There 
was one matter in connexion with the recent parliamentary campaign 
which he did not altogether approve of, and that was the proposition put 
forward by the able advocate of the companies, Mr. Baxter—viz., that in 
the event of the thirteen companies being amalgamated into four or less, the 
directors whose services would no longer be required should receive 
retiring pensions. The select committee thought of making a great saving 
in the general working expenses by amalgamating the several companies, 
but if every person whose services were dispensed with was to have a 
retiring allowance, this one great object of the amalgamation would be 
defeated. He thought also that in the proposal there was a loss of dignity 
on the part of the directors, which he regretted to see. No doubt the most 
active of their number would be wanted to conduct the operations of the 
amalgamated companies, and he thought it would have been far better if, 
as a body, they had not put forward a proposition to compensate those who 
were compelled to retire. He mentioned this matter with a great deal of 
deference, because, after having joined in a petition against the bill, it was 
not pleasant to tell the directors of what he thought was a piece of bad 
policy. At Sheffield there had been an amalgamation, but the directors 
had never thought of asking for retiring allowances. 


Mr. Gray said he was very much at a loss to know why the London 
companies should be called upon to amalgamate at all. It might in some 
few instances be advisable for the companies, if they couid mutually 
arrange to do so; but Parliament had no right to compel them to form 
connexions which they did not wish to enter upon. He believed that it 
was a great delusion to suppose that a general amalgamation would mate- 
rially reduce the cost of producing gas. Whatever saving there might be, it 
certainly would never amount to 3d. per 1000 feet. There was no justifi- 
cation for the attempt to reduce the dividends of the company in tle way 
proposed by the bill of last session, for he unhesitatingly asserted that no 
body of men had ever acted more honestly or more strictly in good 
faith towards the public than they had done. They all felt that they 
would be ill discharging their duty if they exacted from the consumers 
a single sixpence more than they ought to pay, but they would be equally 
negligent of their duty if they did not seek to maintain for their proprietors 
the dividend to which Parliament had again and again declared they were 
entitled. Because the Act of 1860 had so far worked favourably for them 
that they had been able to secure the dividend which it prescribed, surely 
that was no reason for fresh legislation when no charge could be brought 
against them of having violated any of its provisions to the detriment of 
the consumers. For himself, he was decidedly opposed to any amalgama- 
tion if it could be avoided, and he believed that if such an arrangement 
were made, and the companies reduced to four, or, perhaps, as suggested, 
to one, the outcry against monopoly would still be continued, and there 
would be no peace or quietness for them. Having taken a very active part 
in the proceedings of the last session, he regretted exceedingly that no satis- 
factory result had been attained; but he hoped that in the next session 
they would be able te secure from Parliament that justice to which they 
were deservedly entitled. ' 

Mr. BenTLey said the proprietors could lay down no course of action for 
the directors to take; they must leave the matter in their hands, satisfied 
that they would, as they had hitherto done, exert themselves to protect 
the property entrusted to their care. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. Horner (deputy-chairman) said he had now to move, as usual, the 
formal resolution in reference to the dividend. The chairman had entered 
so fully into the details of the company’s affairs, that any further observa- 
tions upon them were rendered unnecessary. The chairman had asked the 
proprietors for their continued support in the struggle of the ensuing ses- 
sion, and there was one other request which he (Mr. Horner) would venture 
to make. The value of their shares had been very much depreciated during 
the agitation. That depreciation had not arisen from the want of solidity 
in the property of the company, but because shareholders had become 
alarmed and had sold out at a loss, much to the injury of those who had 
stuck to the concern. He thought every one present should use his * 
fluence to prevent a repetition of this course by his fellow proprietors. t 
was just possible, if an Act of Parliament should require the company to 
sell their property to the Board of Works, or if any general amalgamation 
scheme were sanctioned, the market value of the shares at the time wou rn 
be taken as representing the real value of the undertaking. It behove 
them, therefore, to use their influence to induce every proprietor to stick to 
his ship, and thus maintain the value of the property, instead of a to 
depreciate that value in the way it had been done. As a large shareho at 
he felt that his property had been seriously injured, and wight be < 
further impaired, if his fellow shareholders lost confidence in the hor 
taking, and disposed of their interests at a ruinous loss. He conclude oy 
moving—“ That dividends for the half year ending Midsummer last be, re 
the same are, hereby declared and made payable out of the profits of on 
undertaking, at and after the rate cf 10 per cent. per annum - oo 
original shares of the company, at and after the rate of 5 per cent. . 
the capitalized stock, and at and after the rate of £7 10s. per cent. = ’ 
the amount paid up on the new stock of the company, deducting nny a 
tax. That such dividends be forwarded to the proprietors soordering t - r 
either through the Post-oftice, to their address, or to their bankers; not 
also be payable immediately after this meeting, and afterwards at - oes 
pany’s offices at Bankside, on Thursday, Oct. 10, from twelve ti 
o'clock; the remaining dividends to be forwarded by post. ; 

Mr. SHAw seconded the motion, which was put, and carried arate 

The meeting was then made special, for the purpose of considering een 
of motion given by Mr, Gray—“ That, in consequence of ee yr 
Mr. Charles Pridden’s, impaired state of health, and in considera wn 
his long and faithful services for 37 years, he be granted a retiring pe 
of £600 per annum for life.” 

Mr. Pridden having retired from the room, 
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The Cuarrman said, the directors having received from Mr. Gray an in- 
timation that he intended to submit this motion to the shareholders, had 
given the necessary notice to make the meeting special for the purpose of 
considering it, but they had themselves made no suggestion on the subject. 

Mr. Gray submitted his motion in the above terms, ry eco ber the 
same time his hearty appreciation of the services rendered by Mr. Pridden 
to the company during a long series of years, and his regret that impaired 
health had required that officer to resign his important position. He had 
ascertained that the salary and bonus paid to Mr. Pridden amounted 


;|to about £1000, and therefore he thought the proposition to give him a re- 


tiring allowance of £600 was fair and reasonable. Whatever opinion, how- 
ever, might be entertained by the meeting as to the amount of the remune- 
ration proposed, he was sure there would be but one feeling as to the merits 
of the individual to whom it was to be given. 


Sir C. D. CRostey seconded the motion, and bore his testimony to the 
ability of Mr. Pridden, and to the urbanity with which he had always dis- 
charged his onerous duties. 

Mr. BenTey said he was sure the feeling of regret at the necessity for 
Mr. Pridden’s retirement was shared in by all present. He had been a 
faithful officer cf the company for many years, and every one who had had 
anything to do with him must cherish for him the greatest respect. 

Mr. LATIMER objected to the amount of the retiring allowance proposed, 
and moved as an amendment that it be £300 a year. 

Rev. CHARLES Box asked how long Mr. Pridden’s salary had been £1000 
a year. 

The Cuatrman said the salary was really only £600 a year, and Mr. 
Pridden was entitled to no more than that except under these circum- 
stances. ‘That salary was paid to him when the dividends of the company 
|were only 4 per cent., and it was then arranged that for every half per cent. 
jthe shareholders received beyond 4 per cent., the secretary should receive 
\5 per cent, upon his salary. As the shareholders now obtained 10 per cent. 
|upon their original stock, the amount Mr. Pridden received was £960. 
|Whatever he had above the £600 was entirely dependent upon the prosperity 
lof the company. The question of the retiring allowance was one for the 
\shareholders entirely, but the directors, while concurring in the expressions 
of regret at the retirement of their excellent secretary, would not probably, 
if it had been left to them to settle, have given quite so large a sum as £600 
as a retiring allowance. 

Mr. BALLANCE hoped that whatever was done by the meeting would be 
done unanimously; and as there appeared to be a difference of opinion 
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The CHArRMAN moved the adoption of the report, and, in doing so, ex- 
pressed his regret that the directors were not able to recommend a larger 
dividend than 4} per cent. on the present occasion. The reason was they 
had not earned it. How wasthat? There had been three causes at work 
to diminish the profits of the last half year. First, the reduction in the price 
of gas of 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, which had considerably diminished the 
revenue of the company ; second, the increase in the cost of coal ; and, third, 
the additional sum paid as wages for labour. And yet, under these circum- 
stances, an agitation had been going on out of doors still further to lower the 


tion which, if successful, would necessarily lead to a diminution of the pre- 


panies should be called upon to concede these points. The General Gas Act 
of 1847, which was ratified by the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, clearly and 


48 to price and quality. As the result of the admirable system of districting 
‘meng themselves, which had led to reductions in expenditure, the com- 
panies had been able to attain their maximum of 10 per cent., and, in some 
cases, to pay up the deficiencies of back dividends for the last six years ; and 

use of this some persons professed to be aggrieved by the conduct of the 
Companies. The companies had only done as the Legislature sanctioned, 
and carried out what appeared to them the equitable arrangement arrived at 
in 1860 _He believed that that arrangement would have resulted before 
how in still further reductions in the price of gas if it had not been for the 
ormous expenses to which the companies had been put in defending their 

tion during the last few years. At a recent meeting of the Common 

cil, it was stated by Mr. Bontems that the parliamentary expenses in 
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Dr. Balance-Sheet, to June 30, 1867. Cr. 


Dr. Revenue Account, for the Six Months ending June 30, 1867. Cr. 
RECEIPTS. ! EXPENDITURE, . 
Balance brought forward ae oe ice at aes Directors allowances. . . .... « £750 0 0 
Sale of gas— Salaries of secretary andclerks. . . . . 555 0 0 
Common gas, at 4s. per 1000 cubic Collectors commissionand pay. . . . . 333 0 7 
Phd 6 elcele« « » Bee & @ Stationery, printing, and general charges . 411 6 7 
Publiclighting andcontracts, . . 6,647 8 7 Payment toauditors . . ..... -» 3110 0 


Price of gas and to raise the standard of its illuminating power—an agita- | 


y cent rate of dividend. There seemed to him to be no reason why the com- | 


definitely established the right of the companies to pay 10 per cent. dividend | 
if they could earn it by supplying gas within the limitations of the Statute | 





among the proprietors as to what the amount should be, he suggested that 
the motion and the amendment should be withdrawn, and a proposition 
submitted for making the allowance £400. 

After some conversation, Mr. Gray declined to withdraw the motion; 
but Mr. Latimer consented to alter the figures in his amendment to £400, 
which, on being put to the meeting, was declared to be carried on a show 
of hands of 33 against 11. On its thus becoming the original motion, 

Mr. Hopson moved a further amendment, to the effect that the amount 
be £500, which, he said, was about half the present income of the secre- 
tary; but this was not seconded. 

Mr. MauGuan proposed to make the amount £480, which was seconded, 
but, on a show of hands, negatived. 

Mr. Gray inquired if a ballot could be taken. 

The Cuarrman said he thought Mr. Gray should not claim it under the 
circumstances. 

The motion to make the allowance £400 a year was then put and car- 
ried nem. dis. 

Mr. BENTLEY moved, and Mr. Drew seconded, a vote of thanks to the 
chairman and directors, which was cordially adopted. 


The Cuatrman briefly acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings 
terminated. 





SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly General Meeting of Shareholders in this Company was 
held at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge, on Thursday, bet. 10— 
Txos. Pocock, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Boddy) read the notice convening the meeting, and, 
after the usual preliminaries, the following report and statements of account 
were presented :— 


The accounts for the six months ending the 30th of June last, herewith appended, 
present the customary items of receipt and expenditure. 

it will be seen that the net profit realized on the half year amounts to £9921 9d. 3d.; 
out of this sum the directors recommend the payment of a dividend at the rate of 9 
per cent. per annum, clear of income-tax. This recommendation, if adopted, will 
leave a balance of £471 9s. 3d. to be carried to the next account. 

The shareholders are already acquainted with the proceedings in the last session 
of Parliament connected with the metropolitan gas inquiry. ~— +P the question 
has not been set at rest, the companies succeeded in getting a formal recognition by 
the Government of the rights in respect to dividend established by former Acts of 
the Legislature ; and the directors have every confidence that Parliament will keep 
good faith with the gas proprietors. The directors will give their best attention to 
whatever measures may be hereafter necessary in the interests of the shareholders. 
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connexion with this question during the past ten years amounted to £100,000, 
of which amount it was calculated the gas companies had paid £80,000. It 
| seemed to be a frightful thing that this large outlay should be occasioned 
| because a few individuals chose to be continually agitating the question ; for 
| he did not believe for a moment that any large number of the consumers at all 
sympathized in the movement, or that they desired any reduction of price which 
could not be obtained fairly, honestly, and justly towards those whose capital 
was invested in gas-works, The vast majority of the consumers know well that 
the interests of the companies were involved in selling gas as cheaply as 
possible, and that the directors would reduce the price whenever they pos- 
sibly could. He for one was exceedingly desirous to meet the wishes of the 
consumers in this respect, but he was not willing to put his hand in his 
pocket or to imperil the property of the shareholders for that purpose. Since 
the Act of 1860 was passed, large sums of money had been laid out on the 
faith that the right given to the companies to pay 10 per cent., if they could 
earn it, would not be tampered with. He himself had induced many persons, 
who had consulted him as to investing money, to take shares in this com- 
pany; and he knew of several cases in which the property of widow ladies 
and orphan children had been thus disposed of. Parliament was now asked 
to alter the conditions of the arrangement then made. From what cause? 
Simply because some of the companies were paying 10 per cent. He believed 
that, as far as the agitators were concerned, the price of gas might be 10s. per 
1000, if the companies were only paying 4 per cent. In that case there 
would be nothing heard of the matter. Mr. Bontems, in his speech before 
the Common Council, professed great disinterestedness in the matter, and 
felt aggrieved at the ‘ personal observations” which had been made about 
him and those who were acting with him. He (the chairman) had no doubt 
Mr. Bontems was so very patriotic and disinterested in the matter, that if he 
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Bontems talked about property being injured and lives ed by 
i : i i oe state- 
i was a somewhat 
remarkable fact, that throughout the whole of the agitation not one single 
ing done wrong had ever heem made against the companies. 
It was not customary to apprehend persons on the supposition that they 
might hereafter commit some crime, and Po ages cay was asked to pass 
a law to prevent the companies doing something which it was supposed they 
might be capable of doing. For the twenty years he had been connected 
with that ny, he had maintained a clear conscience with reference to 
all his dealings with the consumers, and he could challenge any one to prove 
that he had ever attempted to injure his fellow men in public or in private. 
Mr. Nicwotsoy, in i adoption of the report, said he was de- 
sirous of making a few remarks with reference to the great contest still 
i i The question was far too important, the crisis 
far too imminent, for any gas proprietors to be heedless with respect to it. 
At the last meeting of this. company a resolution was passed which declared 
that the bill then introduced into Parliament was a flagrant violation of 
public faith. It was a flagrant violation of public faith, inasmuch as it con- 
tained provisions fixing the maximum dividends on the shares of the metro- 
politan companies at 7 per cent., and compelling them to supply 18-candle 
at 38, 6d., whereas under the Act of 1847, confirmed by the Act of 1860, 
companies were entitled to a maximum dividend of 10 per cent. From 
acalculation he had made, he found that one-half of the £6,000,000 invested 
in the gas-works of London belonged to persons who had fixed incomes, 
many of whom had ss their shares at such a price that the maximum 
dividends paid by the companies only yielded 6 per cent. The struggle of 
Iast session consisted, in cricketing language, of two innings, the first being 
on the floor of the House of Commons, the second in the committee-room. 
In. the first, the companies planted their standard on the principle that the 
Legislature had entered into a solemn compact with them, from which they 
could not: be allowed to retreat. The companies appealed to most of the joint- 
stock companies in the kingdom, and poured petitions upon the table of the 
House, which was the first signal the Government had of the discomfiture 
which awaited their attempt to confiscate the property of the shareholders. 
They appealed to the House of Commons whether it was willing to rank 
itself with repudiating Spain, the States of South America, and Pennsylvania, 
and, appeuling to that assembly of English gentlemen, they said at once, “* We 
will good faith with these widows and orphans.” As soon as the Duke 
of Richmond became President of the Board of Trade, he, not being under 
the influence of popular clamour, like some members of the House of 
Commons, who were desirous of making political capital out of this matter, 
was able to take a right view of what was needful to uphold the integrity of 
Parliament, and he enabled the: companies to tear the bill into shreds, Sir 
Stafford Northcote was obliged to retreat from the position he had taken up, 
and a new bill was framed, giving the shareholders the right to their 10 per 
cent. The second innings was in the committee-room, and there, he was 
sorry to! say, the committee did not take that upright view of the compact 
entered into between Parliament and the companies that the House of Com- 
mons at large did. There was a great struggle before the companies in the 
next session, and his belief was that the battle would have to be fought next 
time in the House of Commons itself. The directors asked the shareholders 
to help them, or rather to help themselves, so that on that occasion a 
right decision might be come to. The Metropolitan Board of Works 
and the corporation of the City of London were at first the promoters 
of the bill of last session, but the moment they saw that something like 
justice was being done to the companies by the Board of Trade they became 
the opponents of the bill. Although the chairman of the committee stated 
| that the arrangement made between the Board of Trade and the companies 
would be the basis of their proceedings, the name failed to get the 
| terms of that arrangement enforced, and, seeing that they were prevented 
from making up back dividends, or from making a reserve-fund, they felt 
that they could not accept the bill as amended by the committee. itha 
4s. price. for gas this company were barely able to pay 9 per cent. If the 
price were reduced to 33, 9d., while, by the increase required in the illumi- 
} nating power, the cost of making gas was increased, as it necessarily would 
be, 6d. per 1000 feet, the dividends of this company*would be reduced 3} at per 
cent., and if they had no reserve-fund to meet the contingency of an explo- 
}| sion or other loss, the shareholders might be deprived of even this reduced 
dividend for five or six years. After alluding to Mr. Bontems’s recent epeech 
H}in the Common Council, and combating some of the statements it con- 
|| tained, he concluded by stating that Mr. Bontems was hebelived the chairman 
of a suburban gas company which charged 63. per 1000, and that the direc- 
tors of that company carried economy and self-abuegation to such an extra- 
ordinary extent, that their own fees, of which the chairman took his propor- 
tion, amounted to 20 per cent. cf the gross rental of the company. 
_ Mr. Lrppxe said he had visited the works of this company as usual, and 
was pleased to observe that improvements were continually going on, and 
that those improvements were of a permanent character. With reference to 
the general question brought before the meeting, he remarked that all the 
{| Companies would. be perfectly satisfied to remain as they were, but if a 
| change was to take = they must take care that their interests were not 
judiced. He had heard no proposition from the directors for carrying out 
}} the desire of the committee of the House of Commons that an amalgama- 
| tion, with a view to the reduction of expenditure, should be effected. He 
| did not. believe that such an arrangement would be made without an Act of 
| Parliament. It would be extremely desirable, if an amalgamation took place, 
| that there should be only one company, for if there were three or four the 
i} same objections they now met with would be raised against them in the 
event.of a-difference in the price or quality of gas. He saw no objection to 
inciple of an amalgamation, or to the transference of the works to a 
ic body, provided the dividends of the shareholders were maintained, 
# and they had a proper security for their money. 
Mr. FFITHS: said an. association of shareholders in railways had been 
| formed: at Manchester to- concert measures to prevent the confiscation of 
ir property, and it. struck him that a similar kind of association might be 
ed amongst the shareholders in the London gas companies. 
he CHarnMan; referring to Mr, Liddle’s remarks, said he had carefully 
ined from saying anything about amalgamation, because he thought it 
that: it should be brought. forward by the shareholders. It was, no 
t, a most important question, and the directors of this company, as well 
the others, would be quite willirg to seek the advice of the share- 
holders as to: what steps should be taken respecting it. He might, however, 
Hietate that notice had been given of the intention of the companies to-go to 
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Liddle that the directors should state what they were going to do. Ber the 
board he would observe that they were satisfied to wait, desiring only to be 
left alone. It was impossible to say what would be done until they knew 
what their opponents soug 

they would consult the shareholders and take steps to defend their interests. 
He could only assure the meeting that the board would do whatever they 
thought best for the preservation of the property of the company, and would 
not allow an: 
interests of 


the company for the half year ending the 


' their prescribed’ dividends. The committee, however, decided that w 
+} companies:should be compelled to reduce the: price, and 





Parliament next session with a bill for the settlement of the 


question. The 
ice, and he hoped’ that when 


companies had taken a wide scope in: their notice, 
the bill was framed and lid before Parliament, they would find the Legi 
ture not indisposed to keep faith with them. As Mr. Nicholson had said, the 


battle next session must be in the House itself, for it was no use going before 
a committee when such great principles were at stake. 


Mr, W..B. Jaarzs said, with regard to the future, it was suggested by Mr. 


ht to take from them. When that was known 


interests of their own to interfere for one moment with the 
se shareholders. 
On the motion of the CuarrMAN, seconded by Mr. Duvat it was resolved 


—‘* That adividend at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, clear of income-tax, 
for the half year ending June, 30 be now declared, payable on and after 


the2Ist inst.’” 

Mr. Duvat then proposed a vote of thanks to the company’s engineer, Mr, 
Finlay. He said without good management the dividend of 9 per cent. just 
declared could never have been earned, and without. the services of an effi- 
cient engineer and manager the exertions of a board of directors, however 
zealous they might be, would be quite thrown away. He might say, for 
himself and f>r his colleagues, that they were exceedingly pleased with the 
conduct of Mr. Finlay, and be was sure the shareholders generally were to 
be congratulated that they had so ablea man at the head of the concern, 
He had, therefore, much pleasure in moving—‘‘ That the thanks of the 
meeting be given to the company’s engineer for his economical and most 


judicious management of their affairs.” 


The CuHarrMay, in seconding the motion, said he was delighted to bear 
his testimony to the energy, zeal, and perseverance of Mr. Finlay, than 
whom he believed there was not a more able man in the profession. 

The resolution was cordially adopted. 

Mr. Finutay acknowledged the vote, and said he felt very deeply this mark 
of respect and confidence on the part of the shareholders, His best efforts 
would continue to be put forth to maintain their interests. He was glad to 
know that a great change had taken place in the works of the company, and 
that they were now in a much more efficient condition than they were a few 
years ago. 

Qn the motion of Mr. FRANKLIN, the thanks of the meeting were voted 
to the chairman and directors for their continued attention to the affairs of 
the company. 

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings terminated. 





IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was 


held on Thursday last, Oct. 10, at the Offices of the Company, John 


ee Bedford Row—Eowarp VauGHAN Ricuarps, Esq., Governor, in 
the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr. Harry Chubb) read the advertisement convening 


the meeting, and the seal of the company having been affixed to the 
register of shareholders, the following report and statements of accounts 


were presented :— 

The directors herewith submit the accompanying statements of the accounts of 
h of June last, and they avail them- 
selves of the opportunity to relate to the shareholders the epents which have 


occurred in the late session of Parliament with reference to the supvly of gas to the 


metropolis. 

Your directors informed you, in April last, that a bill had been introduced into 
Parliament by the Board of Trade, at the instigation of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works and the corporation of the City of London, to amend the Metropolis Gas 
Act of 1860; and it is satisfactory to report that as soon as the House of Commons 
understood that the bill involved a direct violation of faith with the companies, b 
the reduction of their authorized dividends, it was almost unanimously condemned. | | 

The Board of Trade thereupon unde: took, on condition that the bill should be 
allvwed to pass unopposed on the second reading, that its provisions should be so 
modified as practically not to interfere with the future maintenance of the autho- 
rized dividend, upon the faith of which the capitals of the several companies had 
been sub-cribed. e 

The bill was accordingly amended, and referred to a select committee, presided 
over by Mr. Cardwell; the future maximum price and illuminating power of the 
gas to be supplied by the ies being left in blank, and the filling up of these 
blanks, upon such principle as not to interfere with the conditions under which the 
bill had been allowed to be read a second time, constituted the principal question 
for consideration. 

The companies repeated before the committee the offer which they had made 
in the previous session, of adopting 4s. per 1000 feet as the maximum price, in lieu 
of 4s. 6d., and 14 candies as the future minimum illuminating power, in lieu of 12 
candles, for common coal gas, although that price and quality, since their voluntary 
adoption by your company, have failed to realize the authorized dividend ; but after 
a very long inquiry, in which the Board of Works and the corporation of London 

pp d as the opp ts of the companies, the committee declined to accept these 
terms, and announced their decision that, whilst they would not proceed, by 
direct and compulsory legislation, to touch prices already sanctioned by Parliament, 
in a hostile manner,” they would, if the companies consented, ‘‘insert in the 
such a price for gas as, after making allowance for reduced expenditure, under a 
system of partial or total amalgamation of all the companies, would, in their opinion, 
afford a reasonable prospect of their attaining or approaching from time to time, 
with due care and’ management, the maximum dividend to which they were entitle 
under their Acts of Parliament,” and in reliance upon which their capitals had been 
subscribed and expended. fl 

Failing the acceptance of this proposal by the companies, the committee throntenet 
to recommend to Parliament to sanction a competition against them. b the a 
authorities, at the risk of the ratepayers of the metropolis, although all the ob iga- 
io and seststetions of the Metropolis Gas ant had ener imposed on the P 
solely on the ground of their enjoying an exclusive supply. 

It may be observed that the cemeniens had previously declined to enter — 
inquiry as to: the probable future cost of camel coal, an increased use of whic 











: ; - nea it 

, would be required to raise the illuminating power of the gas, nor would they admit) 
‘ the right-of the companies to any statutory dividend; they also refused to specify 

‘ beforehand what was the price and theilluminating power which they were prep: ne 
‘ to introduce in the bill; sv that the companies were thus asked to “ take a leap in 


dark,” in expressing their to d alterations of their existing — 
which might possibly have the effect of materially impairing the value © 
rt 





The naturally. declined to: adopt such a proposal ; but in the hope of 
' arriving at a permanent settlement of the question, they made libe' 


ral concessions, 


in order to meet the views of the committee, and submitted to adopt, experimentally, 


H ior i hat. power were given to an 
} sveduced pricv and & aaa quality of' ges, provided tat pe ficient to pay 





the price, if it should prove insu bilet. the 
e the il ing 
Fi : . ficiency 
wer of. their gas, it should not be competent for them to make good the de 

in dividend +— one year by the surplus of the following year, nor to form any 
reserve-fund, as authorized by their existing Acts. These conditions the —- 

felt it imposible, consistently with the rights and interests of their proprietary, 
—$ 

















— 

















aera 

















— 


Get, 15, 1867.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


875 





haszbeen presented to the House by the committee. 

n this-report the committee do not accuse the companies of any neglect or mis- 
feasan' h in the performance of their obligations, but, on the contrary, 
admit ‘that they supply gas at a lower price, and of a r quality than is required 
lof them under the Metropolis Act; and it may be added that all of them had volun- 
tarily reduced the price of their gas to the public, before laying’ by the reserve, 
which they were authorized to do, in order to secure the maintenance of their 
dividend. 
Their report, 





also—by the admission that the committee could not justly interfere 


general bill which might be introduced for the like object—virtually recognizes the 
rights which the companies contend were meant to be secured to them by the Acts 
under which they are constituted 





d d by the are great and obvious, and that 


exclusive supply of gas Pp P 
tition in the streets of the metropolis would be attended 


the introduction of com 
with manifest inconv 


seek to impose upon them. 


nently beneficial to the gas companies, but not equally so to the public, and their 
recommendations are based on this assumption ; but the evidence adduced on behalf 


manner increased the dividend which this company had previously enjoyed under a 
m of competition, or conferred on them any new powers, it imposed various 
igations and restrictions on them in the sole interest of the public, in whose 
favour also the company’s charges have been reduced, since the passing of the Act, 
to no less an extent than £50,000 per annum. 
The report is also based on the assumption that the present arrangement of the 
districts asaigned to the several companies has failed to afford, either to them or to 
the consumers, the greatest attainable advantages of ical manufacture and 
distribution, and that an amalgamation of all the thirteen companies into one com- 
pany, or at least into a very reduced number of companies, might result in great 
though undefined economy, of which the consumers might have the advantage 
without prejudice to the dividend of the producer. 
The companies believe that the saving of expense which it is supposed might be 
effected by such an amalgamation as that recommended is very much exaggerated, 
but, in deference to the views of the committee, your directors have set on foot au 
inguiry, in concert with the other metropolitan companies, in order that they may 
thoroughly ascertain whether auy and what amount of advantage might be gained 
by such a proceeding. 
The great area of supply which is confided to this company, and which extends 
|}over a district comprising upwards of 22 square miles, renders it, however, very 
|jdoubtful whether any Igamation with th y might not impair the 
eficiency with which your affairs have been conducted, and which has hitherto 
given satisfaction to your numerous customers. 
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The Governor: Gentlemen, it now becomes my duty to address a few 
|| observations to you, and I extremely regret that upon the present occasion I 
||¢annot congratulate you either upon the general aspect of gas property in 
|| the metropolis, or upon the peculiar features presented by our own balance- 
||Sheet for the half year ending the 30th of June last. 
honour of addressing you, the Board of Trade had just introduced into Par- 
liament a bill for the amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. I will 
Dot trouble 
features are familiar to you all. It proposed, as you know, to regulate the 

ice of gas upon a sort of sliding scale, which was to be determined from 
fay today by the illuminating power of the gas. The bill, as a whole, was 
|| Considered by us to be utterly unworkable in its details; and, in addition to 
| that, it violated a great principle, and, as we conceived, was guilty of a great 

breach of faith, inasmuch as it virtually fixed your dividend at 7 per cent. 
|| mstead of 10 per cent., as settled by the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, as 
Well as by the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, upon the faith of which you 
have subscribed a large amount of capital. When that fact was made 
evident through the exertions of those who undertook the conduct of the 
case, so strong a feeling of dissatisfaction and disapprobation was expressed 


ia might have thrown out on the second reading. But there were those 
ngely interested in gas property, and possessed of a great deal of knowledge 
and influence in the matter, who felt that even at some sacrifice it was 
rable, if possible, to obtain during the last session a settlement of the 
{eestion which had agitated gas proprietors and the public for so longa 
me, and to put a stop to the depreciation of gas property which has ruled, 
vith Sorry to say, now for two years. We, therefore, proposed a meeting 
the Board of Trade, and that board received us and discussed the 
‘er. The result was that the bill was amended in the important 
referred to, and introduced with blanks left in it as to the price 

— 





with the terms under which the capitals of the companies had been subscribed, | 
without their consent, and that the same difficulty would be found to apply to every | 


The committee further admit by their report that the advantages of the system of | 


ence to the public; yet, whilst making these admissions, | 
Seager peer the outlay, at the risk of the ratepayers of the metropolis, of | 

of additional capital, in order to supply all London with gas in competition | 
with the companies, as a means of coercing the latter to adopt the terms which they | 


The committee state in their report that the Metropolis Gas Act has proved emi- | 


ofthe Imperial Gas Company distinctly proved that whilst the Act had not in any | 





in the House of Commons, that I have no hesitation in saying that the | 


accede to, and the bill was not eeded with; but, in lieu of it, a very hostile | 


Revenue Account, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1867. 


Profit and Loss Account. 





i 


Balance-Sheet. 


hen last I had the | 


ae now with the details of that bill, because its principal | 





_The extent of this com 
night of last year they distributed nearly 16 millions of ic feet 
you are aware that to enable them to meet the increasing de’ 
resources, your directors have, for three successive sessions, introduced a bill which, 
after receiving the deliberate approval of the several committees to whom it was 

in the sessions of 1865 and 1866, was nevertheless rejected by oe 
the first on an objection raised to the enlargement of your works at Fulham, 
the second on objections to the construction of new works at Bow. 

With respect to the bill, which this company promoted in the last session, for 
power to raise more capital and erect new works at West Ham, where they had 
contracted for a favourable site, it was proved to the committee that, without those 
additional powers, the company would be quite uoable, in the winter of 1869, to 
fulfil their obligations to the public in the supply of gas withia their district; but, 
although the bill was virtually unopposed, the committee declined to pass it, unless 
your directors would agree to submit to the onerous conditions which they had pre- 
viously desired to impose — the gas companies generally; and, failing this, they 
have recommended in their report that the same means of coercion should be 

dopted by Parli t in future ions, by the rejection of any future bills pro- 
m ted by the company which should not incorporate those terms. 

Your directors, however, have no alternative but in to promote a bill in the 
next session, for powers to enable the company to comply with obligations which 
Parli t has imposed upon them. Ss 

It is right to inform the shareholders that the course pursued by the Legislature 
towards this pany has ioned them serious loss and inconvenience, and may 
have the effect of increasing, to a certain extent, the future cost of the manufacture 
of their gas. This arises from the fact, that they are compelled to supply additional 
gas from the existing premises, already overcrowded, instead of erecting new works 
on other land; and to effect this object they have been obliged to take down many 
beds of retorts, heretofore containing six only in a bed, and to erect on the same 
site others containing ten in a bed. The retorts thus taken down were by no weans 
worn out, and the system to which your directors have been compelled to have 
recourse in this alteration, may, as they apprehend, prove to be not so economical, 
either as ts the ption of fuel or the cost of labour, as the system pre- 
viously in operation. 

The revenue account for the past half year shows a very large additional ex- 
penditure under the head of ** Wear and tear.” The greater portion of this is 
attributable to the alterations above referred to, which, together with the increased 
cost for coals and labour during the last six months, combine to make it necessary to 
draw upon the reserve-fund to the extent of £29,929 2s. 3d., in order to pay a 
dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. upon the new £12 10s. shares, and 10 per cent. 
upon the remainder of the share capital. Your directors recommend that these 
dividends be declared. 

Your directors have endeavoured to condense in this report a statement of the 
pr ings in Parli t during the past session with reference to the supply of 
gas to the metropolis, and they trust that they will have the active co-operation of 
all the shareholders in resisting any attempt that may hereafter be made, whether 
directly or in the indirect mode ded by the ittee, to impair the value 
of your property, which is based upon the security of various Acts of Parliament, 
the os ge of which to the public your directors, on their part, have faithfully 
fu ° 


y's operations may be judged of by the fact, that im one 
of gas; and 
on their 
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and as to the illuminating power, which blanks the committee were to fill up. 
The Government, moreover, pledged themselves not to press forward any 
*clause, the terms of which rendered it impossible for the companies to earn 
in the future a dividend of 10 per cent. Upon that understanding the bill 
was read a second time, and on that understanding also we presented our- 
selves before the committee. Now, gentlemen, that committee commenced 
the inquiry by adopting a course which, may be perfectly right, though I 
thought then, and think still, was somewhat extraordinary. It was 
admitted that the illuminating power of the London gas could only be 
exhanced by a large admixture of cannel coal, and one would have thought 
that the probable future duration of an ingredient entering so largely into 
the cost of a manufactured article ought to be an essential question before 
a committee whose duty it was to determine what should be the future price 
of gas. But at the outset the committee determined not to receive any 
evidence as to the re future price of cannel, or the probable duration 
of the cannel-field. It is not for me to question that decision; we were 
compelled to submit to it. The evidence was pressed upon the committee 
by a gentleman who is as competent as any one I know to represent our case 
before a committee—one of our leading counsel, Mr. Denison ; but the com- 
mittee decidedly refused to hear the evidence, or to go into any inquiry 
ee the subject. Of course, the great question was the filling up of the 
blanks in the bill, and on this question a great deal of fencing took place 
between the leading counsel for the Board of Trade on the one hand, and}, 
the chairman of the committee on the other. Both were unwilling to fill 
up the blanks, probably knowing that whatever figures were re in they 
would be eq distasteful to the companies on the one hand, or to the 
public on the other. The chairman, on the one hand, said the Government, 
in introducing a bill, ought to have brought in that bill in a perfect state, 
with the blanks filled up, so that the committee might know the views of 
the promoters. On the other hand, the counsel for the Board of Trade said : 
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“We have brought in the bill in blank, and you have taken charge of it in 
blank ; it is the duty of the committee, after hearing the evidence, to fill up 
those blanks with proper figures.” But, gentlemen, I will not trouble you 
with the disputes which arose on this point, or with reference to the mass 
of evidence adduced, or the arguments which were employed, and which 
occupied the whole of several days. In the result the Board of Trade and 
the companies came to something like an understanding as to the price that 
should be inserted in the bill under c2rtain conditions. Then it became 
desirable to ascertain whether the committee would accept any price which 
the Board of Trade had agreed upon with the companies, for after having so 
agreed with the board, and thus committed ourselves, we felt that we were 
liable to be told by them that they would drive us down still lower. In the 
first place, the companies offered to supply gas of 14 candles illuminating 
power at the price of 4s.; but that the committee said was insufficient, and 
they rejected it. Ultimately, after a great deal of discussion, the Board of 
Trade and the companies agreed that the illuminating power should be 16 
candles and the price 3s, 9d. per 1000, as an experiment for one year, with 
power to an arbitrator to increase that price if it would not enable the com- 
ies to pay 10 per cent. Now, I did not hesitate to say that in my opinion 

s. 9d. for 16-candle gas would not have enabled us to pay 10 per cent. That 
is my opinion now; but, as I said before, there was a very strong feeling if 
possible to purchase peace, even if we had to do it at some sacrifice; and, 
therefore, we made this offer. The next proposition was to appoint auditors 
and inspectors, whom they invested with enormous powers, and then they pro- 
ceeded to impose heavy penalties on the companies for the slightest infraction 
of the terms of the Act. After this came the question of the reserve-fund; and 
they said, in the first place, that they were determined you should no longer 
have the right to make up any deficiency in the dividends, as you can do under 
the Metropolis Gas Act, by any surplus profits in the reserve-fund. You are 
aware that if there is one thing more than another that has given stability 
to gas property, it is the existence of the reserve-fund; but the committee pro- 
posed to re ae you of the right altogether of making up deficiencies of divi- 
dend from the reserve-fund. We thought that was so gross a violation of the 
terms of the compact upon which gas property had been subscribed, that we said 
we could not consent to it. And I may say, also, although we did not come up 
to the discussion of this point in the committee, that we were aware of the 
intention of the Board of T'rade to propose the total abolition of all those 
clauses of the Gas Act which give us the power to create a reserve-fund. To 
those companies who have no reserve-fund such a repeal of the general law 
applicable to the metropolis was not material; but to companies like the 
Imperial, which have a large reserve-fund, it was a very important question 
as to what they intended to do with it. I am entirely unable to say what the 
proposition was; and what was to become of the reserve-fund which, under 
the Act of 1847, was absolutely set aside for the payment of deficiencies in 
dividend, I leave you to imagine. _ Whether it was to be treated as a mere 
balance in the profit and loss account, or to be confiscated altogether, I do not 
know, for we did not, as I say, go into discussion on that point. One thing 
only I know, and: that is, that we were to be dependent entirely for each 
year’s dividends upon the earnings of that year; and if they were found 
wholly insufficient to pay us 10 per cent., then three gentlemen were to be 
appointed by the Board of Trade, who were to review the question of the 
illuminating power and the price of gas, and who were to make such altera- 
tions as in their judgment were calculated to yield to the companies, with 
“‘due care and management,” a dividend attaining, “‘as near as may be”’ 
(those words were discussed over and over again), but in no case exceeding, 
the rate of 10 per cent. per annum. We thought our chance of getting 10 
per cent. under those circumstances wes very remote. Well, gentlemen, the 
result was, we said that these provisions involved such a total breach of the 
agreement upon the faith of which we had subscribed our capital, we call 
upon you, the Government, to withdraw your bill. I am bound to say 
that the Government behaved with great honesty and loyalty to the 
undertaking they had given us in the first instance, and they found 
a very faithful exponent of their views in their leading counsel, Mr. 
Davison. Under these circumstances the bill was withdrawn, and that 
withdrawal was followed, after a certain length of time, by a report from 
the committee to the House of Commons, I du not propose to analyze 
that report; it is published in a Blue-Book, and can be read by any of 
you. The report does us this justice. It says that since the Act of 1860 
was passed the companies have supplied better gas than they were required 
to give (I think it. gives us credit for 14-candle gas, instead of 12), and that 
we have charged only 4s, whereas we might have charged 4s. 6d.—that is to 
say, we have given 17 per cent. better gas than we were bound to give, at the 
rate of 11 per cent. less than we were at liberty to charge—“ In consideration 
of which,”’ the committee virtually say, ‘‘ we will take away from you your 
reasonable right to get a 10 per cent. dividend, and we will take away from 
= your reserve-fund, for, notwithstanding the increased quality and re- 
uced price of the gas-supplied, we find that the Act of 1860 has proved 
eminently advantageous to the companies, but detrimental to the public. 
How that can be I profess I cannot understand. Surely the Act of 1860, if it 
contemplated anything, contemplated the probability of the companies paying 
10 per cent., and charging 4s. 6d. for 12-candle gas; and it contemplated 
also their making a reserve-fund. What is the enormous prosperity we have 
enjoyed? We have earned 10 per cent., and some of us have put bya 
reserve-fund, but we have done it while giving to the public 17 per cent. 
better gas at 11 per cent. less cost than we bargained to do. Then it is stated 
that while the companies have gained enormously, the public have suffered, 
so that it has become necessary to review the compact made in 1860. The 
report gocs on at considerable length, and urges, among other things, that an 
amalgamation of all the companies should take place. I am bound to say 
that, in my opinion, no one who heard the evidence given before the com- 
mittee, could form the least idea as to what saving was expected to be 
effected by amalgamation, It would, no doubt, effect some saving, but what, 
I am sure no one could pretend to say. In my opinion it would not amount 
to one tithe of the proposed reduction in the price of gas alone. That sug- 
gestion, however, was thrown out by the committee, and it is now receiving 
the candid consideration of the several companies. Whether the amalga- 
mation should be into one, two, three, or four companies, no two persons 
seem absolutely agreed, and the select committee most prudently utterly re- 
fused to give any guide themselves. All I can say with reference to the 
Imperial Company is this: we are responsible for lighting an area extending 
over little short of 25 square miles, which is as much as the districts of some 
four or five other companies all rolled into one, and it may be a serious ques- 
tion whether we shall gain anything at all by an sandiguenstion with any 
other company. We have, however, approached the subject, and we are 
discussing it, and although we have not come to any conclusion, we have, in 
order to eave matters of form, given notice of an intention to apply to Parlia- 
ment next session for a bill to amalgamate the several companies. The notice 
is drawn in the most general terms, so as to leave us free to mould the 
details of any such arrangement as we may be advised hereafter. Such 
having been the fate of the general bill, the bills of the Chartered and Im- 











perial Companies were next considered. Both of these companies, as you 
are aware, had private bills of their own, which were referred to the same 
committee. Mr. Burke, one of our directors, explained to the chairman the 
peculiar position in which the Imperial Company were placed. He assured 
the committee that we must have more land if we were to fulfil the obliga. 
tions of the Act of 1860. He pointed out that we are liable to be called upon, 
both by private consumers and by the parochial authorities, to extend our 
mains, and unless we have capital for that purpose, and also for erecting now 
works, as well as to purchase land upon which to place those works, it will be 
absolutely impossible for us to meet those demands after some two years time, 
The statement was listened to by the committee, and the answer was— 
‘* Accept the conditions imposed in this room, which the united companies of 
London have just rejected, and you shall have your bill; if you do not, you 
shall not have it.” We then asked for a bill of indemnity for the non-per- 
formance of the obligations of the Act of 1860, in consequence of Parliament 
denying us the means whereby alone we could fulfil those obligations ; that, 
too, was refused us. Such is the position in which we now are. I think you 
will agree with me that the united companies were, under the circumstances, 
right in calling upon the Government to withdraw their bill; and I think also 
you will agree with me in thinking that, we having been most distinctly par- 
ties to that resolution, it was impossible for us to accept for the Imperial 
Company alone the terms which we believed to be ruinous for the whole of the 
companies generally. We therefore made our bow, and withdrew our bill. 
Now, gentlemen, I have mentioned these various matters, because it is the 
state in which we are placed by Parliament which mainly accounts for what 
Iam free to call the unpleasant features of our balance-sheet on the present 
occasion. We have been refused for three successive sessions the power to 
acquire that land without which we cannot extend our works. The conse- 
quence is we have been compelled to erect additional works—or rather, I 
ought to say, additional retorts in the existing houses—and so increase our 
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manufacturing power. What we should best like to have done is to spread 
them out horizontally upon new land; but we have been compelled to erect 
them perpendicularly on the old land. In doing that, we have been com- | 
pelled to pull down existing beds of retorts which were not nearly worn!) 
out, and so anticipate the ‘* Wear and tear,”’ which would not otherwise have | 
come upon us this year. We have a bed of retorts, say, which is perfectly 
sufficient for work for some time, and which, when it comes to be repaired, 
would be spread as “‘ Wear and tear”’ over a certain number of years, so that 
it would not present any abnormal feature in the accounts. But when we/| 
are obliged to enlarge that bed of retorts, we cannot pile them upon 
the foundations of the old retorts, but build new and more solid foundations 
for the increased number of retorts. Some portion of the cost is not invest- | 
ment, but a very large portion is, we think, more properly put to wear and 
tear, though it is wear and tear prematurely forced upon us; and it arises); 
from the course adopted by the Legislature in refusing us our bill during}; 
the last three sessions of Parliament which has compelled us to incur this|| 
large outlay. What I say now shows that the excessive expenditure of|! 
wear and tear is not a thing which ought constantly to occur, and without 
prophesying, I think I am justified in expressing the hope that you will), 
not see so large a figure under this head in the next half-year’s balance- 
sheet as on the present occasion. Still I believe it will be a large figure, for|| 
unquestionably these alterations are not disposed of in the present half year, || 
but I am inclined to think that this item will not exhibit such an unusual 
feature in your next accounts as it does in those now before you. There has 
during the past year been a considerable increase, amounting to 8}d. per ton, 
in the price of coals, and these are the main reasons why our balance of 
profit and loss is so different to what it has generally been, and is so unsatis- 
factory. The result is that we have been compelled, in order to pay the 
ordinary dividend, to take from that reserve-fund of which I believe, if 
Parliament had: had its own: way, we should have been deprived of the 
advantage altogether, the sum of £29,929. Gentlemen, I need hardly say 
that in the conduct of these matters there has arisen cause for very great 
anxiety. It has required very active and energetic superintendence, and 
the combined companies have to thank their secretaries and other officers 
for the assistance which they rendered. You must be aware what a vast 
mass of details have to be dealt with in a parliamentary opposition of this 
nature. The united companies appointed as their joint secretaries the 
secretaries of the Imperial, the Western, and the Chartered Companies. 
Of the services rendered by those gentlemen I would speak in the highest 
praise, but I beg also to say, on my own behalf, having had the opportunity || 
of constantly observing it, and I may say on behalf of my brother direc- 
tors, that we do feel ourselves very much indebted to the unbounded zeal, 
energy, and activity displayed by Mr. Chubb in connexion with the whole 
of the inquiry. Gentlemen, there remains another subject for me to address 
you upon, and it is a subject of some importance. Simultaneously with this 
demand for a higher illuminating power in the gas supplied, and at a lower 
rate—just at the time when we, unfortunately for ourselves, are likely to 
present a much smaller balance inthe profit and loss account—comes & 
demand, which as yet has not assumed very angry features—a demand for 
increased wages on the part of our men. I doubt whether there is any 
subject of greater importance than that question, and I am sure that there 
is no subject I am less disposed to treat with levity, or in any way disre- 
spectfully than a petition in any form from those men by the sweat of whose 
brows we earn our dividends. It has been said that the demand is nota 
genuine demand, but that it has been got up out of doors ; and some hard things 
have been said against the individuals who have become the advocates of pang 
men. With regard to those who have come forward to advocate the cause 0 
the men, I say let us have the fairest and the fullest inquiry we cau; let “t 
by all means ascertain whether the men have justice on their side, and, 4 
they have, let us give them what they are entitled to. But I do no 
believe they are justified in making the demand. Let us see how it 1s. 
At a meeting of stokers held not long ago, I observe a statement — 
made that such was the tremendous exertion and exhausting work of the 
men engaged at the Fulham works, that upon one day recently the + wal 
tions were absolutely unable to be carried on in consequence of the num i 
of men who fainted away. I caused inquiry to be made into that matter, aD 
I found there was not a tittle of foundation for the statement, and, indeed, an | 
old stoker from our works—Bryan Cox—got up and contradicted it at the time. 
I believe it to be totally untrue. Then, gentlemen, is the work exhausting : 
The attendance at the works, according to the rule adopted in London, eat 
twelve hours, but do not suppose that the men have to work eg A “ 
whole of those twelve hours. I am perfectly well aware that I am liable . 
be contradicted by those who understand the subject better than Ido 
minute points, and therefore I shall speak of it generally. The men penne 
as near as may be, six hours out of the twelve hours, working for three-queress 
of an hour, and then resting for three-quarters of an hour. Now the o re 
that the men have sent in came in a letter, which, however, the meD vt 
seem quite responsible for, and it is that the hours of labour should be re oa 
from twelve to eight ; and a good deal was said about their inability, 











the confinement at the works, to attend to their domestic affairs and to the 
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spiritual welfare of their families. But mind, though they propose that the 
hours of work shall be reduced from twelve to eight, they do not propose 
that the rate of wages should be reduced. The proposition therefore is, that 
for eight hours attendance at the works they shall receive the same pay as 
they have hitherto received for twelve. I must say that, upon the face of 
it, the proposition does strike one as somewhat startling. Well, now, 
have we any difficulty to get men? because that is a fair test whether 
the wages are what they ought to be. Not the slightest; men offer 
themselves in abundance. Is the work excessive or unhealthy? I can 
only say the men have worked for years at our works, and such are the 
relations between them and the engineers engaged by the directors, that I 
am perfectly certain, if any man has a legitimate complaint to make he can 
goand make it to the engineer-in-chief as readily as your domestic servant 
makes a complaint to his master, and they do it to the utmost ible 
extent. What are the wages? Remember I am not saying anything in 
disparagement of the work, but after all it is labour which ranks as un- 
skilled labour; it requires no special education, no apprenticeship. The 
stokers have 32s. a week, and if they work on Sunday they have an extra ls. 
The man who is called the scoop-man, and who is generally the most powerful 
man of the three engaged together, receives ls. extra. In addition to that 
they have a holiday with pay once a month. If the work was very excessive 
you would expect to find that a large number took advantage of that holiday 
for the sake of recruiting their frame, especially as they lose no pay by staying 
away ; as a fact, however, hardly any do it, but, for the sake of the double pay, 
they forego the holiday — the work, In this way the scoop-man makes 
his 37s. 7d. for the week. That doves not strike one, considering what the rate 
of wages is for unskilled labour, as making out a very grievous case on behalf 
of the men. One ingenious gentleman, the editor of a newspaper, said: ‘It 
is reported that there are many clergymen and widows who are supposed to 
have much of the milk of human kindness in their veins, shareholders in 
gas companies. Why do they not ee some portion of their 10 per cent., 
and pay the men additional wages?”’ I utterly repudiate such an argument. 
If you did not get one shilling per cent. you are bound to pay the fair market 
rice for the labour you employ, and if you do that you are perfectly right 
fo taking the full amount of dividend allowed you by law. It is a senti- 
mental view of the question which will not bear discussion. We must look 
to what is the fair market price of labour as regulated by the law of supply 
and demand, If we did not do so, that very instant the public would rise 
up and say, ‘‘ You are so prosperous that you are actually paying your 
men more than than the market value of their labour.’ It is one of 
the arguments constantly used against us that we pay our officers 
and men more than we ought to pay them. I do firmly believe 
that we are paying our men a proper rate of wages, and I do honestly 
believe that we are not exacting from them more than what is reasonable and 
fair—certainly not more than we have done for many years—whereas we pay 
them more than we did formerly. But then, I repeat, if the men have right 
on their side, they will have ready attention on the part of the directors, and 
Iam sure they will be supported by the public. If, on the other hand, they 
are not justified in making this demand, I trust the public will support the 
directors in their determination not to be terrified into conceding what they 
believe to be unreasonable and uncalled for. We know perfectly well that 
the lighting of London is virtually in the hands of these men—as one of the 
speakers said, they could put London in darkness in a moment; but then he 
significantly added, ‘‘ I do not advise a strike.’ I trust nothing of the sort will 
occur. A strike brings with it incalculable loss to the companies; and I never 
knew yet of a strike by which the men got any substantial benefit. It destroys 
all that kindly feeling and good cage which should exist between em- 
— and employed ; and, as regards the Imperial Company (I know not 
ow it may be with the others), the relation has been as friendly and cordial 
as it could possibly be between the class of men employed and the engineers 
who superintend them. I do not know, gentlemen, that I have anything 
further to say at the present moment. I am perfectly ready to answer any 
eens which the proprietors may do me the honour to put to me, and I 
ve only now to apologize for the length of time I have been obliged to 
occupy. I thought, however, there were many matters which you would 
like to have brought before you, and to those I have endeavoured to direct 
your attention. I have only now to move formally—‘ That the report and 
accounts be approved and confirmed.” 

Mr. Watson (deputy-governor) seconded the motion. 

A Prorrretor remarked that in the revenue account there was an item 
jof “ Law and parliamentary charges, £2394 10s.,”’ and in the profit and loss 
|account a charge of £1152, under the head of ** Parliamentary charges.” It 
\seemed, therefore, that these expenses were charged twice over. 
| The Governor said he would explain the matter at once. The company’s 
emtementery expenses, as he need hardly point out, were extremely heavy, 
|but they consisted of two distinct items, one relating to their own bill, which 
\the directors considered was an expense voluntarily incurred by their own 
jact; the other being the expense involved in defending themselves from the 
jattacks made upon the company. The latter was not voluntary, and must 
ibe oe in the light of a contingency which they could hardly help. It 
was charged on the other side of the profit and loss account against the con- 
jtingency-fund. The directors had taken a certain sum out of that fund in 
\order to meet the expenses which they were unavoidably put to in contribu- 
|ting to the general opposition to the Government bill. Unfortunately the 
|others were abortive costs; if the result had been successful, they would 
|Properly have been carried to investment, but, having lost their bill, the 

directors thought those expenses ought to come out of revenue. 

. LANGDALE said, after the comprehensive speech of the governor, it 
|Seemed to him that very few observations were required. It appeared to 
|him that the great point should be to go to Parliament upon the Act of 1860, 





and to prove that they had fulfilled the conditions of that Act. The report 
of the select committee of last session, indeed, showed that such was the 
fast; and probably in the House of Commons come resolution would be moved 
founded upon that report. He thought it might be clearly argued that if, 
at the instigation of the Metropolitan Board or of public agitators, Parliament 
| Was teady to do an injury to the gas companies by carrying such a measure 
a8 that recommended by the select committee, they might quite as reasonably 
make an attack upon the insurance companies, and prohibit them from main- 
taining their large reserve-funds for the benefit of their policy-holders. It 
|Was as reasonable to object to the profits which the gas companies made 
‘under the authority of the Legislature on the ground that the public wanted 
Bee gas, as it would be to repudiate the National Debt on the ground that 
nglishmen objected to taxation. The late proceedings against the com- 
Lewy were a most infamous and abominable attack upon private property, 
ich, if they had been successful, would have exposed the House of Com- 
Mons to the reprobation of Europe. 
‘th t. Hopson said, from his experience as a gas director, he was convinced 
iat the proposal of the Board of Trade to regulate the price of gas from time 
time on a kind of sliding scale would have created a great deal of dis- 
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‘Satisfaction among consumers, even supposing the details of the system had 





been workable. It would have been better to have fixed some definite periods 
—say at intervals of five years—when a review of the question might take 
place, and a readjustment of price be made. He thought the committee of 
the House of Commons last session might have been more liberal than 
they were on many points, especially in reference to the reserve-fund, after 
Ce cemeemens made by the companies to give 16-candle gas at 3s. 9d. per| | 

The motion was then .p t, and ¢artied unanimously, 

The Governor moved— That the accounts now read be approved and 
entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Watson seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

On the motion of the Governor, seconded by the Derury-Governok, it 
was also resolved that the dividends recommended in the report be declared, 
payable, less income-tax, on and after that day. 

A PROPRIETOR inquired whether the reserve-fund of the company was in 
a tangible and distributable shape, and he excited some amusement by sug- 
gesting that as the gas agitators would not hesitate to rob them of it if they 
could, the most advisable course would be to allot the amount among the 
shareholders, that it might fructify in their pockets, instead of being exposed 
to the contingencies which threatened. “If,” he concluded, * the proposi- 
tion is at all feasible, for heaven’s sake give me my share.” 

The Governor said he was sure the meeting would agree with him, that 
the honourable proprietor had put his proposition in very humorous terms, | | 
but unfortunately the directors were not able to comply with his request. 
With reference to the tangibility of the reserve-fund, he might observe that 
it was as tangible as any money invested in Consols could be. ‘The amount 
was £78,971, but it would be observed that on this occasion the board were 
obliged to draw upon that fund to the extent of £29,929, so that the honour- 
able proprietor would be able to put his particular share of that portion to 
fructify in his own pocket. The appropriation of that fund was regulated 
by the. 31st section of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, which provided that the 
surplus profits over 10 per cent. must be invested in Government securities, 
and there kept to meet certain contingencies. In case of a deficiency of 
dividend, the company ez mero motu could so appropriate it; if it were re- 
quired to meet the case of an accidental loss, a as the collapse of a gas- 
holder, they must first obtain the certificate of a justice. 

On the motion of Mr. WHEELER, a very cordial vote of thanks was given 
to the governor, deputy-governor, and directors for their services during the 
past half year. 

The Governor, in acknowledging the vote, said it was nothing to return 
grateful thanks to a board when the company were in a flourishing state, 
paying 10 per cent., and carrying a large sum to the reserve-fund. But it 
was something to find gratitude in a body of shareholders when they were 
obliged to draw from their reserve-fund a very large sum in order to pay 
their ordinary dividend. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


ALLIANCE AND DUBLIN CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Directors and Shareholders of the above 
Company was held on Monday, the 30th ult., in their Offices, Grafton 
Street—Mr. Tuomas M. GresHam presided. 

The Secretary (Mr. Stevenson) read the directors report for the past 
half year, as follows :— 

The directors, in submitting to the proprietors the stat t of ts for the 
half year ending the 30th of June, have to congratulate them on the progress of 
the company during the period referred to. The income of the company is steadily 
on the increase, and when the fusion of the works and mains of the two companies 
is completed, they have no doubt that their operations—notwithstanding the heavy 
increase in the cost of coal and labour—will be ducted with and suc- 
cess. Itis only right, however, to state that up to the present the Brunswick 
Street station has not been as productive or as profitable as could be desired; but 
the board confidently anticipate that the arrangements they have made, and the 
engagements they have entered into for the improvement of the works, will be 
attended with the most favourable results. These works being very much out of 
repair, as well as defective in plan and construction, much anxious consideration 
was given to the subject of their improvement; and having sought and obtained the 
advice and assistance of Mr. T.G. Barlow—one of the most eminent gas engineers 
of the day—they found that anything short of their reconstruction would be unwise 
and unprofitable. Contracts have accordingly been entered into for the erection of 
a new retort-house, which will be fitted with Best and Holden’s apparatus and ma- 
chinery for charging and discharging the retorts, by which large savings will be 
effected in the manufacturing process. The other improvements at the station 
comprise a large coal-store, on either side of the retort-house, capable of storin, 
about 25,000 tons of coal; a new meter-house and pressure-station, the former fit 
with two station-meters to pass 150,000 cubic feet of gas per hour, and the latter to 
contain the governors, now in action at the works on the quay, and at the pressure- 
station adjoining Trinity College. 

During the summer the officers of the company have been busily employed in the 
extension and reorganization of the trunk mains. New mains, varying from 24 to 
18 inches in diameter, have been laid along the northern and southern quays in con- 
nexion with the 36-inch main at Carlisle Bridge, and several miles of old mains, 
varying from 14 to 3 inches in diameter, have been raised or put out of action. The 
board anticipate great advantage from these operations—first, in the reduction of 
leakage; and, secondly, in the more regular and equable supply of gas to both sides 
of the city. 

1t may be satisfactory to the proprietors to know that other and extensive alter- 
ations in connexion with the very important matter of distribution have been carried 
out during the summer. The north and south sides of the city are now supplied by 
separate and independent works, the north being supplied from Sir John Rogerson’s 
Quay, and the south from Great Brunswick Street. The board having experienced 
great difficulty, and been subjected to heavy expense in the storing of coal, have 
resolved on laying down a tramway from the river to the stores of Great Brunswick 
Street, which, while affording great facilities to the discharge of vessels carrying 
coal and other stores, will at the same time effect a considerable reduction in an 
important item of expenditure. This is the more important, inasmuch as the cost 
of Newcastle coal is gradually on the increase, and that heavy additional expense 
must be incurred by the use of cannel coal, in order to produce the quality of gas 
required by the company’s contract with the corporation. 

The board are happy to state that the provisions of “ The Dublin Gas Act,” au- 
thorizing the purchase and acquisition of the works and properties of ‘‘ The United 
General Gas Company,” have been carried into operation. The proprietors of 
that company have been paid in cash, and shares representing cash, the sum of 
£277,392 16s. 2d., which large sum, your directors are happy to say, they found no 
difficulty in providing by the distribution of 15,000 new shares among the then ex- 
isting shareholders of ‘* The Alliance Company,” and the issue of the company’s 
bonds, as authorized by the special general meeting in February last. 

Having thus briefly detailed the proceedings of the directors during the past six 
months, it only remains for the board to direct the attention of the meeting to the 
accounts now on the table, showing a net gain on the operations of the half year of 
£14,154 16s. 8d., which has been added to the dividend-fund, now amounting to the 
sum of £29,301 5s. 7d., from which they recommend a pro ratdé dividend on the 
several classes of shares—that is to say, 7s. per share on class A, on which the sum 
of £8 per share has been called up; 48. 4d. on class B, on which the sum of £5 per 
share has been called up; 4s. 4d.—three months dividend—on class C, No.1, on 
which £10 per share has been paid; and 3s. 6d. on class C, No. 2, on which £4 per 
share has been called up. These sums are proportioned to the sums paid on the 
several classes of shares, and may be regarded as equal to about 8} per cent. per 
annum on the paid-up capital. 











ae 
— 











—=. 














—_—_——..., 








878 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, 2 SANITARY IMPROVEMERT. 


a 


[Oct. 15, 1867, 








To Purchase of gas-works, street-mains, services, meters, 
&e., and cost of new mains, services, extensions, . 
house and office furniture, &c. oO OD Letty wily a ¥ = 


and law expenses . ee jes ieie 





Parliamen ° 
Coal—stock thereof. . . ... esky ine eee 2 6 
Se | ee ee ee er 103 16 2 
WO ore) ete see: ce 0 $6.0. 48 . 4,700 14 4 
Lamp-postsandlamps . ...... - - 5,516 11 7 
Cash in bank—deposit and current accounts . . . . 29,236 17 10 
Bills receivable . .... - e £280 7 5 
Ove te NS Se OH ct. 0! 9 1 6 
376 8 11 
Due for gas and meterrent. . . . ... . . - 90,448 7 4 
Ditto coke, breeze, and tar . ae er ae ae 3,976 13 1 
Pe A 
Ditto rent of fittings. . . ... - 2 
——-_—._ 2,483 10 § 
Due by sundry persons advanced on account of contracts. 3,005 5 7 


£559,256 7 


By Total revenue derived from gas and meter rent 


The CuareMan said the report so amply explained the affairs of the 
company, and the accounts were so full and complete, that he had scarcely 
anything to say in moving their adoption. He thought it right to observe 
that, though he was in the honourable position of chairman, he depended 
very much on the Finance Committee and the auditors for the accounts, but 
he was able to state that every item in their accounts had passed before the 
scrutinizing eyes of the Finance Committee. With regard to the company 
generally, he did not think the past half year, favourable though it was, could 

be regarded as a fair test of their position. In the first place the obtaining 

Ithe Act of Parliament was a difficult and expensive proceeding, but now 
\that it was obtained it gave them a concern which he believed was one of 
|the greatest of its kind in the United Kingdom, The Hibernian Company 
|was almost worn out when they took it up. Its pipes were so decayed that 
7 |they had to be taken up and replaced, and this was a costly operation. 
y| Again, it was deemed right to consult the first scientific man in London on 
}gas-works, and to take his opinion as to what should be repaired and as to 
| what should be replaced. The greatest possible economy was practised by 
the board; no work was done but what was shown to be necessary and 
|Leneficial, ‘and he was happy to say that the expenditure made, though 
‘large, would ultimately affect a great saving to the shareholders in different 
departments. For instance, in one case there would be a saving of £2000; 
in others the savings would be more or less. The advances in science made 
in England in connexion with gas were most important, and advantage 
was taken of them. In the apparently simple matter of the charge and 
discharge of the retorts a heavy cost was involved, and means had been 
taken to effect a saving in that too. Again, the loss by leakage had been 
very great, and the measures taken to remedy this would greatly diminish 
the leakage, and thereby efiect a large increase in the profits of the com- 
pany. As the report informed them, the city was divided into the north 
and south sides, each having its own supply. This was a very im- 
portant matter. The company, as they knew, were bound to supply to the 
corporation gas in certain quantity and of a particular quality. He believed 
the company were fulfilling their contract satisfactorily. It was quite true 
that there were some little shortcomings, but he believed the corporation 
knew the directors were most anxious to do what was right, and to remedy 
any defect whenever the necessity for doing so arose. Thisled him toallude 
to the opening of the streets, an operation which he knew was unpleasant, 
and attended, in some instances, with inconvenience. But he could sin- 
cerely state that the streets were never opened without there being an 
absolute necessity for it, and upon all occasions it was done with as little 
inconvenience as possible. The company would never open the streets if 
they could help it, for the work was attended with much expense, apart 
from the annoyance to the citizens, which the company were most anxious 
to avoid. As to the directors, he could state that they were most attentive 
and assiduous in the discharge of their duties for the benefit of the share- 
holders. They were divided into the Finance and the Works Committee. 
The Finance Committee, composed of merchants and bankers, thoroughly 
understood every point connected with the accounts, and the Works Com- 
mittee regularly visited the gas-works, made themselves perfectly ac- 
quainted with everything that was going on from day to day, and in 
that respect it was impossible the company could be better represented. 
Reverting for a moment to the outlay that had been made, he reminded 
them that it was done to realize large profits in the future by effecting 
great savings. The money which was required was obtained without any 
inconvenience, which showed the great confidence the public had in the 
company. Instead of having to look after people to take the stock, the 
public were only too anxious to get the shares. Upon the whole he had to 
congratulate the shareholders on the very favourable position of their 
affairs. They were receiving a very handsome dividend, and their future 
prospects were most cheering. He begged to move the adoption of the 
report and accounts, adding that any question which shareholders might 
wish to ask he or Mr. Stevenson would be prepared to answer. 

Alderman Moy.an, deputy-chairman, seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Jonyson wished to ask a question. The profits on the half year 
were £14,154. He wished to know how much the dividend and the interest 
on the bonds amounted to. 

Mr. Stevenson said they amounted to about £16,000. The company had 
a reserve-fund of £15,000 to fall back upon for the very purpose of main- 
taining equality of dividend. It was quite in accordance with the Act of 
Parliament that the reserve-fund should be applied to that special purpose. 

Dr. WALLER said the question had been answered by Mr. Stevenson most 
satisfactorily. There were one or two matters he wished to mention. He 
was extremely glad that the company had established independent gaso- 
meters for both sides of the city. Although this was attended with con- 
siderable expense, it was an expense that ultimately would amply repay 
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Abstract of Revenue and Expenditure, Half Year ending June 30, 1867. 











By Proprietors steck, class A . £152,000 0 0 
DitteclasB. ......+. i. Ge @ 0 
Ditto, class C, No.1 . 135,000 0 0 
Ditto, classC,No.2. . . e 60,000 0 0 
Company’s bonds at 44 per cent. aa 15,000 Q 0 
Company’s bonds at 5 percent. . . , 80,000 0 
———- £192,000 0 9 
Contingent-fund . b. Sh a a ee ee a 
Undivided profits. . . £15,146 8 il 
Gain on thishalf year . 14,154 16 8 
ene | SUSE OE. F 
Insurance-fund . . . 1,362 1 9 
———eyen- 87,508 IS 19 
Billspayable . . . . . £12,313 17 3 
Debts due to sundry persons 16,065 13 0 
Depositaccount . . . . 880 8 0 
Unclaimed dividends. 659 13 6 


29,919 11 9 
£559,256 7 7 











£54,079 4 9 
. 17,182 11 0 
————— £71,261 15 9 
9 } 


To Value of coke, breeze, &c.,on hand . .. . eso — Me Greig £852 12 § 
carbonized . .... a 0 « «bel ae 
0 Ee ee ee ae ae ee ee ee ee 7,073 0 7 
Salaries—board of directors, secretary, and clerks. . . . 2,990 15 ¢ 
Cs neh oe ese. 6. Sollee 4. Sw. 8 3,780 12 10 
eae eee ° «<< 1,549 4 11 
Stores—lime used in purifiers . : % . Or 584 14 2 
i so p ae «Swe 3,376 13 9 
ne ee ee ee 907 8 2 | 
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the company. He also approved of the tramway, which he believed wonld| 
show its usefulness and advantage before long. As to leakage, he knew it || 
to be considerable both in that and other companies; and it was certain |) 
that when it reached a low per centage they would enormously increase || 
their profits. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the old company, it was dead | 
and gone, and he wished to say nothing of it. He had been, unfortunately, 
amongst the largest Irish shareholders in the old company, and he had the, 
pleasure, therefore, to be amongst the largest losers. But he had ever raised | 
his voice against one principle of the Hibernian Compaay, which he held 
contained within it the very elements of the ruin that ultimately came 
upon the company—namely, the management of its affairs by a directory 
in England who were wholly ignorant of the wants, requirements, and) 
conditions of their property here. No doubt there was a committee in | 
Dublin, but it was powerless to do any good, though not altogether power- |; 
less to bring a great deal of odium on the company, notwithstanding that 
they did their best he believed on ail cecasions. The result was what might 
be expected—the company was moribund, and there was no more to be 
said about it. Contrast that state of affairs with their own. Their com-! 
pany was going on prosperously in Ireland; it was managed by Irish direc-| 
tors, and if they needed any proof of its success, they had it in the fact} 
that, despite the cost of the amalgamation of the companies, the getting | 
of the Act of Parliament, and other matters of expense, the shareholders | 
were receiving for the past half year the large dividend of &$ per cent. per| 
annum. There was one matter he wished to notice. He found by the} 
accounts that the large sum of £30,448 was due for gas and meter rent, || 
which was equal to 60 per cent. of their revenue for the half year. Now,!| 
while he was entirely opposed to pressing too heavily on people, and com | 
pelling them to pay up, when, perhaps, they were unable to do so, he still/| 
thought that so large an amount as £30,400 of debt ought not to be ont-| 
standing. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he had a satisfactory answer. The £30,448 alluded) 
to comprised a large portion of the arrears due to the old Hibernian Com- 
pany, as well as the arrears due to their own company up to the 3h of 
June last, and he felt pleasure in telling Dr. Waller that of the £30,448,' 
which appeared due in the accounts, upwards of £25,000 had been since 
paid in to the office. 

Dr. WALLER said the statement of the secretary was most satisfactory. 

The CHairMAN said there was one matter he had omitted to mention 
in his statement, namely, that their accounts on this occasion was audited | 
by one and not by two auditors. This arose from Mr. Hyland being unwell 
in London, where he was obliged to remain under medical treatment. It| 
might be well for the shareholders to appoint another auditor, and thus by 
having three they would possibly be always in a position to have the 
accounts audited by at least two auditors. 

A SHAREHOLDER expressed a hope that now, as their gas company was) 
so large a concern, the directors would each have a large holding in the| 
company. : | 

The Secretary said the directors were the largest shareholders in the 
company. Some held as many as 1(00 shares. 

The Cuargaan then put the question, that the report and accounts be; 
adopted, and it was carried unanimously. Y 

Dr. WALLER said if it was competent to appoint the third auditor now it 
would be well for the company to do so. ; 

Mr. J. M. CANTWELL, solicitor to the company, said notice of the intended 
appointment should be given. \ ‘ 

fr. STEVENSON: The Act requires two auditors, but there is nothing to 
prevent us having three. ' 

Mr. Now an gave notice that he would, at the next meeting, move the 
appeintment of a third auditor. : 

Mr. STEVENSON said he had just been informed that Mr. Hyland's health 
was thoroughly re-established, and that he would be back in a few days. 

The CHAIRMAN moved that the dividends be declared on the several 
classes of the company’s stock as recommended in the report. ‘ 

Mr. ReyNowps seconded the resolution, which was adopted ere. dis. 


Mr. Epwarp Fox moved—“ That the marked thanks of the meeting be 
given to the board of directors for their successful management of the com- 
pany’s affairs.” There was no doubt, he said, that a very high and im- 
portant trust had been confided to the directors of the company, and where 
that trust had been administered with strict observance of those principles 
of good faith and integrity without which confidence could not exist, a lebt 
of gratitnde was due by the shareholders to the directors, by whom 8 
substantial and important services had been rendered. Therefore he was 
sure that the resolution before the meeting would not be dissented from by 
any shareholder. It was his privilege to have taken an active part in ~ 
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early formation of the company. He had stood at its cradle, he 
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progress, and he rejoiced to say now, after years pregnant with vicissitudes» 
during which many institutions starting into life full of promise were cut off 
and perished ignominiously, that this company, surviving through all these 
calamities, was to-day in its maturer years in health and vigour, paying 
those who invested their capital in it a handsome and remunerative dividend, 
giving vast employment to their native artisans, and, in addition, confer- 
ring @ public benefit by giving » !arger amount of illuminating power to 
the citizens at a more moderate «) :rge than was recorded in the annals of 
any gas supply institution withiu :':e Irish metropolis. These great results 
had been achieved in the past, a1 he believed the company would con- 
tinue its career of prosperity, aud cxch succeeding year give further evi- 
dence of that careful, judicious, ai! honourable administration which had 
guided the company from its infancy. 

Mr. REAp seconded the resolution, which was unanimously adopted. 

Alderman Moytan having been called to the second chair, 

Dr. WALLER moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Gresham for his dignified and 
excellent conduct in the chair. 

Mr. Now.» seconded the resolution, which was carried. 

Mr. R. Devirr said it would be ingratitude to separate without thanking 
their able secretary, Mr. Stevenson, for his unflagging exertions to promote 
the interests of the company, and also the officers under Mr. Stevenson, for 
their valuable services to the same end. He was most agreeably surprised 
by the report. Considering the immense expense the directors had to 
incur in forming the company, in improving the works, in opening the 
streets, and in other ways, he, as one having some interest in the company, 
was prepared for a small dividend, aud even for the postponement of a 
dividend till the next half year. But he was most pleasingly disappointed 
by finding that there was a splendid return for their capital in the half 

ear. In connexion with this, he should state that to his own knowledge 

ir. Stevenson, in places where he was not under the strict eyes of the 
board, laboured unweariedly and successfully for the good of the company, 
and under these circumstances that gentleman and the officers who worked 
under his supervision were well entitled to their warm thanks, and he 
begged to move a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. GRESHAM, as chairman of the company, claimed the privilege of 
seconding the resolution. In every word uttered by Mr. Devitt of Mr. 
Stevenson and his officers the board fully concurred. Mr. Stevenson had 
served the company with extraordinary zeal, ability, and suecess, and his 
great information on all points connected with their affairs was constantly 
javailed of by the directors. 

The resolution was passed unanimously, and the proceedings then 
terminated. 








Dr. Hittier’s REPORT ON THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL. 
CompANY TO THE VESTRY OF St. PANCRAS DURING THE MoNTH OF 
SerTEMBER, 1867 :— 





Number | Average Light in Light in Candles | 
vy: 


























Era Traces 
Date. | of | reduced to — of Sulphu- 
“vS- 1 Observa- | produced by 5 Ft.! Consumption of ammonia retted 
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The illuminating power has ranged on the twelve days of examination from 
13+1 to 14-6 candles. The mean of all the 120 observations has been 13°9 
candles. Ammonia has been present as usual, but no sulphuretted hydrogen. 
In 100 cubic feet of gas the proportion of sulphur was found on two occa- 
sions to be less than 10 grains, the Act forbidding anything more than 20. 

CoMPosITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS, IN 
Serremsecr, 1867.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan Asso- 
ciation of Medical Officers of Health :— 
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Thames Water Comps. Grs. | Grs. | Grs. Degs. | Degs. Grs. 
}Grand Junction. . . .| 17°80 | 1°15 0°56 13°0 | 4°0 o-CO1 
West Middlesex . . .| 17°47 | 1°50 | 0°52 12°5 4°0 0-003 
Southwark and Vauxhall.| 17°93 1°55 | O78 12°5 3°5 0°007 
Chelsea . . . . . «| 19°33 | 1°50 | 0°93 13°5 3°5 0-003 
Lambeth. . . . . .| 18°50 1°95 0°72 13°5 40 6-063 
| | | 
, | | 
_ Other Companies. | | } | 
Mic) « « « « «ame! Pe 0°24 19°0 7°0 0-000 
NewRiver . . . . .| 14°73 | 1°40 | 0°28 12°5 | 4°0 0-002 
EastLondon. . . . .| 17°91 1°60 | O48 | 12°5 40 0°003 
{ | } 








Hy. Leruesy, M.B. 

* The loss by ignition represents a variety of volatile matters, as well as organic 
mite? as ammoniacal salts, moisture, and the volatile constituents of nitrates and 
nitrites. 

+ The oxidizable organic matter is determined by a standard solution of perman- 
ganate of potash—the availableoxygen of which is to the organic matter as 1 is to 8; 
and the results are controlled by the examination of the colour of the water 
when seen through a glass tube 2 feet in length and 2 inches in diameter. 

Crara Gas Company.—By the Seine, the directors of the Ceara Gas 
Company, Limited, received the gratifying intelligence that the first lighting 
With gas of the city of Ceara, in the northern part of Brazil, took place on 
the 7th of September, the anniversary of the independence of the empire of 
Brazil. The works were only commenced last December, and have been 
completed in the space of nine months, and within the estimates of the 
\company’s engineers, Messrs. Law and Blount. 
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Dr. FRANKLAND’s ANALYSIS OF THE METROPOLITAN Waters IN | 
SEPTEMBER, 1867.—‘‘ Royal College of Chemistry, Sept. 28, 1867.—Sir,—I | 
have the honour to submit to you in the following table the results of the | 
chemical examination of the waters supplied to the metropolis during the | 
month of September. A sample of the Kent Company’s water delivered at} 
Bromley on the 26th of August was likewise included in the examination. 
For the purpose of comparison I append also the results yielded by Loch 
Katrine water, as supplied to Glasgow, when submitted to the same ana- 
lytical processes :— 
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Thames. | | | | 
Chelsea...... Sept. 2—Cab Rank, | | } } 
Horse Guards... 25°90"| *193  °188 , “OOL | -194 | 955 | 18°71 
West Middle- Sept. 2—Cab Rank, | 
_.. fee Portland Road... 24°60 | ‘173 °*151 | *001 | ‘159 605 | 17°82 
Southwark & Sept. 2— Barclay’s } 
Vauxhall..| Brewery ....... 25°54 | *197 | *144 | °001 | °152 | 535 | 18°85 
Grand Junc- Sept. 2—Cab Rank, | 
Woodstock Street 25°60 | *170 -162 *002 | ‘169; 705 | 19°42 
Lambeth .... Sept. 2—Cab Rank, | | | | 
Lambeth Road, . 7 26°44 | °237 | 157 | *001 | °166 675 | 19°14 
Other Sources 
New River ..'Sept. 2—Cab Rank,| | | 
Tottenham Ct.Rd. 23°90 115 | *322 | *002 $27 | 2285 | 18°85 


| | 
| 
East London. |Sept. 2~—Company’s| | 
Vorks, Old Ford.| 24°74 | *183 , *194 | *001 | 
ae Sept. 4 — Deptford } | 























Railway Station .| 39°90 | -099 -450 | -003 | -454 | 3555 | 26°24 
ee Aug. 26— Mr. Ja-| | 
cob’s, Bromley. . .| 32°66 | °094 | -469 |'°O01 | *473 | 3745 | 23°80 
Loch Katrine |Feb.—Glasgow ....| 3°28 | *256 | “031 | -002 | -041) © | 0-3 
Column 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 6 7 8 9 | 


The numbers in columns 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 all relate to 100,000 parts of 
the waters. The table is to be read thus: 100,000 lbs. of Chelsea water 
collected on Sept. 2 at the Horse Guards cab rank contained 25°90 lbs. of 
solid impurity ; the organic matter, constituting a portion of this impurity, 
contained *193 lb. of carbon. This solid impurity also contained -188 lb. of 


! 
j 


nitrogen in the form of nitrates and nitrites, besides *001 1b. of ammonia, |. 
whilst the total amount of combined nitrogen in every form was ‘194 lb. | 


The above quantity of water supplied by the Chelsee Company had been, 


; after its descent to the earth as rain, contaminated with sewage or manure 


matter equivalent to 955 lbs. of average filtered London sewage. By 
gradual oxidation, partly in the pores of the soil, partly in the reservoirs, | 
filters, and conduits of the company, this sewage contamination had been 


| converted into comparatively innocuous inorganic compounds before its || 


| delivery to consumers, 
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Finally, 100,000 lbs. of the Chelsea Company's, 


water contained 18°71 lbs. of carbonate of lime, or an equivalent quantity || 


of other soap-destroying ingredients. All the waters were clear and trans- | 
parent when drawn from the companies mains, except that delivered by | 
the Southwark Company, which contained, as it invariably does, a consider- | 
able amount of suspended matter.—I have, &c., E, FRANKLAND.—The | 
Registrar-General, &e.” 

LiGHTING oF Pontoise witH Gas.—A jéte has been held at Pontoise to | 
inaugurate the lighting of that town with gas. All the peasants from the} 
surrounding villages, and a good number of Parisians, assembled there to 
celebrate the occasion. A review was held on the Place de I’Hétel de Ville, 
and the enthusiasm of the public was divided between some admirably 
executed manceuvres and the ascent of several grotesque balloons. In the 
evening a ball was given by the municipality, and the whole town was 
illuminated. A grand display of fireworks closed the proceedings. The 
works have been erected on the banks of the Oise. 


A Srrixe or Gas Consumers.—The inhabitants of Brierley Hill having | 
been refused a reduction in the price of gas of from 4s, 7d. to 3s. 9d., have | 
pledged themselves to burn lamps instead of gas. The consequence is that 
nearly the whole of the houses in Brierley Hill, Quarry Bank, Brockmoor, 
and Hart's Hill are lit up without the aid of gas. Shopkeepers use lamps, 
which they say are satisfactory and cost less than gas, whilst ordinary 
houses use candles or lamps, according to taste. The movement has been 
very complete. The directors of the company have intimated that as the 
demand for gas becomes less the price must advance. 


BricutTon.—A town meeting, convened by the mayor, was held at the 
town-hall, on Thursday evening last, ‘to take steps to secure a perma- 
nent supply of gas at the lowest remunerative price;”’ but, after waiting 
half an hour beyond the appointed time, Mr. Councillor Jennings entered 
the room, and announced that, in consequence of the mayor and other 
gentlemen not being present, Mr. Flintoff would not deliver a lecture which 
had been promised, and the proceedings were ultimately adjourned sine die. 

t would appear that little enthusiasm prevailed, and that the meeting was 
only attended by about 50 persons. 


PRESENTATION TO Mr. Tuomas Rusu, THE ACCOUNTANT OF THE 
CHARTERED Gas Company.—On Tuesday, the ist. inst., a meeting of the 
officers of this company (38 being present) was held in the company’s board- 
room, Horseferry Road, Westminster, for the purpose of presenting Mr. Bush, 
the accountant, and oldest officer but one of the company, with a gold watch 
and chain, the watch bearing the following inscription :—‘ Presented to Mr. 
Thomas Bush, by his brother officers of the Chartered Gas Com any, 
September, 1867.”” The presentation was made by Mr. W. Blackwell, the 
dividend and transfer clerk, and oldest of the company’s officers, by whom, 
as well as by all present, the highest testimony was borne to the character 
of Mr. Bush, and the warmest expressions rendered of the esteem and regard 
entertained towards him personally. 


The Supriy or CoaL.—The coal extraction of the United Kingdom has 
made enormous strides during the last twelve years. In 1855 the ar 
raised was 64,453,079 tons; in 1856, 66,645,450 tons; in 1857, 65,394,7 
tons; in 1858, 65,008,649 tons ; in 1859, 71,979,765 tons; in 1860, $4,042,698. 
tons; in 1861, 83,635,214 tons; in 1862, 81,638,338 tons; in 1863 (when Sir 
William Armstrong raised his warning voice), 88,292,515 tons; in 1864, 
92,787,873 tons; in 1865, 98,150,587 tons; and in 1866, 101,630,643 tons, 
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Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 
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PATENTEES AND SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


THE ABC GAS-METER. 
MYERS’S COMPENSATING GAS-METER. 
EDGE’S PATENT INDEX. 





and obviates the inconveniences resulting from the shortness of range imposed by Act of Parliament. 


Manufacturers of the ordinary Wet and Dry Meters, Governors, Photometers, and all other Gas and Water Apparatus. 
JOHNSON’S PLACE, LUPUS STREET, LONDON, S.W. 




























THE LONDON & WESTMINSTER METER COMPANY, Y, LIMITED. 
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The ABC GAS-METER shows in plain figures the money payable for Gas consumed, as well as the number of cubic feet. | 
The COMPENSATING METER will act with perfect accuracy for two or three years without any attention whatever, | 
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FALMOUTH GAS, COAL, & COKE COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


was TED, by the above Company, 
& person as MANAGER who thoroughly 
understands the manufacture of gas, the setting and 
working of retorts, laying mains, the erection of 
fittings, taking the indication of the meters, &c., and 
to undertake the general arrangement of the Works 
under the Directors. 

Salary £100, with residence, gas, and coals. 

Applications, with testimonials, to be sent to the 
undersigned. 

By order of the Directors, 
W. Warn, Secretary. 
Falmouth, Oct. 12, 1867. 





TO GAS COMPANIES & ENGINEERS. 


FO SALE, 1 Station-Meter, to pass 
4500 cubic feet per hour; 1 Governor, do. 20,000 
do, do.; 1 Bye-pass, do. 6000 do. do.; all in excellent 
condition, only being in use since October, 1860, to 
September, 1866. They are all Parkinson and Co.’s 
make (late S. Crosley), of London. The above are 
being sold in consequence of larger ones being sub- 
stituted. 

Apply to Freperick Bower, Secretary, North 
Bierley Gas Company, Low Moor, near Bradford, 
YorksuHIRe. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND ENGINEERS. 


in excellent condition, 45 feet diameter, 14 feet 
deep, either with or without Gasholder. 
Also the following STATION-METERS :— 
One to pass 12,000 cubic feet per hour. 
One ,, 8,000 
One 5, 4,000 ~ 
Two ,, 3,000 ” ” 
The whole have been taken apart, thoroughly examined, 
and are in good working order, equal to new. 
The above have been taken down to make room for 
larger. 
Apply to Joun Vicxary, Gas Engineering Works, 
XETER. 





OR SALE.—A Good Cast-Iron Tank, | 


TENDERS FOR GASHOLDER. 


HE Directors of the Dundalk Gas- 


light Company, Limited, are desirous of receiving 

OFFERS for the manufacture and erection of a Single- 
Lift GASHOLDER of the following dimensions:—59 ft. 
diameter and 16 ft. deep, with eight columns, 18 ft. 
high, with pulleys, chains, foundation plates, and bolts. 

Parties tendering will be required to accompany their 
offer with tracings and specifications of the appearance 
and quality of the Holder for which they offer. 

The inlet and outlet pipes, syphons, and valves, will 
be erected by the Company. 

The Gasholder to be erected at the Works in 
Dundalk. > 

The Tank is expected to be ready for receiving the 
Gasholder on the Ist of June, 1868, and the Gasholder 
to be ready for work on the 31st of August following. 

Sealed tenders, to be sent under cover, marked ‘* Gas- 
holder,” addressed to William Robson, Esq., Dundalk, 
will be received up to the lst of November, 1867. 

The Company do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Wx. SurMitp, Manager. 
Dundalk, Sept. 14, 1867. 


FO SALE, at the Warrington Gas- 

Works, one 6-horse power HORIZONTAL 
STEAM-ENGINE, suitable for working exhausters, 
pumps, &c.; and one BOILER, 10 ft. by 34 ft. 

Also one CYLINDRICAL SCRUBBER, 15 ft. by 
5ft., with hydraulic valves, by-pass, and 10-in. con- 
nexions complete. 

The above to be sold in consequence of larger being 
substituted, and may be seen by applying to Mr. 
PaTERSON, at the Works of the Company. 

Warrington, Sept. 7, 1867. 








GAS FROM COAL TAR, 


A VERY large quantity of Gas can 
be obtained by the decomposition of Coal Tar 
by PHILLIPS’S PATENT PROCESS. 

Prospectuses and particulars will be forwarded on 
application to the Patentee, Mr. H. Puivurps, Clyst 
Honiton, Exerer, or Mr. Gate, Bampfylde Street, 
EXxerer. 





(FREAT CENTRAL GAS CON- 
SUMERS COMPANY. 
NOTICE is hereby given that the THIRTY-THIRD 
HALF-YEARLY ORDINARY MEETING of the 
SHAREHOLDERS of the above Company will be held 
at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on FRi- 
DAY, the 25th of October, 1867, at Six o’clock in the 
Evening precisely, to receive the Directors Report, and 
declare a Dividend for the half year ending June 30, 
1867, 
The Transfer Books will be closed from Thursday, 

the 17th instant, to eee the 26th instant. 
. M. Massey, Secretary. 

28, Coleman Street, London, Oct. 3, 1867. 


AHIA GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 
NOTICE is hereby given that the ORDINARY 
HALF-YEARLY MEETING of this Company will 
be held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, 
London, on TUESDAY, the 29th day of Uctober, 1867, 
to receive the Report of the Directors, the Balance- 
Sheet, and for general purposes. 
The chair will be taken at Three o’clock precisely. 
By order of the Board, 
ArTuur CLarke, Secretary. 





Oct. 1, 1867. 





COTTON SEED PITCH. 


TCH 
BOUT 400 tons of this valuable 
substitute for Cannel Coal to be SOLD. 

Mr. Evans, of the Chartered Gas-Works, reports 
that this Pitch yields 22,000 cubic feet of 23-candle 
gas per ton. 

The Gas being very rapidly produced makes this 
material a great desideratum for Gas Managers. 

Address Epwarp Havss, Esq., Managing Director, 
Oil Seed Crushing Company, Limited, 35, SerTHine 
Lang, E.C., and Dover Oil-Mills, 





PIRNIE OR METHILL CANNEL. | 
NE of the best Gas Producing 


CANNELS for bringing up the quality of ordi- 
nary coal gas. See Dr. Frankland’s Lecture, reported 
in the Journnat or Gas LicuriNe, 30th of April last. 

For price apply to Pirniz Coat Company, Leven, Fire. 





Works. 


JOHN VICKARY, 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 
WORKS—EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 


Tenders his best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 
kind support he has received for the last 22 years, during which period he has erected and extended above 200 Gas- 


In addition to the numerous towns wherein he has been engaged, he begs reference to the following testimonial :— 
Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight and Coke Company. 
Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 
has given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest attention or adjustment since its “veigoed)” 
(Signe 
He has also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gasholder and Iron 
Tank at Devonport ; a 90-foot at Torquay, &c. &c. At either of those works satisfactory references can be made. 
He also begs particular attention to his Improved Gas-Meters, either Wet, Dry, or Compensating, 
the materials and workmanship of which guaranteed of the very best description, and which has gained for his Meters so 
excellent a reputation for these last 20 years. 


RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 


Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas- Works. 
Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices. 
Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 
Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 
Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for the erection of New Gas- Works of any size furnished. 


Perer Apams, Chairman. 











} 


4 


tight. 


gasholders. 





Frome, January 20, 1866. 











EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
\  IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
“ PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 


MEDAL 





These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
They are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 


They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. 

ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
ey are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 
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F. SIMMONDS, Senr., 
R21, KINGSLAND. ROAD, 
RETORT & BOILER SETTER 
For the Chartered Gaslight Company, Brick Lane and 
Curtain Road Stations, and numerous Gaslight 
Companies, London and Provincial. 

NO CONNEXION WITH ANY OTHER RETORT SETTER. 
Estimates given with or without materials. 


EDMUND SMITH, 


GRASBROOK, HAMBURG, 





would respectfully call the attention of engineers 
and eongere of gas-works to his Newly Improved 
GAS-METER, patented 1862 in England, and the 
principal parts of the Continent. ‘ 

Price-lists and tenders for gas-meters, experimental 
station-meters, experimental holders, governors, puri- 
fiers, gasholders, pressure-gauges, gas and water fit- 
tings, &c., are forwarded on application. 





NATURAL 
HYDRATED OXIDE of IRON 


constantly on Sale. Apply to 
MARTYN DENNIS AND CO, 
LIVERPOOL. 


UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867, 


PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners and Gas-Stoves. 





EONI’S Patent Adamas || 

GAS-BURNERS are entirely free | |, 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from be LY 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- | be 







alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- , 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof | {) 
gas is obtained by the process of manutac- 
ture, which insures that 

the burners shall be pre- --—-— 
cisely similar in pattern, 


Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 





Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


Patertee and Sole Manufacturer, S. LEon1, 34, St. 
| 





PAYTON’S CYCLOIDAL METER 


FOR MEASURING LIQUIDS. 


Secured by Royal Letters Patent, 
MANUFACTURED BY . 


THE LIQUID METER COMPANY 





(LIMITED). 
A. A. CROLL, GEORGE RAIT, 
Chairman. Managing Director. 


238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, W.E. 








The Liquid Meter Company respectfully solicit the attention 
of Water Companies, Builders, and others to the above efficient 
high-pressure Meter. 

rom extensive experiments which have been made with these 
Meters to test the accuracy of their measurement, they are 
found to be invariable in their indications under all conditions 
of velocity and pressure, and they are capable of discharging, 
without reduction of head, a larger quantity of liquid in pro- 
portion to their size than any other deseription of Meter. 

For further particulars, address— 


GEORGE RAIT, 238, Kingsland Road, London, N.E. 


fi MARTIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 








longer than any others. 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 





WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


Containing no Lime, and only *45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
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GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENEBAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 








GAS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


BY THE USE OF 


JOHN RUSSELL & CO”S TUBES & FITTINGS. 


Gas Explosions are of frequent occurrence, but we do not hear of them unless death has resulted. As in the case at 
Clerkenwell lately, gas explosions may generally be traced to the use of Tubes of defective workmanship and inferior iron. 
Adopt the Tubes and Fittings of John Russell and Co., which are all of the best quality. 


JOHN RUSSELL & CO. 





ARE THE 


INVENTORS OF THE LAP-WELDED TUBE FOR LOCOMOTIVE & MARINE BOILERS, 
AND THE OLDEST MANUFACTURERS OF TUBES FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER. 


WAREHOUSES: 


69, Upper Thames Street, E.C.; Commercial Street, N.E.; & Charles Street, Soho Square, London; 
Also at 35, 36, 37, and 39, Granby Row, Manchester. 


MANUFPACTORIES: 


The Old Tube Works, Wednesbury, and the Alma Works, Walsall Staffordshire. 








LIVES 





EY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 


NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 











FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 














Address to 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C.) 


| 
| 
| 
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PARIS EXHIBITION, 
1867. 


HONOURABLE MENTION. 


NEWTON AND BRADDOCK, 
GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


Manufacturers of 
STATION METERS for GAS-WORKS, CONSUMERS METERS, GOVERNORS, 
GAUGES, PRESSURE AND EXHAUSTER REGISTERS, 


EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, &c. 


N.B.—The flanges of the plates for the Square Station-Meters are planed so as to ensure perfect | 
joints—guaranteed not to leak. 





| 


| 





CALLE Y’S 
TORBAY IRON OXIDE PAINTS, 


Are Durable, Economical, and keep their Colour. 
Awarded Honourable Mention at Dublin Exhibition, 1865, and Prize | 




















Medal, Paris Exhibition, 1867. 

See ** The Record of Engineering,” 1864. | 
** The Journal of the Society of Arts,” June 1, 1866. | 

“ The Mechanics’ Magazine,” October 26, 1866. 


“* The Engineer,” November 2, 1866. 
** The Building News,’ November 9, 1866, &c. 


Worxs: IRON ROAD, BRIXHAM, TORBAY. 
Lonpon Orrics: 17, LAURENCE POUNTNEY HILL, CANNON STREET, E.C, 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby:— 


“The veneine have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent, on the » Mendantng 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price ls. each for Fish-tail Burners. 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir 's, and wholesale of 


JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON, W. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
will be shortly published. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 


GAS ENGINEEBS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ann 


2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 

















Station-Meters, Que, Came Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description | of Gasfittings : and Gas Apparatus. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 


- 
2 ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 


For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


2, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N, 


SAMUEL <a é& SON, 


CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &e. 
MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 

Tron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


8.C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and N uts, &e. &e. 




















| Accounts, are open to contract for the keeping, 


| of Scotch Cannels at prices that cannot fail to command 


| Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 





<iatchinantenaten TRON-WORES, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 

















BALANCE-SHEETS AND REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 


of Accountants, much 
engaged in the preparation of Gas "Companies 


or g the books of other Companies, 
which, from their experience, they ure enabled to do 
on moderate terms. 
Address, SANDELL & MAappERS, Accountants, 4, 
Skinner’s Place, Size Lane, Lonpon, E.C. 


W. OGG and CO. have lately 


® en torepresent one of the largest shippers 








the attention of Gas Companies at a period like the 
present, when - ality of gas seems so desirable. 
Offices, 3, Jeffery Square, St. Mary Axe, Lonpon. 


GAS & WATER PIPES, 
GIRDERS, COLUMNS, RETORTS, AND GENERAL CASTINES, 
quoted for on application to 

GEO. BOWER, 
MILTON IRON-WORKS, 
WEST HARTLEPOOL. 


| N.B.—A large stock of 2 to 8in. pipes usually ready for 
immediate delivery. 


‘THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 


Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 





and general Castings. Also 


RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 
AND 
GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 


London Office, 63, Old Bruad Street. 





EIGHTEEN YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, 


EDWIN BENTLEY, 
RETORT SETTER, 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE. 


Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 
Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 

Bentley's Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 
in one bed. 

Testimonials and references on application. 








THE PATENT BIBBED RETORTS. 


A C. FRASER, Gas Engineer, 
¢ Inventor and Patentee of the RIBBED CAST- 
IRON RETORTS, and RIBBED and GROOVED 
CLAY RETORTS, which are in use at the Gas- Works, 
Derby, yoy Portsmouth, Nottingham, Col- 
bona Seaham igate, Whittlesea, B dock, Sys- 
ugby. Barrow-in-Furness, Ripley, Royston, 
Eotyhten uzzard, Risboro’, Woking, Loughboro’, 
Kegworth, Donnington, Honiton, Crewkerne, Canter- 
bury, Wincanton, Swadlincote, ke. ; Hy Liandudo and 
Corwen, N.W.; Stornoway, N. B.; Carlow, Longford, 
Queenstown, and Castlederg in Ireland, They are also 
extensively used by Proprietors and Lessees of Gas- 
Works, at several Government Gas- Works, and abroad 
at Cape of Good Hope, Montreal, Gibraltar, Holland, 
and Mexico. 
For prices, &c., apply to A. C, Fraser, Gas Engi- 
neer, r, COLOMESTER. 


BEST & HOLDEN'S 
PATENT APPARATUS 
FOR 


CHARGING & DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


AND FOR 


CLOSING tuz MOUTHS or RETORTS 
WITHOUT CEMENT. 





The above is one of the most important inventions 
in connexion with gas manufacture which has been 
introduced for many years, and merits the immediate 
attention of all Gas Companies. ‘he Machine is 
simple in its construction, easily worked, and not 
likely to get out of order, while the saving in time and 
labour is very considerable. It has been applied at the 
Chartered Gas-Works, Westminster, with complete 
success, and has been viewed in operation by some of 
the most eminent gas engineers, both in London and 
from the provinces, their unanimous opinion being 
that the arrangement of the apparatus was perfectly 
new, and must eventually be adopted by all Gas Com- 
panies. 

The Patentees are now in a position to treat for the 
use of their Apparatus. 

For further information apply to 


JNO, CHISHOLM & CO., 
44, MARK LANE, E.C. 


TEARS BROTHERS & CO, 


Gas Engineers and Contractors, 
8, GEORGE STREET, HULL, 
AND 





73, COLEMAN STREET, LONDON, E.C., 





Contractors for Gas-Works of any size at home or 
abroad. Copy of testimonials from. numerous Gas 
Companies can be had on nent 
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THE BRITISH IRON TUBE COMPANY, | 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER; 
SCREWING TACKLE, CORE BARS, 
HYDRAULIC & OTHER TUBES & COILS, TO ORDER. 


WORKS, WAREHOUSE, & OFFICES: 28, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 




















SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from 3 in, to 6 in, bore. 


STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &. 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-—-N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 











LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and Bold’s Yard, Strand Street. 
| MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 





CLASS II, 


PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO., 


wy 2926, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. VW 








This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 
It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much 
less expansion of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 
Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it 
the best Paint known for their purposes, 








N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per cwt., as compared 
with White Lead at 28s. per cwt. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 














N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 


210.000 IN USE. 





woRBHs: 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. | 
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IRKWOOD CANNEL COAL. 
This Coal is largely used in the Gas-Works at 
Glasgow, Paisley, Port Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leith, 

|\and many other towns throughout Scotland. It yields 
||10,648 cubic feet per ton; illuminating power, 27°55 
|| standard candles; coke per ton, 9 cwt. 83 lbs. Railway 
|icommunication from the pits (at Coatbridge Yo all parta 
\lof the country; ports of shipment in Firths of Forth 
ior Clyde. 
| For quotations, &e., apply to Mr. JoHN MACDONALD, 


68, St. Vincent Street, GLascow. 





AND STEAM COALS. 


Wun FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 
|| References can be given to managers of above a 
| hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 
|| Writtam Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
||ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at lls. 
| per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
|| List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


|| FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
| 











| JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
| a 


ND 

||WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
i CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
| Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
|| that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 

in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
|\Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Eends, 
|| Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 
| &e., &e. 
! N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
|Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
| ate attention. 
| CHARLES Horsey, Agent. 





QXIDE OF IROYMA, 
We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRB, 


|| Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
| ive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 





FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
||FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e 





SGOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 








JARRIS and PEARSON, 
\| PROPRIETORS OF 

||BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
l MANUFACTURERS OF 

||PIRB BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C 

| AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND BRICK Works, 

| STOURBRIDGE. 

Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 

| Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 

||NB_ A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
i Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 

HT D's, 1612, 15x14, 2016, 1618. 

| 





(HANcock’s INDIA-RUBBER 
| GAS-TUBING. 
| Allsizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 


| Hor: Also, 
| SE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
| 48-BURNERs, Coss, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
} — complete. 

Wida-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Marns. 

Val ERS for Gas and STEAM JoINTs. 

ALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrRAM-ENGINES. 


PACKING i 
FLANGE entie for STEAM-ENGINES. 


ING, for excluding 
i Draughts and Dust through a Y) 
|| acXDows, Doors, and Giass 2 
| Cases, ULE 


|} “ : ' Section. 
ustrated Price Lists on application. 





BistLrey IRON WORKS, 


| Manufactory for every description of Casting and | 


D. GRANT & CO., 


Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Wanzuovsz—81, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


R. G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.S., 


(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 


manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- E. BAKER & Co., 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to | 94 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W 


towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 
Orrice: 14, Park Street, WESTMINSTER. 





STATION-METERS ANY SIZE. 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 
Price List on application. 











—— | ofall dimensions. 


LFRED PENN Y, Sen and GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 


: r GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 
WENLocK IRON Works, 


GRATE BACKS in various designs. 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 





| naces, &c. 
| Shipments on the shortest notice. 





a) Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpeo | GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS.’ 


_ —— — ———————— 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 


Contracts euwtered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 





i 
| 


| 
t 


GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 


| 








thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, (Established 1820,) 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 


Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


Wholesale and for Exportation, 
| FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
| SOUTHWARK, IONDON,8.E., 





and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


IRON MERCHANT, | 


Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 4 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining | J AMES NEWTON & SOW 8, 


FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 


W. J. HOLLANDS, | Vittemions: Cums, Tues, and FIRE-CLAY, 





$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.5. 


! 


Connexions; Retorts, HYDRAULIC Matin, Lamp- SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 


| COLUMNS, &e.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF Cast- | Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, LoNpow, N. 


INGS AND WRroOUGHT-IRON-WorRK For GAs AND | 
WATER-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 





| perior to all others. 
Testi ials from gas engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 
All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 





CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 





J. TB. PORTER & CO, 


2 = Wi - \. 
Machinery for Gas- Works and Water-Works GAS ENGINEERS, 


Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 


| nexione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, | MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 


| Bankside, Seuthwark. 


Office in London, Mr. E. M. PeRkns, 78, Lombard | Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
Street. GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
ND 





A 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. } 


Socket, FLANGE, HoT-WATER PIPES, AND ALL B CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
e 


2 : The above sieves are used by the principal gas eom- 
| _N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at | panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
| Wholesale prices. Estimates given, aud orders by post | durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
| punctually attended to the same day. 





JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 

Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 

LL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E.C. 


———=*_:_-__ 


\| 
|| GC3WE 


J, SUGG, and CO. late ALBERT yyoRERT MACLAREN and CO., 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—'The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 


Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to | 


draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
BETORTS manufactured by them. 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 


Cc ications, addresssed to J. Sua@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas - Meter 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 


NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


BEST AND HOBSON, 
LATE 
ROBERT BEST, 
100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock 
&c., &e. 














. Also, 
PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 

GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &e. 
Piumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, Copper, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES, 
Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 


hey can be | 


Manufacturer, | 


EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
| animproved Patent General lronfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-lron Tube Makers. 





JAMES M‘KELVIE, 

| CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 
| HAYMARKET, 

| EDINBURGH. 





|_____Batabtisnea 1840, 
| WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 


ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 


FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOFS 
WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS. 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


, 








considerable experience in matters connected | 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to, 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec-| 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PRKOVI-| 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention may | 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, | 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 
Patents pleted, or pr led with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 
Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 











upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliam:zat 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the Jouunar cr 





Information as to cost, &c., supplied Paria | 
Gaw LIGHTING, &c.] 
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TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. | 


WV: W. H. BENNETT, having had) 
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GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & C0., 


BILSTON. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


WwW. C. HOLMES & CO. 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Puans, Spxcrrications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Puans, Spxcirications, and Estimarxs of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Puans of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ;s 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 

















LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER. 





PARIS, 1867. LONDON, 1862. 


= 








A = 
PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


The Catalogue and Lists of Prices for all the New Instruments and Apparatus of his Manufacture are now ready, 
and may be had on application, per post or otherwise, at 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 58.W. 











WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


a 


Near 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture ef 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 

beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 

The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 

Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO. 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 








i STOURBRIDGE 

KING BROTHERS ally to cat the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicn are made from the celebrated § 

FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King be eae Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering thet ly oy 

FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH 

rendering them less liable to carbonize. ; of Cav 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al) Manufactured of the same quality ° 











Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ eS 
-— ——————— 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 
NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS AND MANUFACTORY, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


T0 GAS COMPANIES & THE TRADE. ms Crysta; G J. DEFRIES & SONS 


go” Beg most nanan —— eng Companies and 
: the Trade that their 
DEFRIES & SO %$ 3 
J. & SONS, eS = NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS 
GAS ENGINEERS, Are now complete with every description of Lighti 
' Mediums, including Registered Designs of M 


AND MANUFACTURERS OF | it! iy ay ak stal, — —— and = 
TOM. Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, Vestibule - Lights, 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU > Biievm ¢ ae one denn — ; ‘ - 
; WS peci igns pre in perfect accordance 
CHANDELIERS; ; with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music- 


IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR a Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 
fea : x ee GAS MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
ees . Eco eso | THE PATENT GAS-REGULATOR & PURIFIER 
VESTIBULES, sae IL Nes 4, Reduced to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


AND por cnnteds Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS-FITTINGS.  Sitt=-@lieGeeen Ey  Ormolu Chandeliers for 1866-67, are now complete, 


~n 























WORKS: bet WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 














ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS, 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 








Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 

| STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 
| 


| A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
\post free, 2s. 6d. 
| “ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Antizan. 














CLIFFS PATENT 





JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 


Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes. 



































of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 
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THE 


GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consutrine ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of ‘ese Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) ¢ 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED,gin 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for the 
purpose of obtaining greater accurav’ ‘n all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 











ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CQO., 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S$. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 


Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts, 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


THE ONLY COMPLETE 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


PATENTED MARCH 31, 1865. 








Gas Engineers and others will find that the above Meter is made of the most durable material, also that it can be repaired 
at a fraction of the cost of any other Meter now manufactured ; all the interior fittings, as well as the case, being fitted 


ee ae ee Drawings explanatory of the above on application. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS : 


FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 











'|any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 





being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 





LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 

Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 

Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 

Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 1 2s. 
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